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MASONIC  COMMUNICA  TION 

MEDALS 


An  interesting  series  of  medals  has  been  issued  since  1981  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alaska.  The  first  medal  in  1981  was  for  their  Constitutional  Convention,  and 
subsequent  medals  issued  each  year  have  been  for  their  annual  Communication  (convention).  This  series 
of  medals  is  very  hard  to  acquire,  as  the  Masonic  organization  and  the  individual  Masons  are  very  protective 
and  possessive  of  their  memorabilia. 


From  1981  to  1991,  the  medals  were  struck  with  an  oxidized  silver  finish.  Issues  after  1991  are  struck  in 
bronze  with  the  exception  of  1993,  which  is  brass.  Masonic  implements  and  symbols  adorn  all  of  the 
medals.  Where  a  building  is  depicted,  this  is  the  actual  Masonic  Lodge  in  that  locality.  Several  of  the  medals 
list  the  lodges,  and  the  growth  of  the  organization  can  be  noted  While  most  lodge  names  can  be  attributed 
easily,  the  following  listing  of  lodges  and  locations  will  help  to  locate  the  others. 


#1  White  Pass  (Skagway) 

#2  Anvil  (Nome) 

#3  Tanana  (Fairbanks) 

#4  Valdez 

#5  Mt.  McKinley  (Cordova) 
#6  Seward 

#7  Matanuska  (Palmer) 


#8  Mt.  Susitna  (Anchorage) 
#9  Kodiak 

#10  Glacier  (Anchorage) 
#llKenai  (Soldotna) 

#12  Fairbanks 
#13  Eagle  River 


#14  Adak 

#15  Aurora  (Anchorage) 

#16  North  Pole 

#17  Anchorage 

#18  Mt.  Verstovia  (Sitka) 

#19  Tongas  (Ketchikan) 

#20  Iditarod  (Wasilla) 


Communications  have  been  held  in  Anchorage,  Fairbanks,  Soldotna,  Nome,  Sitka/Skagway  and  North  Pole. 
There  is  no  “13th”  Communication  medal.  The  12th  is  dated  1993  and  the  14th  is  dated  1994.  The  13th  was 
skipped  in  error.  The  next  two  medals  in  the  series  do  not  carry  an  indication  that  they  are  the  Nth  and 
15th,  and  then  the  16th  once  again  carries  this  numerical  indicator. 

Another  item  of  interest  concerning  the  14th  Communication  is  that  it  was  divided  between  Sitka  and 
Skagway.  The  White  Pass  Lodge  is  in  Skagway,  and  Masons  from  Whitehorse,  Yukon  are  members  of  this 
lodge. 

This  is  a  veiy  attractive  series  of  medals  that  seems  to  improve  as  the  years  go  by.  The  illustrations  can  be 
found  starting  on  page  3. 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


Welcome  to  our  20th  year!  I  had  hoped  to  do  something 
special  to  start  the  year,  but  it  has  just  been  too  busy 
otherwise  (holidays,  inventory)  to  do  so.  So,  maybe  in 
May,  as  that  is  the  month  the  newsletter  began.  Or  maybe 
the  first  issue  of  1999.  We’ll  see.  When  something  to 
print  that  is  worthy  of  celebrating  pops  up,  then  that  may 
just  the  a  special  issue. 

We  will  begin  the  year  by  begging.  We  are  in  need  of 
Alaskan  articles.  I  seem  to  have  enough  material  for  a 
few  months,  but  none  is  Alaskan.  I  will  hunt  through  our 
files  and  see  what  I  can  find  (like  Alaska  Placer  Miners  on 
page  4).  Most  are  short  items.  Lead  articles  for  the  front 
page  are  needed  (1-2  pages  in  length  are  ideal). 

I  would  like  six  Alaskan  or  Yukon,  one  Antarctic,  one 
Arctic,  one  Greenland  or  Iceland,  one  European  Arctic 
and  one  miscellaneous  for  the  year.  I  have  all  covered 
except  for  Alaska  or  Yukon  and  Arctic.  So,  if  you  have 
any  information  you  would  like  to  share,  please  let  us 
hear  from  you.  If  you  don’t  want  to  write  the  article,  send 
me  die  information,  and  I  will  do  it.  Appropriate 
extensions  to  subscriptions  will  be  made. 


YELLOWKNIFE 


$2  TOKEN 


The  Yellowknife  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Yellowknife, 
NWT  has  issued  a  1997  $2  municipal  trade  token  in  brass 
colored  aureate  bonded  steel  to  mark  the  launching  of  the 
Maritime  Coastal  Defense  Vessel  HMCS  Yellowknife  in 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  on  June  5,  1997. 


The  reverse  shows  the  HMCS  Yellowknife  at  sea  and  the 
logo  for  the  city  of  Yellowknife.The  obverse  design  shows 
a  collage  of  objects  representing  Yellowknife’s  history. 
A  wolf  and  dog  team  are  in  die  foreground.  A  log  building 
from  a  frontier  town  of  yesteryear  with  a  sign  “The 
Wildcat  Cafe”  is  in  the  center,  with  a  mine  shaft  in  the 
background.  A  small  bush  plane  with  pontoons  is  in  the 
air.  The  value  of  $2  is  found  on  both  sides  of  the  token. 
The  expiry  date  is  Sept.  3,  1997. 

The  token  was  designed  by  Robert  Butier,  and  his  name 
is  inscribed  just  below  the  dogs  pulling  the  sled. 


CLOSING  OUT  SALE! 

Due  to  health  problems,  we  wish  to  liquidate  our  entire  Police 
badges,  patches.  Fire  Dept.,  etc.  collection;  From  our  14  years 
of  research  and  recording  all  B.C.  forces  going  back  to  the  1900s 
to  date.  Most  all  are  one  of  a  kind  We  offer  approximately 
165  different  B.C.  Police  badges 
325  different  B.C.  patches 

55  different  B.C.  Corrections,  Security,  Railway  Police  patches, 

PLUS 

50  different  Canadian  Police  badges 
55  different  B.C.  Fire  Dept  patches 

55  different  Commonwealth  A  European  patches  A  badges 
300  different  U.S.A.  patches  and  badges 
50  R.  C. M.P.  and  R.N.W.M.P  patches  and  badges 
70  different  R.C.M.P.  and  B.C.  Police  buttons 


Lawrence  Medallic  Art,  Mississauga,  Ontario  struck 
10,000  tokens  on  33mm  aureate  bonded  steel  blanks. 
They  plated  200  tokens  in  each  of  the  following  finishes: 
gold,  antiqued  copper  and  antiqued  silver. 

The  Yellowknife  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  unable  to  fill 
mail  orders.  The  tokens  may  be  ordered  from  Ray 
Desjardins,  P.O.  Box  1 1447,  Station  H,  Nepean,  Ontario, 
Canada  K2H  7V1.  Post  paid  prices  are  as  follows:  aureate 
bonded  steel  -  S3;  antiqued  copper  plated  ABS  -  $10; 
antiqued  silver  plated  ABS  -  $12.50;  gold  plated  ABS  - 
$15. 

-Jerry  Remick 


MAIL  BID  SALE  #16  WELL  BE  HELD  THIS 
WINTER  IF  ALL  GOES  WELL 
HEALTHWISE.  SEND  FOR  YOUR  FREE 
CATALOGUE  #16  TODAY.  MANY  PHOTOS 
WITH  ESTIMATES. 

JOHN  HNATIUK 
P.O.  BOX  4944 
VANCOUVER,  B.C. 
CANADA  V6B  4A6 
PHONE  (604)  596-6303 
FAX  (604)  596-6343  «* *> 


Alaska,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


•  Travel  Brochure* 

•  Ephemera 

•  Postcard* 

•  Photo*  A  Vicwbook* 

•  City  Diroctoric* 

•  Telephone  Book* 


Pre  -  I960 

ALASKA 

Yukon  &  N.W.T. 

Advertising  &  Souvenirs 

WANTED 
reties  welcome 


RICHARD  RKISINGEK 
2610  HOLGATK  ST 
TACOMA  WA  9 (VI 02 
■m*-)  272-7092 

(2  5V> 

Anything:  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  •  Admiral  Lino  -  Pan  American  Airways 


.  Tourist  Souvenirs 
.China  4  Hetties 
.  Pins  &  Badges 
.  Posters  A  Paintings 

•  Matchbooks  A  Calenders 
.  License  Plates 


/  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material ! 

(■p  #1QM) 
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MASONIC  MEDALS,  com 


1981  Convention,  (Soldotna  and  Ketchikan),  35mm. 


1986  5th  Communication,  Fairbanks,  40mm 


1987  6th  Communication,  Anchorage,  40mm 


1983  2nd  Communication,  Fairbanks,  35mm 


1988  7th  Communication,  Nome,  40mm 


1984  3rd  Communication,  Soldotna,  39mm. 


1989  8th  Communication,  Fairbanks,  39mm 
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1985  4th  Communication,  Anchorage,  40mm 


1990  9th  Communication,  Anchorage,  40mm 
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MASONIC  MEDALS, con. 


1991  10th  Communication,  Soldotna,  40mm. 


mm 
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1992  1 1th  Communication,  Fairbanks,  39mm. 


1997  16th  Communication,  North  Pole,  39mm 


1993  12th  Communication,  Anchorage,  40mm. 


1994  14th  (13th)  Communication,  Sitka,  38mm 


PLACER  MINERS  OF  AK 


The  medal  illustrated  above  was  struck  in  silver  and  gold. 
The  gold  were  one  ounce,  while  original  silver  medals 
were  only  .55  ounces.  Later,  a  one  ounce  silver  appeared. 

A  friend,  David  Ways,  contacted  the  manufacturer.  World 
Wide  Mint,  and  the  following  mintages  were  reported: 


August  1980 

50 

Gold 

August  1980 

200 

Silver 

March  1987 

200 

Silver 

October  1987 

50 

Gold 

February  1990 

100 

Silver 

Our  best  guess  is  that  the  .55  ounce  silver  medals  were 
produced  in  August  1980  (200),  and  the  subsequent  silver 
medals  were  one  ounce  (300). 


1995  (14th)  Communication,  Anchorage,  38mm 
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The  correspondence  from  World  Wide  Mint  is  dated 
September  1995.  Can’t  believe  I  have  had  this  in  my  files 
for  over  two  years! 


MEDALS! 


GOLD  RUSH  DOG  TAGS?? 


The  medal  above  is  from  the  Springfield  (Mass.) 
Commandery  of  the  Knights  Templar.  Their  annual 
convention  of  1899  was  held  in  New  Bedford.  The  top  of 
this  two  piece  medal  is  a  whale.  The  bottom  have  has  a 
town  scene  of  Springfield.  The  medal  is  silver  colored. 

New  Bedford  was  the  center  of  the  New  England 
whaling  industry.  This  is  a  neat  piece,  appropriate  in  a 
“whaling”  collection.  Price  on  this  is  $45  postpaid. 

One  of  the  nicest  histories  of  whaling  that  we  have  seen 
is  “Men  and  Whales”  by  Richard  Ellis.  We  have  a  copy 
of  this  large  book  available  for  $60  postpaid. 


The  Coast  Guard  Arctic  Service  medal  is  quite  scarce 
(see  Dec.  1996  ATC&PN).  We  have  acquired  another 
specimen.  We  got  a  better  buy  on  this  piece,  so  let’s  sell 
this  one  for  $50 


1897/ 7 /RICO 

T.D.L.  /  860  /  AUG.  1st  /  1898 

T.D.L.  /  413  /  AUG.  1st  / 1899 


These  were  presented  to  us  as  dog  licences  from  Dawson. 
Can  any  one  confirm  or  deny  this?  T.D.L.  could  mean 
Territorial  Dog  Licence,  but  the  “T”  could  by  Timbuktu, 
or  anything  else  for  that  matter. 


GOLF  BALL  GOOD  FOR 


We  thought  we  had  seen  everything  until  Skip  Pelletier 
sent  this  one  in.  Kind  of  hard  to  read,  but  one  face  is 
printed  “Good  for  a  Drink  /  at  /  Darwin’s  Theory  / 
Anchorage,  Alaska”.  The  other  face  is  printed  with 
Darwin’s  Theory’s  logo  -  an  ape  examining  a  human 
skull. 


COLLECTOR  OF 
MEDALLIC  ART 
SILVER  ART  BARS, 
SILVER  ROUNDS 
FRANKLIN  MINT 
NEON  BEER  SIGNS 
ALASKA  SLED  DOG 
RACING  MEDALLIONS 
SILVER  BANK 
INGOTS  &  ALASKA 
SILVER  MEDALLIONS 
4  STAMPS  GETS  40 
PAGES  OF  SALES 
AND  TRADES 

AL  FISHER 

BOX  20565 
OAKLAND,  CA  94620 
(510)  530-8089 


Official  Beer  of  the 

jpnpoQ 


ATFlUlEft  ~ 

P.O.  BOX  20565 
OAKLAND,  CA  94620 

TEL  (510)  530-8089 
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THE  WORKING  DRAWINGS  OF  THE  GREENLANDIC  ONE  KRONE  - 1957 


In  1957,  the  Royal  GTeenlandic  Trade  had  the  Royal  Mint 
in  Copenhagen  strike  a  new  one  krone  coin  in  aluminum- 
bronze.  The  obverse  showed  Denmark’s  and  Greenland’s 
coats-of-arms  under  a  mutual  crown.  Denmark’s  coat-of- 
arms  of  three  lions  and  nine  hearts  is  shown  reversed  from 
what  is  normally  seen  for  heraldic  reasons.  The  reverse  of 
the  coin  has  die  denomination  and  Greenland’s  national 
flower,  die  big  flowered  willow  herb,  Chamaenerion 
Latifolium. 

Copenhagen  coin  dealer  Johan  Chr.  Holm  distributed  the 
coins  to  collectors.  He  manufactured  a  special  package  to 
hold  two  coins.  Printed  on  the  package  was  a  set  of  the 
working  drawings  of  the  designer,  medallist  Harald 
Salomon.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  working  drawings 
are  different  from  the  final  product  in  a  couple  of 
respects.  C9S,  where  C  is  the  mint  director  Alfred 


following  the  law  of  May  23,  1873  as  the  mint  mark  of 
the  Royal  Mint;  and  S  the  initial  letter  for  the  designer 
Harald  Salomon  is  found  on  the  working  drawings  at  6:00 
obverse.  On  the  coin,  these  were  moved  to  die  same 
position  on  die  reverse.  The  date  was  moved  from 
flanking  the  crown  to  the  original  position  of  the  C9S. 

For  a  package  of  two  coins,  Johan  Chr.  Holm  asked  seven 
kroner.  This  was  seen  as  a  very  high  price,  as  anyone 
could  go  to  the  offices  of  Den  Kongelige  Handel  (Royal 
Greenlandic  Trade)  offices  in  Copenhagen  and  buy  the 
coin  for  face  value  plus  a  fee  of  25  ore.  Because  of  the 
high  price,  Holm  only  sold  a  few  sets,  and  the  original 
working  designs  have  remained  mostly  unknown  to 
collectors. 

-Jorgen  Somod 


Kristian  Frederik  Christiansen’s  initial  letter;  the  heart. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coin  s.  All  articles 
remain  die  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent 


Editor  -  Dick  Hans  com 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurds  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 

e-mail:  akcoins  @  mosquitonet.com 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Canada  $12  per  year 

Elsewhere  $25  per  year. 

Collector’s  Advertising  Rales: 

1  page  -  $15  */i  page  -  $8  'A  page  -  $5 

1/5  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5  issues. 

Classified  ads  20  cents  per  line. 

Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates 


STEAMBOAT  EXCURSION 


Below  is  a  steamboat  excursion  ticket  to  benefit  the 
building  fund  of  the  photographically  famous  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  Church,  Bennett,  B.C.  Beige  card 
stock,  blue  lettering  and  red  stars  and  souvenir  ticket. 
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Bennett  to  Island 

and  Return.  Fare  $1.75 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 
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MAVERICK:  The  Tanana,  12V20  I/T,  brass,  24mm. 
Could  be  Fairbanks,  Tanana,  or  just  about  anywhere  in 
Interior  Alaska  (submitted  by  Ron  Benice). 


ALASKA-HAWAII:  Alaska-Hawaii  Moose  Association. 
Good  for  1  free  drink  at  any  Alaska/Hawaii  Lodge.  Gold 
on  blue  plastic,  38mm  (submitted  by  Kurds  Hawk). 


ADAK:  Commanding  Officer,  Naval  Air  Station,  Bravo- 
Zulu.  Brass,  38mm  (submitted  by  Kurds  Hawk). 


ANCHORAGE:  Moose  Lodge  1534,  Good  for  $1.00  in 
trade.  Brass,  39mm  (submitted  by  Kurds  Hawk). 


ANCHORAGE:  Alaska  State  Elks  Association,  40th 
annual  convention,  1988.  Bronze,  38mm  (submitted  by 
Kurds  Hawk). 


JUNEAU:  15th  Anniversary  of  Alaskan  Statehood 
(1974).  Part  of  the  “Great  American  Places”  series. 
Sterling,  39mm  (submitted  by  Kurds  Hawk). 


RED  DOG  MINE:  A  mine  up  by  Kotzebue.  There  is  a 
series  of  medals  relating  to  this  mine.  We  have  much 
information,  but  just  not  enough  for  an  article.  Hopefully 
in  the  near  future,  we  will  (submitted  by  Kurds  Hawk). 


SITKA:  American  Flag  Raising  Site.  Part  of  a  Franklin 
Mint  series.  Silver,  39mm  (submitted  by  Kurds  Hawk). 


DALTON  POST 


The  following  is  from  “Reading  Voices,  Dan  Dha 
Ts’edeninth”  by  Julie  Cruikshank,  published  by  Douglas 
&  McIntyre,  Vancouver/Toronto  1991,  page  92. 

Jack  Dalton  Post  as  told  by  Kitty  Smith: 

“They  got  no  money  at  Dalton  Post  -  just  tickets:  red  one 
is  one  dollar;  yellow  is  twenty-five  cents,  two  bits;  blue 
is  fifty  cents.  That’s  just  how  far  they  got  -  three  In 
Haines  they  used  real  money  but  not  at  Jack  Dalton 
Post.” 

(Submitted  by  Brian  l>cnman) 
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by  Charles  V.  Kemp 
Reprinted  from  “The  Check  Collector” 


Today  banks  are  a  necessity  which  we  take  for  granted,  but  in  the  last  century  there  were  parts  of  the  country 
which  lacked  either  enough  local  capital  to  start  a  bank,  or  enough  population  to  attract  it. 


Nowhere  was  this  more  true  than  in  the  vast,  but  sparsely  populated  District  of  Alaska.  Even  there, 
however,  there  was  a  need  for  some  type  of  banking  system. 


One  institution  which  played  a  large  role  in  replacing  normal  banks  was  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
The  A.C.C.  traced  its  beginning  back  to  the  Russian- American  Company  founded  in  1790,  so  it  was  well 
established  when  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  raised  over  Alaska  for  the  first  time  on  October  17.  1867. 


The  Russians  sold  their  company, 
valued  in  excess  of  one  million  dollars, 
to  the  American  firm  of  Hutchinson, 
Kohl  &  Co.,  in  1868.  Under  the  new 
name  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  it  was  involved  in  many 
enterprises,  including  whaling,  sealing 
and  harvesting  of  sea  otter  fur,  each 
supported  by  its  own  fleet  and  crews. 
In  addition,  canneries,  trading  posts, 
stores  and  both  river  and  ocean-going 
steamers  were  parts  of  this  commercial 
empire. 

By  the  1880s,  75%  of  the  world’s  seal 
fur  trade  and  90%  of  the  sea  otter 
trade  passed  through  the  Company’s 
hands.  During  the  stampedes  to  Nome 
and  Dawson  its  steamers  carried  out 
millions  in  gold  and  then  carried  back 
thousands  of  eager  gold  seekers. 


.*»  0 


General  Map  of  Alaska 

SHOWING  rxrres  Of - — ■ 

ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPANY’S 
OCEAN  STEAMERS. 


—  _  _ Jwumm- Co**  i  /mUi  Dxrtd  Remit  -  ■-  Stikm-Unmlaska  Msti  RottU 
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Unalaska’s  importance  to  the  Company  and  to  Alaska  was 
evident  from  this  1897  map  of  Alaska  Commercial’s  ocean 
routes. 


(continued  on  page  10) 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

Our  thanks  this  month  to  Charles  Kemp  and  the  American 
Society  of  Check  Collectors  for  permission  to  reprint  Mr. 
Kemp’s  article  about  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

This  month  we  are  offering  a  few  items  that  are  taking  up 
too  much  space.  We  hope  that  you  will  take  advantage  of 
our  reduced  prices.  We  also  have  the  1998  State  of 
Alaska  medals  available,  as  well  as  the  Yukon  Quest. 
Please  note  that  our  13  page  price  list  is  still  valid, 
although  quite  a  number  are  sold  out.  Please  write  or  call 
before  sending  an  order  with  payment.  This  avoids 
refunds. 

Also  in  this  issue  is  an  ad  for  Iceland  tokens.  These  have 
been  very  elusive  in  the  past.  Now,  with  a  source  in 
Iceland,  anyone  with  an  interest  in  this  area  has  the 
opportunity  to  ad  to  their  collection. 

The  March  issue  may  be  a  little  late  in  coming  out.  We 
will  be  holding  our  spring  auction  on  March  28.  This 
issue  will  be  delayed  until  that  catalogue  is  complete  so 
that  we  can  send  out  the  Alaskan  section  with  that 
newsletter.  It  will  be  well  worth  the  wait. 


CLOSING  OUT  SALE! 


Due  to  health  problems,  we  wish  to  liquidate  our  entire  Police 
badges,  patches.  Fire  Dept,  etc.  collection;  From  our  14  years 
of  research  and  recording  all  B.C.  forces  going  back  to  the  1 900s 
to  date.  Most  all  are  one  of  a  kind  We  offer  approximately 

165  different  B.C.  Police  badge* 

325  different  B.C.  patches 

55  different  B.C.  Corrections,  Security,  Railway  Police  patches, 

PLUS 

SO  different  Canadian  Police  badges 
55  different  B.C.  Fire  Dept  patches 
55  different  Commonwealth  &  European  patches  &  badge* 

300  different  U.S.A.  patches  and  badges 
50  RC.M.P.  and  RN.W.M.P  patches  and  badges 
70  different  R.C.M.P.  and  B.C.  Police  buttons 


MAIL  BID  SALE  #16  WILL  BE  HELD  THIS 
WINTER  IF  ALL  GOES  WELL 
HEALTHWISE.  SEND  FOR  YOUR  FREE 
CATALOGUE  #16  TODAY.  MANY  PHOTOS 
WITH  ESTIMATES. 

JOHN  HNATIUK 
P.O.  BOX  4944 
VANCOUVER,  B.C. 
CANADA  V6B  4A6 
PHONE  (604)  596-6303 
FAX  (604)  596-6343  (asp  #1/9*) 


COLLECTOR  OF 
MEDALLIC  ART 
SILVER  ART  BARS, 
SILVER  ROUNDS 
FRANKLIN  MINT 
NEON  BEER  SIGNS 
ALASKA  SLED  DOG 
RACING  MEDALLIONS 
SILVER  BANK 
INGOTS  &  ALASKA 
SILVER  MEDALLIONS 
4  STAMPS  GETS  40 
PAGES  OF  SALES 
AND  TRADES 

AL  FISHER 

BOX  20565 
OAKLAND,  CA  94620 
(510)  530-8089 


Official  Beer  of  the 

IPITOBOQ 


P.O.  BOX  20565 
OAKLAND.  CA  94620 

TEL  (510)  530-8089 


Alaska ,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


Pre  -  1960 

ALASKA 

Yukon  &  N.W.T. 

Advertising  &  Souvenirs 

WANTED 


•  Travel  Brochure, 

.  Ephemera 
.  I’oateard, 

.  I’hoto,  A  Vicwbook, 
.  City  Directories 
.  Telephone  Books 


RICHARD  RE1SINGEK 
2610  HOLGATE  ST.. 

TACOMA.  WA  984  02 
-«©«.)  272-7092 
(2SV> 

Anything:  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  -  Admiral  Line  -  Pan  American  Airways 


welcome 

•  Tourist  Souvenirs 

•  China  &  Bottles 

•  Ihns  &  Badges 

•  Posters  &  Paintings 

•  Matchbooks  &  Calenders 

•  License  Plates 


lama  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material). 

(exp  #10/9*) 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist, 
published  10  times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of 
Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles  remain  the  property  of 
the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted  without  their 
consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hans  com 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 


e-mail:  akcoins  @  mosquitonet.com 


Subscription  Rates: 
US  &  Canada 
Canada 
Elsewhere 


$10  per  year 
$12  per  year 
$25  per  year. 


Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  ‘/j  page  -  $8  Vi  page  -  $5 

1/8  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5  issues. 
Classified  ads:  20  cents  per  line. 

Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates. 
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To  accommodate  its  customers,  the  Company  allowed 
them  to  place  their  valuables  in  its  safes  while  its  scales 
furnished  prospectors  with  a  ready  means  of  exchanging 
gold  dust  for  cash  or  credit.  Drafts  were  sold  on  major 
cities,  and  customers  who  had  established  credit  could 
pay  their  Alaskan  suppliers  with  checks  provided  by  the 
Company  and  payable  at  its  branches.  The  sums  thus 
paid  were  charged  against  the  customers’  accounts. 

In  the  case  of  the  example  illustrated  here,  the  Unalaska 
branch  was  ordered  to  pay  the  Rev.  Alex  Kedrefsky  the 
amount  of  $16.90  and  charge  it  to  the  St.  Michael 
branch,  where  it  would  be  debited  against  funds 
deposited  by  the  Rev.  Kortchinsky. 

St.  Michael  was  then  an  important  place  some  70  miles 
north  of  the  Yukon  River.  In  1897  it  would  become  even 
more  important  as  a  gateway  to  Dawson.  Unalaska  is  at 
the  eastern  end  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  chain  and  was 
then  the  district  headquarters  for  the  fur  trade.  The 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  was  just  newly  built  when  this 
draft  was  written. 


STAND  FROM  UNDER!  GOODS  ARE  FALLING.  WE  HAVE 
COME  TO  STAY. 

We  will  buy  goods  on  commission,  freight  the  same  to  all  points 
in  the  Yukon,  buy  gold  dust  and  furs,  furnish  estimates  on  mining 
machinery,  supply  traders  and  ship  their  collection  of  furs  to  the 
best  houses  in  America  and  England.  We  will  have  gold  dust  run 
into  bars  and  have  the  assay  value  stamped  on  same.  We  will  buy 
gold  bars  and  transact  a  general  banking  business  at  Ft.  Cudahy, 
N.W.T.  and  Circle  City,  Alaska.  Our  principal  distributing  posts 
are  Fort  Get  There,  St.  Michael’s  Island,  Alaska;  Ft.  Cudahy, 
N.W.T. ,  Ft.  Morton,  Kotzebue  Sound;  and  Circle  City,  Yukon 
River,  Alaska.  Our  branch  posts  are  Ft.  Selkirk,  Stewart  River, 
N.W.T.;  Miller  Creek,  Ft.  Weare,  Ft.  Healy,  Ft.  Hamilton,  Anvik 
and  Minuke,  Alaska.  The  distributing  posts  will  be  in  charge  of 
competent  men  who  will  note  carefully  the  wants  of  the  trade.  All 
business  conducted  on  strictly  cash  basis. 

Our  stock  of  goods  for  the  season  of  1895  has  been  selected 
with  great  care  by  their  manager,  who  has  devoted  many  years 
studying  the  wants  of  miners  and  mountaineers. 


In  1901  the  Company  merged  with  a  rival  and  became 
the  Northern  Commercial  Company.  In  the  1970s,  the 
N.C.  Co.  sold  its  larger  commercial  operations  to 
Nordstrom  department  stores.  Some  of  the  smaller  stores 
in  the  villages  are  once  again  operating  under  the  banner 
of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 


Our  thanks  to  the  American  Society  of  Check  Collectors 
for  permission  to  reprint  this  article.  The  ASCC  can  be 
contacted  through  Coleman  Leifer,  P.O.  Box  577, 
Garrett  Park,  MD  20896. 
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ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  CO. 
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ICELAND  TOKENS 


(1901)  P.J.  Thors teinsson 

25  Aurar  (17.5mm  brass)  $40.00 

50  Aurar  (20.5mm  brass)  $40.00 


(1900)  J.R.B.  Lefolii,  Eyrarbakka 

1  Rye  Bread  (3 1mm  brass)  $50.00 


(1897)  Olafur  Amason,  Stokkseyri 

10  Aurar  ( 1 8mm)  $60.00 

25  Aurar  (21.5mm)  $60.00 


(1906-15)  Thingeyri  Bakery 

1  Rye  Bread  (24mm  brass)  $60.00 


(dates  unknown)  S.  Thorvardarson,  Hmfsdal 
1  Bread  (25mm)  $50.00 

Tokens  are  Fine  to  Very  Fine  condition.  Please  write  or  e- 
mail  first  for  availability  and  postage  charges. 

ICE-COIN 

Jon  Helgi  Ingvarsson 
Box  135 
810  Hverageroi 
ICELAND 

E-mail:  ice-coin@smart.is 
homepage:  http//www.smart.is/ice-coin 


AVIATION  DOLLAR 


The  Noorduyn  Norseman  aircraft,  which  took  its  first 
flight  in  1935,  is  featured  on  the  obverse  of  Gander’s  16th 
Aviation  dollar  issued  in  1997.  The  Norseman  was  the 
first  truly  Canadian  wheel/ski/float  equipped  bush  plane. 
The  first  of  these  aircraft  were  delivered  to  the  Royal 
Canadian  Air  Force  in  1935. The  Norseman  was  designed 
by  R.B.  (Bob)  Noorduyn,  a  native  of  Holland,  who  saw 
the  need  for  a  basic  aircraft  for  the  rigorous  Canadian 
conditions  and  needs.  He  formed  the  Noorduyn  Aircraft 
Company  in  1934  in  Cartierville,  Quebec.  From  1935  to 
1945,  900  Norseman  were  built. 

The  Norseman  is  32  feet  long  with  a  wingspan  of  5 1  feet, 
gross  weight  of  7,400  pounds  and  top  speed  of  170mph. 
It  became  a  very  popular  bush  aircraft  and  had  long 
history  of  service  with  Canada’s  bush  airlines. 

The  reverse  commemorates  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
103  Search  and  Rescue  Unit  which  is  based  at  Gander, 
Newfoundland.  The  logo  features  a  St.  Bernard  with  a 
flask  of  brandy  attached  to  its  collar.  The  103  Search  and 
Rescue  unit  is  a  military  squadron  of  trained  paramedics. 
They  search  for  and  rescue  anyone  lost  in  the  woods  or  at 
sea.  They  also  provide  air  ambulance  services  for 
emergencies  and  recover  victims  of  air  crashes. 

The  token  was  designed  by  Greg  Seaward.  Lawrence 
Medalhc  Art  of  Mississauga,  Ontario  stuck  15,000  tokens 
on  33mm  nickel  bonded  steel  blanks.  Gold  plating  was 
applied  to  500.  The  token  is  available  postpaid  as 
follows:  nickel  bonded  steel  -  $2.00;  gold  plated  -  $8.48. 
Orders  may  be  sent  to  Gander  and  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  109  Trans  Canada  Highway,  Gander,  New¬ 
foundland,  Canada  A1V  1P6. 

Back  issue  of  the  nickel  bonded  steel  tokens  are  still 
available  as  follows:  1990  -  $8.18;  1993  -  $5.60;  1994  - 
$4.74;  1995  -  $3.88;  1996  -  $3.01.  Back  issues  of  the 
gold  plated  tokens  are  available  as  follows:  1985  - 
$17.10;  1988  -  $13.65;  1990  -  $12.50;  1991  -  $11.93; 
1993  -  $10.78;  1994  -  $10.20;  1995  -  $9.63;  19%  - 
$9.05.  Some  NBS  issues  not  available  singly  are  available 
in  the  two  following  sets:  1993  to  1997  -  $20.39;  1989  to 
1997  -  $46.26.  All  prices  are  postpaid.  A  brochure 
describing  the  16  issues  is  also  available,  free  of  charge. 

-Jerry  Remick 
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PAPER  POTPOURRI 


EXPIRES  JULY  1.  1983 


Worth  $1.00  toward  any  purchase 


DAISY  DOLLAR 


Dimond  Mall 
University  Center 
Boniface  Center 
Eagle  River 


Good  at  any  FLOWERAMA  Location 

C>: 


1335  Gambell  St. 
Arctic  &  Int'L 
Govt.  Hill 
Jewell  Lake 


FLOWERAMA  FLORISTS 

274-BOKA 


LIMIT  ONE  COUPON 
PER  PURCHASE 


ANCHORAGE:  Flower ama  Florists  Daisy  Dollar,  expires  July  1,  1983.  Green  on  white  paper. 


t 


KODIAK:  Tony’s,  Home  of  the  Cottontail  Girls.  Front  is  black  printing,  back  (from  a  folded  $10  bill)  is  green. 


WATCH  YOUR  SAVINGS  GROW! 

36th  &  OLD  SEWARD  HWY 

IHMHE,  ALASKA 
FM  CENTER 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  KETCHIKAN 


TPW 


DROP  THIS' BILL  IN  WATER -WATCH  IT  GROW! 


ANCHORAGE:  First  National  Bank  of  Ketchikan,  green  on  white  sponge.  We  have  a  few  of  these,  slightly  expanded, 
but  not  much,  still  very  flat.  These  are  S3  plus  postage  (SASE  or  combine  with  items  on  sale  page). 
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1998  MEDALS 


RUBLES  TO  STATEHOOD 


The  1998  Alaska  State  Medals  are  now  available.  The 
one  ounce  silver  proof  is  in  stock,  and  the  rest  are  on  the 
way!  They  are  priced  as  follows: 


Silver 

1  oz.  Proof 

$27.00 

1  oz.  Matte 

$15.00 

Vz  oz. 

$10.00 

!4  oz. 

$8.50 

1/10  oz. 

$5.00 

1/20  oz. 

$5.00 

The  gold  medals  are  also  being  shipped,  but  at  this  time, 
we  do  not  have  prices  for  them.  Please  call  or  write. 


Rubles  to  Statehood,  by  Kay  Femald  and  Kay 
McDowell  was  published  in  1965.  It  is  the  scarcest  of 
Alaskan  numismatic  books.  These  have  been  very  hard  to 
find.  I  considered  myself  fortunate  over  20  years  ago  to 
obtain  a  copy.  So  much  so  that  I  photocopied  it  and  use 
die  photocopy  and  not  the  original. 

We  have  just  purchased  three  copies  of  this  very  scarce 
book.  We  listed  this  on  our  last  price  list  at  $100. 
Because  of  this  fortunate  purchase,  we  are  now  offering 
these  at  $70,  plus  $3  for  postage  and  insurance  (this  may 
be  included  with  other  orders  from  this  newsletter  for 
one  postage  charge). 

These  are  unbound.  The  wrap  around  covers  is  there, 
and  the  pages  are  loose  inside  die  cover.  We  have  seen 
these  stapled  and  punched  with  three  holes.  In  their 
current  condition,  you  can  do  this,  or  secure  the  cover  in 
any  way  you  see  fit. 

These  are  in  unused  condition,  but  do  show  some 
deterioration  from  sitting  around  for  33  years!  Still  very 
acceptable.  These  three  are  signed  by  Kay  McDowell. 


The  1998  Yukon  Quest  is  also  available.  These  are 
priced  at  $30.00. 


Please  include  $3  for  postage  and  insurance  with  each 
order.  Orders  can  be  combined  with  the  sale  page,  and 
please  pay  only  one  shipping  charge  of  $3. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


We  hope  that  you  will  take  advantage  of  this  rare 
opportunity  to  acquire  this  classic  piece  of  Alaskan 
numismatic  research.  Please  see  our  price  list  for  other 
Alaskan  numismatic  publications. 


INTERESTING  WEB  SITES 

All  begin  with  http://www. 

yukonweb.com  Neat  site  with  all  sorts  of  information 
about  Yukon.  Has  on-line  versions  of  the  Whitehorse, 
Dawson  and  Watson  Lake  newspapers. 
money.org  The  ANAs  pages.  Many  articles  and  other 
information. 

amnumsoc2.org  The  ANS  pages.  Haven’t  really 
explored  this  one,  but  if  memory  serves  me,  there  is  a 
bibliographic  data  base. 

coinworld.com  Coin  World.  A  few  of  the  current 
articles  from  the  newspaper. 

kds.org/dick  Dick  Powell’s  pages.  Alaskan  token 
collector  with  a  few  items  for  sale. 
smart.is/ice-coin  Ice-Coin’s  pages.  See  ad  in  this  issue. 
cam.org/~anfc/p_somod.htm  Jorgen  Somod's  pages. 
Has  English  translations  of  some  of  his  diverse  articles. 
image.dk/~winthrop/hcnder.htm.  This  is  not  Alaskan, 
but  Henderson  Island  in  the  south  Pacific,  part  of  the 
Pitcairn  group.  Shows  what  can  be  done  with  a  web  site. 


FAIRBANKS:  Elks  Lodge  #1551,  1997  ASEA 
Convention.  Brass,  34mm. 
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FEBR  UAR  Y  INVENTOR  Y  REDUCTIONS!!! 


We  finished  our  annual  inventory,  and  found  that  we  had  too  many  of  some  items,  and  others  have  been  here  just  too  long! 
To  try  to  prevent  having  to  count  them  again  at  the  end  of  this  year,  we  are  offering  special  prices  to  entice  you  into 
purchasing  them.  All  our  inventory  is  limited,  these  are  just  a  little  less  limited.  Postage  is  $3  on  all  orders  from  this  list. 


.  *■ 


FAIRBANKS:  Fairview  Hotel,  25*  I/T,  B-19b.  This  is 
item  0081  from  our  price  list  where  it  is  priced  at  $25.00. 
This  catalogs  for  $100  -  an  error  in  our  mind.  These  are 
dug,  and  not  the  best  that  we  sell  for  $25.  Still  not  bad, 
and  even  more  acceptable  at  only  $10.00 


ALASKA  RAILROAD:  The  “Artists  Series”,  1991. 
Item  1095  from  our  list  at  $50.  Only  one,  let’s  get  rid  of 


ALASKA  HIGHWAY:  By  the  Alaska  Mint.  We 
checked  the  price  on  these  a  year  or  so  ago  and  the 
Alaska  Mint  was  asking  $150.  Our  regular  price  is  a 
good  deal  at  $85,  but  let’s  try-  $75.00 


25 Til  ANNIVERSARY  OF  STATEHOOD:  1984,  one 
ounce  silver  medal.  This  was  the  first  of  many  25th 
anniversary  medals.  Somehow  omitted  from  our  price 
list!  Regularly  $25,  now  only  $12  or  5  for  $50.00 


FAIRBANKS  COIN  CLUB:  Assorted  bronze  medals 
regularly  $4.50  each.  Take  you  pick  of  Bartlett  (197 1), 
Reeve  1976,  Seppala  1978,  Nerland  1979  at  only 

$2.00  each 


ANCHORAGE:  Alaska  National  Bank  of  the  North, 
encased  cent,  item  1187,  listed  at  $3.50.  We  will  sell 
these  at  $2.50  each  or  5  for  $10.00 


ANCHORAGE:  Arctic  Winter  Games,  1974,  brass.  Item 
1 193,  already  on  sale  at  $1.50 
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ELISHA  KENT  KANE 

ARCTIC  EXPLORER 

by 

Douglas  W.  Wamsley 


This  short  article  recounts  the  brief,  but  notable  life  of  Elisha  Kent  Kane,  arctic  explorer,  which  seems  to 
have  become  lost  or  forgotten  in  today's  history  lessons. 

Elisha  Kent  Kane  was  bom  in  1820  and  died  in  1857,  at  the  youthful  age  of  37.  Although  his  life  was 
rather  short,  in  his  time,  he  was  an  immensely  popular  figure  and  a  hero  in  both  the  U.S.  and  abroad.  When 
we  look  at  his  accomplishments  both  in  arctic  and  elsewhere,  and  the  chronic  illness  under  which  he  suffered 
the  better  part  of  his  life,  we  can  understand  how  he  could  be  characterized  as  the  classic  Victorian  here 

Kane  was  bom  into  a  prominent  Philadelphia  family,  the  oldest  of  seven  children.  His  father,  was  Attorney- 
General  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  later  a  Federal  Judge  in  Pennsylvania.  Little  is  known  of  Kane's 
boyhood.  Through  his  father's  efforts,  he  was  accepted  at  the  University  of  Virginia  as  a  civil  engineering 
student.  While  at  the  University,  he  was  struck  with  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatic  fever,  which  chronically 
damaged  his  heart,  and  almost  caused  his  death  at  this  time.  It  was  the  most  important  event  of  his 
childhood.  Ironically,  it  was  this  illness,  that  would  continually  haunt  him,  and  ultimately  cause  his 
premature  death  at  the  age  of  37,  that  would  become  the  catalyst  for  his  adventurous  and  notable  life.  Living 
with  the  knowledge  that  his  illness  could  overtake  him  at  any  moment,  day  or  night,  caused  Kane  to  live  his 
life  to  the  fullest. 

After  graduation  from  the  University  of  Virginia,  Kane  studied  medicine  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  acquired  the  working  medical  experience  which  would  serve  him  well  during  important  periods  of  his 
life.  While  at  the  University,  he  demonstrated  his  intellectual  abilities  and  made  something  of  a  name  for 
himself  within  the  academic  medical  community  for  his  published  research  regarding  the  analysis  of  urine 
as  a  basis  for  determining  pregnancy.  His  conclusion  that  urine  of  pregnant  women  differed  from  non¬ 
pregnant  women  was  basically  correct. 

After  graduation,  Kane  embarked  on  a  two  year  period  of  travel  and  adventure  to  exotic  parts  of  the  world 
that  reads  like  a  dime  novel.  To  hear  of  these  exploits  today,  one  would  think  they  were  fictional.  In  1 843, 
he  accompanied  the  U.S.  delegation  of  Oliver  Peny  to  Peking,  China  that  sought  to  establish  diplomatic  ties 
with  the  Chinese,  long  closed  to  the  Western  world.  On  the  way,  he  visited  ports  in  Brazil,  India,  the 
Philippines,  Bombay  and  Ceylon.  He  crawled  through  caves,  hiked  mountains  and  met  important  dignitaries. 

One  event  which  is  particularly  dramatic  provides  an  interesting  insight  into  the  character  of  Kane.  While 
in  the  Philippine's,  Kane  convinced  several  companions  to  hike  to  the  top  of  the  Crater  of  Taal.  then  an 
active  volcano,  which  periodically  spewed  volcanic  ash  and  sulphur.  Once  they  reached  the  top,  to  the 
outright  horror  of  his  companions,  Kane  announced  that  he  would  be  descending  a  100  foot  vertical  cliff 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


(continued  on  page  1 7) 


EDITORIAL 


Our  thanks  to  Doug  Wamsley  for  the  fine  article  on  Elisha 
Kent  Kane.  It  is  always  nice  to  have  some  one  else  do  the 
writing,  and  all  I  have  to  do  is  layout! 

Lee  Poleske  sent  in  a  short  piece  about  Stan’s  Bar,  and 
Alan  Weinberg  contributed  a  neat  color  copy  of  match 
safe.  Unfortunately,  we  don’t  do  color  (too  expensive). 
Jerry  Remick  once  again  provides  information  on  an 
interesting  Canadian  municipal  token.  Our  thanks  to  all 
contributors  to  this  issue. 

Well,  will  keep  this  short,  as  we  are  behind  schedule  in 
getting  this  out.  Wanted  to  include  the  Alaskan  items  that 
are  in  our  March  28th  auction.  Hope  that  you  can  find 
something  of  interest. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


LABRADOR  WEST 


The  Newfoundland  Mid  Labrador  Winter  Games 
Association  of  Labrador  City,  Newfoundland  issued  a 
1998  $2.00  municipal  token,  valid  until  April  1,  1998  at 
participating  merchants  in  Wabash  and  nearby  Labrador 
City,  both  situate  almost  on  the  western  boundary  of 
Labrador,  with  Quebec  to  the  west.  The  games  are  known 
as  the  Labrador  West  Winter  Games. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hans  com 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cle worth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 

e-mail:  akcoins  @  mosquitonet.com 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $10  per  year 

Canada  $12  per 

year 

Elsewhere  $25  per  year. 


The  obverse  of  the  token  shows  a  frontal  view  of  a 
caribou.  The  caribou  is  the  official  mascot  of  the  New¬ 
foundland  and  Labrador  Winter  Games.  Nelson  G. 
Larson  of  Labrador  City  designed  the  obverse  and  Cheryl 
Hardy  did  the  artwork. 

The  West  Labrador  Games’  logo  is  on  the  reverse.  It  was 
designed  in  1982  by  David  French  for  the  last  Labrador 
West  Games,  which  were  commemorated  on  a  1982 
municipal  trade  dollar.  The  stylized  snowflake  with  eight 
points  in  the  lower  left  comer  of  the  logo  represents  the 
eight  regions  of  Newfoundland  Province  converging  on 
the  two  towns  in  Labrador  West. 


Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  ‘/z  page  -  $8  Vi  page  -  $5 

1/8  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5  issues. 
Classified  ads:  20  cents  per  line. 

Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates. 


Alaska ,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


Pro  1<*>() 

ALASKA 

Yukon  At  N.W.T. 

Advertising  &  Souvenirs 

wArsrrm 

weir 


KICK  AIM  >  KKISINf  IRH 
2610  IIOI.OATK 
TACOMA  WA  98402 
-<*<*.)  272  7092 
( •?  SY> 

Anythin*  B»rihc  Cun* f  Sl>»miihipLo 


•  Travel  Brochure* 

•  Kphemera 

•  I ’o*l  card* 

•  I’lyiloo  k*  View  honk* 

•  f  *|ly  I  hreelnrio* 

•  1*  lephone  Hook* 


•  Ton  nut  Souvenir* 

•  (  'hinn  A  Boll  le* 

•  Bin*  A  Badge* 

•  |*n*l  cm  A  Bain  tin** 

•  M.i ishhook*  A  Calender* 

•  I  ,irrn*e  Blate* 


Admiral  I. me  Ban  American  Airway* 


/  am  a  tenons  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material ! 

(apMWD 


Lawrence  Medallic  Art  of  Mississauga,  Ontario  struck  the 
token  on  33mm  blanks  as  follows:  nickel  bonded  steel 
(13,000)  and  brassy  colored  aureate  bonded  steel  (2,000). 
The  ABS  tokens  have  a  small  engraving  of  a  large  steam 
shovel  loading  iron  ore  into  the  truck  between  the 
caribou’s  antlers.  The  games  association  is  unable  to  fill 
mail  orders.  These  can  be  ordered  from  Ray  Desjardins, 
P.O.  11447,  Station  H,  Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada  K2H 
7V1.  Prices  are  $3.50  for  NBS  and  $6.50  for  the  ABS. 

Open  pit  iron  mining  with  one  mine  in  Labrador  City  and 
another  in  Wabash  are  the  backbone  of  the  economy. 
Excellent  hunting,  fishing,  wilderness  camping,  winter 
sports  and  bus  tours  to  Churchill  Falls  are  responsible  for 
a  growing  tourist  industry.  A  32  page  bilingual  “Guide  to 
Labrador  West”  with  data  on  all  activities  in  the  area  is 
available  free  on  request  from  Labrador  West  Tourism 
Development  Corp.,  P.O.  Box  1237,  Wabash,  labrador, 
Canada  AOR  1B0. 

-Jerry  Remick 
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into  the  volcano  to  obtain  sulphur  and  water 
samples.  His  companions  were  so  against  the 
endeavor,  that  Kane  supplied  them  with  a  written 
letter  absolving  them  from  any  liability  as  a  result 
of  Kane's  attempt.  From  nearby  bamboo,  they 
fashioned  a  rope  which  was  placed  around  Kane's  waste 
and  by  which  he  was  lowered  to  the  floor.  Kane 
obtained  his  samples,  but  returned  nearly  exhausted  and 
nearly  overcome  with  sulphuric  fumes  in  the  process.  To 
make  the  story  even  worse,  upon  their  return  to  the 
village,  the  party  encountered  a  group  of  natives  who 
were  angered  that  their  sacred  landmark  had  been 
disturbed.  To  round  out  his  trip,  he  returned  home  by 
way  of  India,  Greece,  Egypt  (where  he  scaled  an  ancient 
statue  and  had  his  journals  and  gear  stolen),  and  France 
and  home. 

After  his  return,  seeking  more  adventure  he  was  assigned 
by  Secretary  of  State  James  Buchanan  to  an  extremely 
hazardous  mission,  to  carry  a  secret  message  to  General 
Winfield  Scott  in  Mexico  during  the  Mexican  War.  The 
exploit  provides  more  evidence  of  Kane's  adventurous 
spirit.  Kane  succeeded  in  delivering  the  message, 
however  along  the  way,  he  gamed  a  great  deal  of  fame. 
Kane  traveled  from  Vera  Cruz  Mexico  with  a  group  of 
Mexican  rebels  loyal  to  General  Scott.  On  the  journey, 
the  party  literally  stumbled  upon  a  group  of  enemy 
Mexican  soldiers,  including  Brigadier  General  Gaona  and 
his  son.  Major  Gaona,  who  had  previously  fought  against 
Scott.  During  the  skirmish,  Kane  received  a  flesh  wound 
and  Kane  himself  slashed  the  Major  severing  an  artery. 
Kane's  party  ultimately  subdued  the  enemy  Mexicans. 
When  victorious  rebels  then  sought  to  hang  Brigadier 
General  Gaona,  Kane  intervened  and  was  stabbed  four 
times  by  his  own  men  and  was  speared  by  a  lance.  He 
finally  held  off  the  rebels  with  his  pistols  mid  prevented 
the  hanging.  In  addition,  using  his  medical  talents,  Kane 
succeeded  in  saving  the  life  of  the  bleeding  Major  Gaona 
(who  had  the  severed  artery)  with  a  fork  and  some 
sewing  thread.  The  story  made  its  way  to  the  American 
Press  and  became  front  page  news  in  the  newspapers. 
Kane  returned  as  a  hero. 

After  his  return  from  Mexico  began  the  events  that  would 
make  him  a  heroic  figure  in  American  arctic  exploration. 
In  1845,  the  British  Government  had  dispatched  an 
ambitious  expedition  to  the  Canadian  arctic  in  search  of 
the  fabled  Northwest  Passage.  It  was  led  by  Sir  John 
Franklin  and  included  two  ships  and  1 29  men.  For  three 
years  after  its  departure  not  a  word  was  heard  from  the 
expedition.  When  anxiety  reached  a  fever  pitch,  the 
British  despatched  several  expeditions  to  search  for  it. 


The  wife  of  Sir  John  Franklin  made  a  personal  plea  to 
the  president  of  the  US  and  American  whalers  to  help 
locate  her  husband.  The  search  for  Franklin  took  on 
romantic  proportions  in  Victorian  England.  An  Ameri¬ 
can  shipping  magnate,  Henry  Grinnell,  hearing  of  the 
appeal  personally  outfitted  two  ships  to  search  for 
Franklin.  Kane  volunteered  for,  and  was  accepted  as  the 
physician.  The  ship  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Edwin  De  Haven. 

The  expedition,  together  with  several  British  expeditions, 
did  locate  signs  of  the  missing  Franklin  Expedition,  but 
were  not  able  to  determine  its  unfortunate  fate  at  that 
time.  The  American  Expedition  wintered  m  the  arctic, 
through  the  long,  dark  months.  Today,  it  is  hard  to 
imagine  the  difficulties  under  which  they  labored.  The 
men  suffered  from  attacks  of  scurvy  from  the  lack  of 
vitamin  C.  Kane  was  more  successful  than  others  in  this 
regard  since  he  ate  rats  that  had  stowed  on  board  the 
ships.  After  drifting  m  the  ice  for  months,  the  ships  were 
set  free  in  May  1851  and  returned  home  more  than  a 
year  after  their  departure. 

De  Haven  declined  to  publish  an  account  of  the 
expedition.  Kane,  however,  jumped  at  the  opportunity  to 
publish  his  experiences,  and  his  account  of  the 
expedition  did  more  than  anything  else  to  make  him 
known  as  an  arctic  explorer  and  author.  His  book, 
entitled  “The  U.S.  Grinnell  Expedition  in  Search  of  Sir 
John  Franklin”  was  published  by  Harpers.  It  provided  a 
graphic  and  vivid  account  of  the  harsh  life  in  the  arctic 
regions.  It  was  well- written  for  the  general  public  and 
included  Gothic  and  romanticized  engravings  of  arctic 
scenes  based  on  watercolors  by  James  Hamilton.  Kane 
captured  the  public's  imagination  and  interest  in  the 
arctic  with  his  book  and  it  became  a  best  seller. 

Following  his  first  expedition,  Kane  yearned  to  return  to 
the  arctic.  He  commenced  a  series  of  lectures  to  gain 
financial  support  for  another  attempt  to  find  Sir  John 
Franklin.  The  patron  of  the  First  Grinnell  Expedition, 
Henry  Grinnell,  stepped  forward  with  others  to  support 
the  expedition.  In  1853,  the  expedition  left  NY  for  the 
arctic.  Kane  was  immediately  struck  with  a  flare-up  of 
his  chronic  illness.  On  the  west  coast  of  Greenland,  the 
expedition  spent  not  one  but  two  years,  exploring  and 
taking  scientific  observations.  Kane  was  among  the  first 
to  recognize  that  the  Eskimo  of  the  region  could  educate 
the  explorers  about  how  to  live  m  the  harsh  arctic 
environment. 

After  the  ship  was  not  freed  from  the  ice  after  the  second 
winter,  the  crew  were  faced  with  the  thought  of  a  third 
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winter.  Morale  at  this  point  was  obviously  low.  Kane 
and  his  men  abandoned  the  ship  for  a  600  mile  journey 
to  civilization.  Kane  successfully  led  his  men  to  safety 
through  one  of  the  most  difficult  arctic  retreats  ever 
made.  It  was  through  Kane's  leadership  and  skill  that 
they  were  ultimately  able  to  reach  safety. 

By  die  time  of  die  return  of  the  expedition,  Kane's  illness 
had  made  him  progressively  weaker.  He  still  worked 
hard  to  write  another  narrative  for  an  eager  public.  His 
book  was  entitled  “Arctic  Explorations  in  the  Years 
1853,  54  and  55."  In  its  first  year,  over  60,000  copies 
were  sold.  It  was  more  successful  than  his  previous  book 
and  became  the  coffee  table  book  for  America. 

With  his  health  failing,  Kane  traveled  to  Havana,  Cuba 
for  better  weather  and  recuperation.  With  his  mother  at 
his  side,  he  died  on  February  16,  1857.  His  funeral  was 
a  testament  to  his  national  fame.  It  was  the  largest  and 
longest  in  American  history  until  the  death  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Kane's  body  was  escorted  from  Cuba  to  New 
Orleans  to  Cincinnati.  The  Mississippi  River  was  lined 
with  mourners.  The  train  from  Cincinnati,  to 
Philadelphia  took  four  days  as  a  result  of  the  masses 
along  die  way. 

Today  Americans  are  not  likely  to  remember  Kane  or  his 
accomplishments .  Possibly  as  a  result  of  the  momentous 
consequences  of  the  American  Civil  War,  his  exploits 
were  temporarily  forgotten.  During  his  life,  however  he 
was  an  important  figure  in  American  culture  and 
contributed  greatly  to  America's  stature  in  the  field  of 
arctic  exploration  and  science. 


Below  are  a  number  of  medallic  tributes  to  Dr.  Kane: 

(Arctic  Medal)  Advance  Rescue  (obverse  side  with  two  ships 
nipped  in  the  ice.  Presented  by  the  British  Residents  of  New 
York,  to  (recipient’s  name)  in  Commemoration  of  His 
Services,  in  the  American  Arctic  Expedition  sent  by  Henry 
Grinnell,  Esq.  in  Search  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  1851.  This 
medal  was  awarded  to  each  member  of  the  First  Grinnell 
Expedition. 

(Arctic  Medal)  Victoria  D:G:Brittanniarum  F:D:  (obverse 
side  with  portrait  of  Queen  Victoria  and  initials  L.C.  Wyon).  The 
British  Government  to  the  Officers  and  Men  Engaged  in  the 
American  Arctic  Expedition  As  a  Token  of  Gratitude  for 
their  Generous  Services  (reverse  side  and  around  periphery). 
This  medal  was  issued  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Second 
Grinnell  Expedition  (gold  to  officers  and  silver  to  seamen).  The 
recipient’s  name  is  engraved  on  the  edge. 


(Plaque)  E.K.  Kane  U.S.N.  (oval  raised  bust  of  Kane  facing 
left).  Approximately  IV*  inches  high  by  5  3/8  inches  wide. 

(Plaque)  E.K  Kane,  Born  at  Philadelphia,  February  3, 1820, 
Died  at  Havana,  February  16, 1857  (oval  raised  bust  of  Kane 
facing  right,  initials  W.G.C.).  Approximately  5  inches  in 
diameter,  circular. 

(Token)  Kane  Lodge,  A.L.  5858,  No.  454  F.  &  A.M.  (obverse, 
with  fur  clad  figure  seated  holding  a  U.S.  flag,  ship  frozen  in  the 
ice  in  die  background).  Member.  Meetings  Held  1st  3rd  &  5th 
Tuesdays  (reverse).  Issued  by  file  Masonic  Lodge  named  for 
Kane. 


(Token)  Dr.  Elisha  Kent  Kane  (obverse,  bust  of  Kane).  Born 
in  Phila.  Pa.  Feb.  3, 1820,  Commander  of  the  Grinnell  Arctic 
Expedition  May  30, 1853,  Died  Feb.  14, 1857  (reverse). 


(Token)  Dr.  Elisha  Kent  Kane,  the  Great  Arctic  Navigator, 

UJSJS.,  ship  frozen  in  ice  in  cartouche  (obverse  with  the  name  G. 
Lovett  New  York  -ed.  note,  die  sinker).  Masonic  symbols  on  the 
reverse,  likely  issued  by  a  Masonic  Lodge.  Possibly  a  funeral 
medal. 

(Token)  USNS  Kane.  U.S.  Naval  Oceanographic  Office 
(obverse  with  portrait  of  Kane).  Elisha  Kent  Kane  Discoverer 
of  the  Kennedy  Channel  and  the  Kane  Basin  1820-1857 

Issued  by  the  U.S.  Oceanographic  Office  in  connection  with  the 
launching  of  the  U.S.N.  S.  Kane,  a  research  vessel. 

I  would  be  interested  in  knowing  of  any  other  commemorative 
or  service  medals  relating  to  Kane  or  his  expeditions.  I  can  be 
reached  at  wamsleyd@msn.com. 

Editors  Note:  More  information  about  Elisha  Kent  Kane  can  be 
found  in  the  following  issues  of  Alaskan  Token  Collector  & 
Polar  Numismatist:  July  1988,  February  1991,  November  1992 
and  January  1996. 


(Medal)  FJnha  Kent  Kane,  Founded  ...  (obverse  bust  of  Kane). 
For  Eminent  ( Geographical  Research,  Cieographical  Society 
of  Philadelphia,  Awarded  To  (reverse,  emblem  of  Society). 
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STAN’S  BAR,  SEWARD 


v  STAN’Q^ 


STAN’S 
BAR 

SEWARB,  ALASKA 


75* 


kPH.  CA  4-5555 J 


DRINK 


Just  a  few  remarks  about  a  Seward  token  listed  in  the 
second  edition  of  Alaska  Tokens  by  Ronald  J.  Benice, 
Stan’s  Bar,  Seward  B-17.  The  comment  about  the  token 
in  die  book  is:  “Possibly  Stanton  and  Jacobs,  1949-1954; 
possibly  for  a  planned  business  that  never  opened.  The 
token  may  be  post  statehood.” 


The  first  suggestion  is  not  possible  because  of  die  phone 
number  on  the  token:  CA  4-5555.  The  CA  4  prefix  did 
not  go  into  effect  until  April  1959.  Since  the  statehood 
proclamation  was  signed  January  3,  1959,  this  is  definite¬ 
ly  a  post  statehood  token. 


The  second  suggestion  is  mostly  likely  true.  I  checked  die 
Seward  telephone  books  for  1959  to  1964  and  there  is 
no  Stan’s  Bar  listed.  I  came  to  Seward  in  1964  and 
know  there  has  not  been  a  Stan’s  Bar  in  town  since  then. 
Also,  I  have  asked  several  people  who  lived  in  Seward  in 
the  1950s  and  1960s  and  none  of  them  can  remember  a 
Stan’s  Bar. 

-Lee  Poleske 


MORE  MATCH  SAFES! 


COMPLIMENTS 

OF 


TONY  DORTERO 

Skagway,  Alaska 


•m. 


KUBLEY’S 

cimi/L’e  /*MDirte 


SOUVENIRS 
Ketchikan,  Alaska 

' 


.  -  . 


Richard  Reisinger  submitted  the  match  safes  above.  At 
the  top  is  a  metal  and  celluloid  match  safe  with  cigar 
cutter.  Below  that  is  a  leather  match  box  holder,  gold  on 
black. 


KETCHIKAN  MATCH  SAFE 


This  great  piece  was  sent  in  by  Alan  Weinberg.  I  just 
hope  that  it  reproduces  well.  It  is  a  match  safe  from  John 
A.  Anderson,  manufacturer  of  Ketchikan  Cigar.  It  is 
apparently  a  holiday  gift. 

In  researching  the  Yukon  Cigar  token,  your  editor 
learned  that  there  were  cigar  manufacturers  all  over  the 
country,  including  Alaska.  Here  is  a  rare  souvenir  from 
one  of  these  small  businesses. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


EYAK:  B.N.  &  Co.,  12!4^  in  trade,  B-lb.  Not  illustrated 
(submitted  by  Alan  Weinberg). 


MINTAGES 


For  your  information,  I  chaired  die  production  of  two 
medals  in  Sitka  in  1962  and  1963. 

Alaska  Native  Brotherhood: 

2,500  bronze 
50  silver 
4  gold 

Sitka  Chamber  of  Commerce  Trade  Dollar 

20,000  copper-nickel 
50  silver 

4  gold  -George  A.  Hall 

ed  note:  these  numbers  do  differ  from  those  reported  in 
Alaska’s  Coinage  Through  the  Years  by  Gould,  Bressctl 
and  Dethridge. 
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ALASKA  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  BOX  72832  -  551B  SECOND  AVE. 

99707  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA  99701 

(907)  452-6461 

e-mail:  akcoins@mosquitonet.com 

AUCTION:  TO  BE  HELD  AT  7:00  P.M.,  MARCH  28TH  IN  FAIRBANKS.  These  are  just  the 
Alaskan  items.  If  you  want  a  complete  listing,  please  call  or  write  to  the  address  above.  Phone  bids  may  be  called  in 
between  10:00  A.M.  and  5:00  P.M.,  Monday  to  Saturday.  Bids  will  also  be  accepted  at  the  e-mail  address  above. 

ALASKAN  TOKENS 


Offered  below  is  an  assortment  of  outstanding  Alaskan  tokens,  ranging  from  scarce  to  very  rare.  A  special  selection 
of  tokens  from  Douglas  and  Tanana  are  noted.  Most  will  grade  VF-AU.  Exceptions  are  noted.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
some  of  these  have  been  offered  at  public  auction.  For  others,  it  has  been  many  years  since  they  have  appeared.  A  few 
more  common  items  are  included.  If  you  need  these  tokens  for  your  collection,  do  not  be  bashful,  as  it  will  probably 
be  years  before  they  appear  again! 


222  Bethel:  Northern  Commercial  Company,  set  of  3;  25  and  500  and  $1,  b-2  a  to  c.  Scarce  tokens  horn 

a  famous  Alaskan  trading  company.  Three  pieces.  400.00 

223  Cape  Edwards:  Deep  Sea  Salmon  Co.,  250  in  mdse,  only,  B-lc.  Scarce  token  from  a  scarce  location. 

Some  light  corrosion.  200.00 

224  Chatanika:  Frank  Cacy,  250  in  trade,  B-2a.  Very  rough,  dug,  not  pretty.  But  we  believe  it  is  the  only 

specimen  known!  400.00 

225  Douglas:  Denver  Bar,  Powell  &  Drew,  6V40  in  trade,  B-6a.  175.00 

226  Douglas:  Douglas  Inn,  50  in  trade,  B-lOa.  150.00 

227  Douglas:  Douglas  Opera  House  Bar,  6V*0  in  trade,  B-12a.  A  bit  corroded  and  slight  bend.  Not  as  bad 

as  it  sounds.  200.00 

228  Douglas:  Hunter  Hotel,  6Vi0  in  trade,  B-22a.  200.00 

229  Douglas:  The  Novelty  Shop,  6140  in  trade,  B-29a.  A  bit  corroded,  hole  is  smaller  than  in  the  book.  225.00 

230  Douglas:  The  Palace  of  Sweets,  6%0  in  trade,  B-31a.  A  bit  worn,  but  still  legible.  175.00 

231  Douglas:  C.S.  Swihart,  6140  in  trade,  B-38a.  225.00 

232  Fairbanks:  California,  Martin  &  Koon,  250  in  trade.  Some  dirt  and  light  corrosion.  250.00 

233  Fairbanks:  Horseshoe  Saloon,  good  for  one  drink,  B-26a.  Dug  and  rough  but  mostly  legible.  250.00 

234  Fairbanks:  Nordale  Hotel  Bar  &  Pool  Room,  250  in  trade,  B-38a.  Variety  with  the  curved  base  “2” 

in  “25.”  A  very  attractive  piece  with  no  problems.  250.00 

235  Fairbanks:  The  Senate,  25  in  trade,  B-52a.  Dark  patches  that  we  believe  will  clean  off,  might  be 

paint.  A  very  rare  token.  350.00 

236  False  Pass:  P.E.  Harris  &  Co.,  250  in  trade,  B-lc.  200.00 

237  Hidden  Inlet:  P.E.  Harris  &  Co.,  5  and  250  in  trade,  B-l  a  and  c.  Two  pieces.  375.00 

238  Juneau:  Arctic  Barber  Shop,  Spores  &  Hain,  12V30  in  trade,  B-6b.  250.00 

239  Koyukuk:  J.W.  Evans,  $1  in  trade,  B-ld.  Some  light  corrosion.  250.00 

240  Kukak  Bay:  Hemrich  Packing  Co.,  S10  in  trade  at  store  or  office,  B-lgii.  This  appears  to  be  the 

copper  variety.  It  is  counterstamped  “26”  on  the  obverse  making  the  token  slightly  dish-shaped.  250.00 

241  Kukak  Bay:  Pioneer  Packing  Co.,  “40”,  B-2b.  250.00 

242  Nenana:  Nenana  Trading  Post,  $1  in  trade,  B-5a.  A  bit  worn,  scratches  outlining  1.00.  Still  not  bad 

and  a  very  acceptable  specimen  of  a  rare  token.  200.00 

243  Nenana:  Nenana  Trading  Post,  $5  in  trade,  B-5b.  225.00 

244  Nenana:  Terminal  Cigar  Store,  250  in  trade,  B-8a.  A  bit  worn,  lets  say  Fine.  250.00 

245  Nome:  Pioneer  Drug  Co.,  250  in  trade,  B-40a.  Some  light  corrosion.  175.00 

246  Northern  Commercial  Co.:  N.C.  Co.,  set  of  three,  all  with  raised  “3”.  The  25  is  counterstamped 
“A”  on  the  obverse,  and  “574”  on  the  reverse.  The  50  has  no  counterstamps,  and  is  a  lustrous  AU/BU. 

The  “1”  is  counterstamped  “296”  on  the  obverse  and  is  only  about  Fine.  A  scarce  three  piece  set.  450.00 

247  Northern  Commercial  Co.:  N.C.  Co.  in  flag,  T  in  diamond,  B-3b.  Presumably  for  the  steamer 

Tanana  No  denomination.  Very  scarce.  200.00 

248  Palmer:  Masonic  Penny,  Palmer  Chapter  No.  8  R.A.M.,  B-3a.  Mason’s  mark  in  the  shield.  Very 
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scarce,  the  first  we  have  seen  from  Palmer. 

249  Pitka's  Point:  $1  in  trade,  B-lb,  light  corrosion.  The  small  size  $1. 

250  Pitka  Point:  $1  in  trade,  B-lc,  a  bit  worn,  about  Fine.  The  large  size  $1. 

251  Skagway:  Mascotte  Saloon,  50  in  trade,  B-17a. 

252  Tanana:  The  Grand,  Chas.  Chanquist,  good  for  one  drink  or  cigar,  B-la.  A  bit  worn,  about  VG. 

253  Tanana:  Headquarters,  good  for  one  drink  or  cigar,  B-2a. 

254  Tanana:  J.W.B.,  good  for  one  drink,  B-3a. 

255  Tanana:  The  Senate,  good  for  one  drink  or  cigar,  B-7a.  Light  corrosion,  some  bubbles,  not  bad. 

256  Tanana:  R.R.  Stoddard,  250  in  trade,  B-8a,  worn,  about  VG. 

257  Tanana:  Tanana  Bar,  250  in  trade,  B-9a,  worn,  holed  at  12:00. 

258  Tanana:  Timothy’s  Place,  250  in  trade,  B-lOa,  corroded. 

259  Tanana:  Yukon  Saloon,  C.J.  Smith,  good  for  dog  salmon  or  drinks,  250,  B-l  la.  This  is  one  of  my 

favorite  Alaskan  tokens.  It  is  even  better  than  a  box  of  clams. 

260  Valdez:  C.M.  Day,  12VS0  in  trade,  B-5b. 

261  Alaska  Yukon  Pacific  Exposition,  1909,  V*  DWT  Gold  token,  XF.  Neat  small  gold  piece. 

ALASKAN  MEDALS  AND  ALASKANA 

262  Palmer:  Matanuska  Valley,  Heartland  of  Alaska  1  oz.  silver  medal.  Also,  two  items  from  the  Palmer 

Moose  Lodge  793.  The  first  is  a  brass  medal  noting  34  years  (!)  of  progress.  The  second  is  an 
aluminum  diink  token.  Conditions  of  these  three  pieces  is  P/L,  AU  and  XF  respectively. 

263  Gold  and  Silver  Charms:  Territorial  Seal  in  10K  gold  and  sterling  silver,  1 1mm  in  diameter. 

Attractive,  the  gold  is  bright,  while  the  silver  is  antiqued. 

264  Alaska  Medals:  1967  Purchase  Centennial  issued  by  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia.  The  obverse 

features  the  Sourdough,  while  the  reverse  is  the  Purchase  Centennial  Totem.  A  set  of  silver 
and  bronze,  the  silver  is  number  1001.  Also  included,  from  die  Franklin  Mint’s  “History  of 
the  United  States,”  the  1867  medal  noting  the  purchase  of  Alaska  from  Russia  with  an  Inuit 
and  his  dog  on  the  obverse.  Finally,  two  1964  medals  from  the  75th  anniversary  of  Montana 
statehood,  which  also  happens  to  be  the  100th  anniversary  of  Montana  Territorial  status.  One 
is  silver,  while  the  other  is  a  copper-nickel  alloy.  A  total  of  five  medals. 

265  Alaska  Boosters  Dollar,  1962,  from  the  Seattle  World’s  Fair.  This  piece  is  stamped  “CANCELLED.” 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  this  counterstamp,  what  purpose  it  may  have  served,  or 
if  it  is  totally  spurious. 

266  Alaska  Railroad  Silver  Medals,  1985.  During  1984-85,  2,000  numbered  silver  medals  were 

struck  commemorating  the  purchase  of  the  Alaska  Railroad  by  the  State  of  Alaska  from  the 
Federal  Government.  The  two  offered  hear  are  numbers  36  and  882.  Also  included  are  the 
1984  Alaska  Silver  Anniversary,  1992  Alaska  Highway/Lend  Lease  and  U  of  A  Museum 
Riverboat  Nenana  medals.  Five  medals. 

267  State  of  Alaska  Medals.  A  “near”  complete  set  of  1/10  troy  ounce  silver  medals,  missing  only  die 

1992.  Includes  (mintages  in  parenthesis);  1989  (1,934),  1990  (1,600),  1991  (unknown  -  company 
went  bankrupt  half  way  through  the  year),  1993  (862).  1994  (1,550),  1995  (3,000),  1996  (2,355) 
and  1997  (not  reported  yet).  The  first  years  were  made  on  a  broad,  thin  planchet.  The  remaining 
years  are  on  thicker  but  small  blanks.  A  neat  piece  of  contemporary  Alaskana  and  very  difficult 
to  assemble.  Seven  pieces. 

268  Alaska  Pins.  Includes:  1982  and  (2)  1984  Fur  Rendezvous  (one  of  the  1984  pins  has  a  broken 

pin  back);  1987  and  1988  Golden  Days  (Fairbanks);  1988  Fairbanks  Ice  Festival;  1989 
Yukon  Quest;  and  (2)  Alaskan  Kiwanis  pins.  A  total  of  9  pins. 

269  Tanana  Valley  Kennel  Club  Award  Medals.  Two  large  2"  diameter  uniface  medals  with  the 

Tanana  Valley  Kennel  Club  surrounding  a  map  of  the  state  of  Alaska.  Two  pieces. 

270  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Railroad  Lot.  “A  Hand  Book  of  Vacation  Trips  in  Alaska  and  the  Yukon...” 

(4)  similar  but  different  booklets.  The  covers  are  the  same,  but  there  are  internal  differences.  These 
are  small,  3.5  by  6  inches.  Also  in  the  same  format,  “Summer  Excursions”,  “The  Alaska  Highway,” 
and  two  “To  West  Taku  Arm,”  all  different.  Folding  map  in  folder,  “Map  of  Alaska,  Atlin  and  the 
Yukon”  issued  by  White  Pass  &  Yukon  Route,”  1917.  “Alaska  Athn  and  the  Yukon,  White  Pass  & 
Yukon  Route”  large  booklet  with  cover  by  Segesman.  Very  attractive,  circa  1930s.  Another  large 
booklet,  “An  Invitation  to  Alaska  and  the  Yukon.”  Photo  cover,  probably  from  the  1940s.  A 
Baggage  Check,  probably  from  the  60s  or  70s.  Finally,  a  brass  uniform  button,  “The  White  Pass 
&  Yukon  Route”  with  the  company  flag  in  the  center.  A  total  of  13  pieces,  easily  worth  a  bid  of... 

271  The  Fairbanks,  Alaska  Trivia  Game.  This  game  was  made  by  Stu  Rothman  of  the  Lens  Unlimited 

about  1980  or  so  (we  were  still  at  53 1  Second  Ave.!).  Advertisers  bought  spaces  and  made  up 
some  of  the  questions.  Long  out  of  production.  Unopened. 
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Colonized  by  Norwegian  settlers,  the  islands  of  Shetland  (Hjaltland  in  Old  Norse)  remained  with  the  mother 
country  until  the  year  1469,  when  the  financially  embarrassed  Danish  King  was  obliged  to  pawn  them  for 
the  sum  of  8,000  Rheingulden  to  the  king  of  Scotland  as  part  of  a  Royal  Marriage  dowry. 


Despite  many  attempts  to  redeem  them,  the  Islands  have  remained  under  Scottish  and  subsequently  British 
rule  also,  ever  since.  However,  being  closer  to  the  west  of  Norway  than  the  more  populous  parts  of 
Scotland,  and  having  strong  trading  links  with  continental  Europe,  any  process  of  assimilation  was  slow, 
despite  the  arrival  of  much  Scottish  gentry,  and  the  old  ‘Norn’  language  remained  in  parts  of  Shetland  until 
as  recently  as  the  year  1800. 


Consequently,  to  this  very  day,  Shetland  retains  much  of  its  Norse  heritage,  including  place  names,  dialect 
and  a  deep  affinity  with  Scandinavia. 


The  Shetland  Bus 


“No  one  can  realize  our  feelings  when  we  saw  the  Shetland  Islands  low  on  the  horizon;  islands  which  were 
not  only  the  land  of  freedom,  but  of  kinsmen.”  -  Captain  Arstad  of  the  Royal  Norwegian  Navy. 

On  9  April  1940,  Norway  was  attacked  and  subsequently  occupied  by  Nazi  Germany.  Almost  immediately, 
there  began  an  exodus  of  refugees  from  all  along  the  coast,  in  any  vessel  thought  capable  of  the  trip,  to  the 
Shetland  Islands;  the  part  of  Britain  closest  to  Norway,  and  the  nearest  land  in  the  free  world,  except  neutral 
Sweden  (which  presented  problems  both  geographical  and  political)  to  most  of  the  country.  This  exodus, 
as  the  Occupation  of  Norway  itself,  lasted  almost  the  duration  of  the  Second  World  War,  but  was  only  part 
of  the  story  that  came  to  be  known  as  “The  Shetland  Bus.” 

For  many  young  men  taking  the  “Bus”  west  over  the  sea  to  Shetland,  usually  leaving  family  (whom  often 
faced  reprisals)  behind  them,  the  escape  from  Nazi  tyranny  was  no  victory.  After  rigorous  training  on  the 
British  mainland,  these  men,  the  prime  of  Norwegian  youth,  returned  north  to  Shetland  under  the  auspices 
of  British  Forces,  to  participate  in  probably  the  most  important  Allied  operation,  in  northern  waters,  of  the 
war. 

Using  Norwegian  fishing  boats,  often  armed  with  cleverly  concealed  machine-guns  to  defend  against  attack 
from  suspicious  enemy  aircraft,  large  quantities  of  essential  arms  and  radio  equipment,  and  many  secret 
agents,  were  successfully  landed  in  Norway,  often  under  the  very  noses  of  the  Germans,  to  aid  the  struggle 
against  the  enemy  Occupation.  Lunna,  on  the  east  coast  of  Shetland  was  the  base  for  these  operations,  but 
was  rather  inadequate  in  the  provision  of  all-too-necessary  repair  facilities  for  damaged  vessels  and  broken 

continued  on  page  24 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


HOARD  ALERT!!!! 


It  is  a  few  days  before  our  March  28  auction,  and  the 
mail  bids  are  looking  real  strong  in  the  Alaskan  section 
of  the  auction.  You  can  find  the  prices  realized  for  this 
auction  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


Dick  Powell  and  Alan  Weinberg  have  reported  a  quantity 
of  tokens  coming  onto  the  market.  From  combining  their 
reports  (they  both  saw  different  groups  of  tokens),  the 
following  are  now  in  the  market: 


We  bring  you  a  diversion  this  month.  The  Shetland 
Islands  sit  astride  the  60th  parallel,  meeting  our 
requirement  to  be  “north  of  60,”  not  that  we  haven’t 
been  known  to  violate  this  “rule.”  We  felt  that 
recognition  needed  to  be  given  to  those  that  served  in 
this  remote  theater  of  war  during  World  War  H.  We  hope 
that  you  find  the  information  presented  interesting. 

Phonecards  are  once  again  in  our  pages.  We  do  not  make 
a  serious  effort  to  keep  up  with  these,  but  as  information 
becomes  available,  we  will  run  it  in  the  newsletter  on  a 
space  available  basis.  Have  you  seen  any  price  lists  for 
phonecards  lately?  The  numbers  of  these  things  out 
there  makes  it  impossible  to  be  “complete,”  even  when 
you  limit  the  scope  of  your  collection. 

Also,  as  space  permits,  we  will  mention  web-sites  that  we 
have  found  interesting.  These  make  nice  space  fillers  for 
those  three  or  four  lines  at  the  end  of  a  column.  If  you 
find  a  web-site  that  you  think  we  should  mention,  send 
us  an  e-mail. 

A  slight  change  on  our  letter  head  can  be  seen  this 
month.  We  finally  dropped  the  “F  in  ARCI.  The 
subscription  rate  has  been  replaced  by  our  e-mail 
address.  We  do  anticipate  a  subscription  increase  next 
year  (come  on,  it  has  been  a  real  long  time).  We  are  not 
accepting  extensions  at  the  old  rate. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 

Editor  -  Dick  Hans  com 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurds  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $  1 0  per  year 

Canada  $  1 2  per  year 

Elsewhere  $25  per  year. 


Cleary  5a,  Willis  &  Welch 
Long  2a,  Willis  Bingle  Long  250 
Long  2b,  Willis  Bingle  Long  500 


50+  pieces 
100+  pieces 
25+  pieces 


Chena,  la,  B&K 


about  20  piece 


These  are  apparently  from  the  Willis  family  descendants, 
and  are  now  coming  on  the  market  because  of  a  death  in 
the  family. 


Alan  also  reports  that  an  oval  mirror  from  Willis  and 
Welch  has  also  changed  hands  (two  times!)  recently. 
Neither  Alan  or  Dick  were  offered  the  pressed  tin 
“Peanut  Dept.”  token. 

Long  time  subscribers  are  familiar  with  our  view  on 
hoards.  We  love  them.  They  make  previously  scarce 
tokens  available  and  affordable,  broadening  the  base  of 
collectible  material,  and  keeping  interest  alive  for  those 
who  thought  they  would  never  have  the  chance  to  own 
such  a  piece. 


Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  Yi  page  -  $8  Vi  page  -  $5 

1/8  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5  issues. 
Classified  ads:  20  cents  per  line. 

Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates. 


Hopefully,  this  information  will  prevent  subscribers  from 
paying  too  much  for  a  once  rare  token.  With  this 
information,  you  can  decide  if  the  price  asked  is 
acceptable  to  you. 
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engines,  and  provided  little  in  the  way  of  entertainment 
for  the  men  between  sorties. 

When,  in  1942,  the  Lerwick  shipyard  doing  most  of  the 
repair  work  became  swamped  with  Admiralty  work, 
finding  a  new  base  became  essential,  and  the  Shetland 
Bus  was  moved  to  Scalloway.  Although  on  the  wrong 
side  of  Shetland  for  straight-line  trips  to  Norway,  the 
modified  facilities  of  Moore’s  Shipyard  provided  an 
excellent  new  base. 

Lerwick,  however,  was  not  to  be  left  out  of  the  story. 
When,  in  late  1942,  its  own  variant  of  the  Shetland  Bus 
got  underway  with  the  arrival  of  six  Norwegian  Motor 
Torpedo  Boats  (MTB’s),  an  important  new  operation 
began;  an  operation  that  was  to 
shadow  and  augment  the  Shetland 
Bus  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  winter  of  1942/43  almost 
brought  about  the  end  of  the 
Shetland  Bus,  as  many  boats  were 
lost  and  great  loss  of  life  sustained; 
but  it  was  to  be  the  end  of  only  one 
chapter  and  the  beginning  of  another. 

In  1943,  the  United  States  of 
America  came  to  the  rescue  and 
provided  three  marvelous  new 
vessels,  along  the  lines  of  small 
destroyers,  for  the  Shetland  Bus;  the 
Vigra,  the  Hessa  and  the  Hitra.  It  is 
this  latter-named  vessel  that  is 
featured  on  our  medallion.  This  was 
quite  a  turning-point,  and  these  boats 
completed  some  200  missions  to  the 
coast  of  Norway,  right  up  to  the 
capitulation  of  Germany  and  the  end 
of  the  war  in  Europe  in  1945. 

Without  doubt,  the  Shetland  Bus 
operations,  often  owing  little  to  cold 
logic,  in  view  of  the  often  atrocious 
winter  weather  conditions  (little 
traffic  was  possible  during  the  fight 
northern  summer),  involved  tremen¬ 
dous  skill  and  determination,  and 
bravery  of  the  very  highest  order. 

This  short  article  would  have  to  be 
many  metres  in  length  if  one  were  to 
attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  many, 
many  individuals  and  actions 
involved. 


Ihe  story  of  the  Shetland  Bus,  or 


“Shetlandsgjengen”  (Shetland  Gang)  as  it  is  known  in 
Norway,  of  the  MTB’s,  of  the  Company  Linge  - 
responsible  for  much  recruitment,  and  of  the  airborne 
units,  deserves  further  study.  We  strongly  recommend 
you  to  the  following  publications:  “The  Waves  are 
Free”  by  James  W.  Irvine,  and  “The  Shetland  Bus”  by 
David  Howarth.  Other  relevant  works  exist  in 
Norwegian.  Another  recommended  work,  with  a 
chapter  on  The  Shetland  Bus  is  “The  Shetland  Story” 
by  Liv  Kjorsvik  Schei  and  Gunnie  Moberg. 

The  Shetland  Bus  medal  is  available  from  Shetland 
Numismatics  Ltd.,  Skellister,  South  Nesting,  Shetland, 
United  Kingdom:  Sterling  Silver  -  £35;  Gold  plated  on 
Sterling  Silver  -  £47  


This  map  is  intended  to 
give  a  representation  of 
the  diversity  of  Shetland  Bus 
routes.  To  indicate  actual 
sorties  on  a  map  this  scale 
would  not  be  practical. 


Sea*0' 
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SHETLAND  ISLAND  PHONECARDS 


This  is  Shetland’s  first  phonecard  set,  limited  to  3,000 
sets,  comprised  of  one  20  Unit,  two  10  Unit  and  two  5 
unit  cards.  They  were  produced  by  British  Telecom. 
These  are  available  from  Shetland  Numismatics,  Ltd,  The 
Moors,  Skellister,  South  Nesting,  Shetland,  UK. 


L 


I 

i 

| 


Phonecard 


-  -  .  ■  1 i+m  .. 


20  Unit:  Dim  Riv,  a  full  size  replica  of  a  Viking 
longboat. 


10  Unit:  Otters 


5  Unit:  Puffins 


+■ Shetland 


5  Unit:  Up  Helly  AA,  Fire  Festival  in  Lerwick. 


ALASKA  PHONECARD 


All  Alaska  Tours,  US  $5:  For  use  on  remote  satellite 
phones.  $5  doesn’t  get  you  much! 


NEAT  WEB-SITE 


10  Unit:  Ponies  and  Lighthouse.  The  lighthouse  is  at 
Sumburgh  Head,  the  most  southerly  lighthouse  on 
Mainland  Island.  Built  in  1821. 
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http//www.icair.iac.org.nz/tourism/iac/phone.html 
New  Zealand/Antarctic  Phonccards  for  sale.  Also  other 
information  and  souvenirs  related  to  the  Antarctic. 


PRICES  REALIZED  FOR  THE  RECORD 


Our  auction  of  March  28.  Alaskan  lots  only. 


Lot 

PR 

Lot 

PR 

222 

370 

247 

215 

223 

110 

248 

160 

224 

500 

249 

225 

225 

190 

250 

275 

226 

110 

251 

80 

227 

200 

252 

400 

228 

210 

253 

320 

229 

190 

254 

410 

230 

180 

255 

335 

231 

410 

256 

236 

232 

275 

257 

240 

233 

160 

258 

160 

234 

250 

259 

269 

235 

410 

260 

740 

236 

209 

261 

75 

237 

355 

262 

22 

238 

300 

263 

50 

239 

265 

264 

30 

240 

375 

265 

21 

241 

310 

266 

80 

242 

240 

267 

95 

243 

400 

268 

40 

244 

310 

269 

50 

245 

190 

270 

70 

246 

475 

271 

8 

John  Cheramy  February  NATCA  auction. 

All  Dawson,  Yukon: 

B&M 

31.28 

Davies  &  Frey 

146.28 

Dewey  &  Jensen 

168.28 

Floridora 

311.00 

M  &  N  Bar 

288.28 

Alaska ,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


•  Travel  Brochures 

•  Ephemera 

•  Postcards 

•  Photos  A  Viewbook* 

•  City  Directories 

•  Telephone  Itooks 


Pre -  1960 

ALASKA 

Yukon  &  N.W.T. 

Advertising  &  Souvenirs 

WANTED 
■frames  welcome 


RICH  ARD  KEISINGEK 
2610  HOLGATE  ST.. 

TACOMA  WA  98402 
272-7092 

(25Y> 

Anything  Pacific  Coast  Steam  ship  Co.  ■  Admiral  Line  -  Pan  American  Airways 


•  Tourist  Souvenirs 

•  China  A  Bottles 

•  Pins  A  Badges 

•  Posters  A  Paintings 

•  Matchbooks  A  Calenders 

•  License  Plates 


/  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material. 

(exp 


*SNNI 

«nH$0N3rW 


MUSH 

333  GC 
ichorag^ 

tJPL  P9tU9S0Jd  Ay 


FRIENDSHIP 


M/HStf 


ALASKA  AIRLINES:  Emblem  obverse,  many  planes 
on  the  reverse.  Brass,  45mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis 


Hawk). 


ANCHORAGE:  Mush  Inn  Motel.  One  Dollar  Deposit 
at  any  Friendship  Inn.  Black  and  red  on  orange 
cardboard. 


JUNEAU:  Loken  Aviation,  Loken  Token.  Brass, 
32mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


KETCHIKAN:  Commemorating  Pan  Am  Big  Jet 
Inaugural,  March  17,  1962.  Pan  Am  logo.  Silver 
colored  over  brass,  25mm.  The  edge  is  filed,  so  this 
may  originally  have  been  looped. 


TOK,  AK:  Mukluk  Land,  1985.  “Your  never  too  old 
for  fun.”  Brass,  26mm.  Probably  a  video  arcade  token. 
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ALASKAN  TOKEN  CO 


4PTOA  Cr 

A.R.C  •  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alas 
VOLUME  XX.  NUMBER  5. 


POLAR  NUMISMATIST 


A.R.C  •  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  akcoins(5)mosquitonet.com 
VOLUME  XX,  NUMBER  5.  MAY,  1 998. 
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Business  Man,  Soldier  of  Fortune 
from 

Encyclopedia  of  Northwest  Biography 
The  American  Historical  Co. 

New  York,  1943 


For  many  years  Edward  Campbell  Willis  has  participated  in  the  business  life  of  the  expanding  and  developing 
West,  experiencing  the  vicissitudes  of  the  rapidly  shifting  times  in  which  he  lives.  In  Hayward,  Alameda 
County,  California,  he  has  engaged  in  business  in  recent  years. 

Mr.  Willis  was  bom  February  7,  1874,  in  Columbia,  Missouri,  son  of  McKinney  and  Alice  (Chandler) 
Willis.  His  father,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  whose  forebearers  came  from  Pennsylvania,  was  also  somewhat 
of  an  adventurer  in  his  business  career;  and ,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  father  and  son  were  associated  together  for 
a  time  in  their  work.  McKinney  Willis  was  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  in  Helena,  Montana,  in  the 
eighties  of  the  last  century,  and  he  later  followed  the  ever-extending  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  running  a 
boarding  house  for  the  large  crew  of  railway  builders  who  were  dredging  and  filling  in  the  tide  flats  at  the 
head  of  the  bay  around  Tacoma,  Washington.  He  later  went  to  Bulawayo,  in  Matabeleland,  South  Africa, 
and  later  to  Madagascar,  then  returned  to  the  United  States.  He  finally  settled  in  Prince  Rupert,  British 
Columbia,  and  passed  away  there  and  is  buried  at  Port  Simpson,  near  Prince  Rupert.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Alice  (Chandler)  Willis,  came  of  an  old  Kentucky  family,  and  she  was  herself  born  in  that  state. 

Edward  Campbell  Willis  was  six  when,  in  1 880,  his  family  removed  from  Columbia,  Missouri,  his  birthplace, 
to  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  following  then  the  laying  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  tracks. 
Santa  Fe  was  a  “wild  and  woolly”  town,  in  Mr.  Willis’  recollection.  In  1880  General  Lew  Wallace  was 
Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  Santa  Fe  was  the  seen  of  the  writing  of  his  famous  novel,  “Ben  Hur.”  In 
1883  the  family  revisited  Missouri,  but  later  in  the  same  year  they  came  to  Helena,  Montana,  through  which 
the  Northern  Pacific  lines  were  laid  in  that  same  year.  In  Helena,  where  his  father  was  operating  a  restaurant 
with  considerable  success,  Edward  Campbell  Willis  attended  public  school  for  a  time.  But,  in  1 885  father 
and  son  set  out  with  packs  on  their  backs,  walking  120  miles  to  where  Great  Falls  is  now  situated.  It  was  at 
about  that  time  that  the  town  site  was  being  surveyed;  and  the  elder  Mr.  Willis  bought  a  lot  on  Central 
Avenue,  Great  Falls,  erecting  a  building  there  and  going  into  business.  The  son  attended  the  first  public 
school  of  the  community,  in  which  Professor  Largent  was  the  teacher.  In  the  autumn  of  1 888,  when  the 
Great  Northern  was  built  to  Great  Falls,  the  Willises  paid  another  visit  to  Missouri,  their  home  state,  but  they 
chose,  instead  of  remaining  there,  to  come  westward  once  more,  settling  this  time  in  Tacoma.  Washington, 
where  the  father  ran  the  large  boarding  house,  referred  to  above,  for  the  crew  of  railroad  workers. 

continued  on  page  29 


North  of  60° 


-  South  of  50° 


EDWARD  C.  WILLIS,  com 

Going  to  work  now  for  W.G.  Roland  in  the  grocery 
business,  Edward  Campbell  Willis  drove  anold  white 
horse  all  over  Tacoma,  delivering  groceries.  He  next 
worked  m  Paulson's  Lumber  Mill,  at  Twenty-fourth 
and  A  Streets.  Then  he  went  to  Fairhaven  and 
Sehome,  on  Bellingham  Bay,  m  December  1889,  there 
attending  school  and  working  in  the  lumber  mills  until 
he  finally  left  the  classroom  entirely  in  1895  and  went 
to  Rossland,  British  Columbia.  In  Nelson  and 
Sandon,  in  the  Slocan  district,  Mr.  Willis  met  the 
Bartlett  brothers,  who  later  went  to  the  Klondike  and 
became  famous  packers.  In  the  fall  of  1897,  when 
everyone  in  the  Northwest  was  “stampede-crazy,”  Mr. 
Willis  made  an  arrangement  with  Bartletts  to  meet 
them  somewhere  along  the  line  on  the  way  to  the 
Klondike.  After  having  stowed  away  on  the  steamer 
he  caught  up  with  them  at  Skagway,  Alaska.  He  spent 
the  winter  of  1897-98  in  Skagway,  working  in  a  barber 
shop  there  and  meeting  most  of  the  celebrities  of  the 
region,  including  Frank  Reid,  “Soapy”  Smith  and  his 
followers  and  numerous  others.  Landing  in  Dawson 
during  the  big  rush,  Mr.  Willis  was  able  to  make  a 
little  money.  Utilizing  these  funds  to  go  into  mining, 
he  lost  all  that  he  had  after  a  time,  and  even  repeated 
this  experience  a  number  of  times.  After  these 
unsuccessful  ventures,  Mr.  Willis  became  associated 
with  Fritz  Welch  in  the  merchantile  business  along  the 
Cleary  Creek,  there  remaining  for  ten  years.  Their  firm 
was  known  as  Willis  &  Welch,  and  they  conducted  at 
their  Chatanika  store,  the  village  post  office,  and  also 
a  branch  bank  of  the  Fairbanks  Banking  Company,  of 
Fairbanks,  Alaska.  They  bought  gold  dust  and 
received  clean-ups  from  all  the  mining  operators, 
accepting  deposits  and  cashing  checks. 

After  a  time,  Mr.  Willis  sold  his  interest  in  the 
enterprise  to  Mr.  Welch,  and  once  more  lost  money, 
this  time  to  the  amount  of  the  full  $25,000  that  he  had 
saved  from  his  years  m  business,  by  going  into  another 
unsuccessful  mining  project.  M.A.  Pinska,  clothier  of 
Fairbanks,  staked  him  to  $10,000  worth  of  clothing, 
which  he  put  aboard  a  scow  and  floated  down  the 
Yukon  River  to  Ruby.  He  was  in  business  there  and 
at  I  x>ng  Creek  for  seven  years,  then  conceived  the  plan 
of  spendmg  a  few  years  in  work  that  would  keep  him 
in  the  out-of-doors.  In  1920  he  landed  in  Oakland, 
California,  afterward  going  into  business  in  Haywood. 
In  1 922  he  started  buying  a  little  Bank  of  Italy  and 
Bancitaly  Corporation  stock,  though,  as  he  explains, 
he  did  not  know  the  difference  between  a  “stock  and 
a  bond,  havmg  been  in  Alaska  so  long.”  Continuing  to 
put  the  profits  from  his  business  into  this  stock  until 
June  8,  1928,  Mr.  Willis  found  on  that  day  that  the 


finacial  bubble  had  burst  and  his  paper  profits  had 
shrunk  $160,000.  One  day  earlier  he  could  have  taken 
$500,000  for  his  securities  holdings.  His  conclusion 
was  that,  though  the  stock  market  might  constitute  and 
exciting  game,  his  own  destiny  lay  along  somewhat 
different  paths.  Today  Mr.  Willis,  healthy  and  happy, 
regards  himself  as  the  richer  for  his  varied  experiences, 
and  plans  to  continue  the  business  that  is,  after  all,  the 
foundation  of  all  his  other  activities.  He  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  Hayward  affairs,  and  his  contribution  to  this 
California  district  and  to  the  life  of  the  West  has  been 
a  significant  one.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Edward  Campbell  Willis  married  in  1904  and  he 
became  the  father  of  one  son,  Edware  N.  Willis,  who 
is  active  in  the  production  department  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  in  Hollywood.  Mr.  Willis  married,  in 
November,  1928,  Lena  Kelly;  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Harold  Allan  Willis,  who  was 
bom  December  23,  1929. 

This  article  gives  further  clues  to  the  life  and  travels  of 
Edward  C.  Willis.  Willis  issued  two  tokens  without 


The  “Eddie  Willis/Good  in  Trade”  is  attributed  to 
Cleary.  This  is  logical,  as  “Fritz”  Welch  has  a  token 
of  similar  fabrication. 


The  encased  “Willis  Bingle  250”  is  attributed  to  Long. 
This  piece  contains  an  Indian  Cent  dated  1900.  Mr. 
Willis  was  not  at  Long  until  1917,  long  after  the 
production  of  the  Indian  Cent  had  ceased,  and 
production  of  the  Lincoln  Cent  had  begun  ( 1 909). 

Mr.  Willis  was  in  Skagway  in  1897-98.  He  was  in 
Cleary  in  1904.  Where  was  Mr  Willis  between  these 
times?  Well,  he  was  in  Dawson  for  a  while,  but  how 
did  he  “make  a  little  money”  to  lose  in  mining 
ventures?  Perhaps  the  encased  cent  belongs  to  an 
unknown  enterprise  in  Duwson. 
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EDITORIAL 

As  a  follow-up  to  our  brief  piece  on  the  Willis  family 
hoard,  we  have  an  article  about  Edward  Campbell  Willis, 
provided  by  one  of  the  descendants.  It  provides 
information  about  Mr.  Willis’s  early  life,  and  some  of  his 
life  in  Alaska.  What  is  important  is  what  is  not  included, 
of  course.  See  our  comments  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

A  friend  passed  away  last  year,  and  we  had  been  hoping 
to  purchase  the  tokens  from  the  estate.  We  were  finally 
given  the  opportunity,  and  much  of  the  price  list  in  this 
issue  is  from  that  collection.  No  outstanding  rarities,  just 
nice  decent  tokens,  and  some  new  one  we  haven’t 
offered  before.  The  first  few  mavericks  in  “For  the 
Record”  are  also  from  that  collection. 

We  have  a  good  batch  of  material  in  “For  the  Record” 
this  month,  but  this  pretty  much  exhaust  what  we  have. 
If  you  know  of  any  new  or  unreported  old  items,  please 
let  us  hear  from  you. 


HUDSON  BAY  “MEDAL” 


The  item  above  was  offered  on  an  on-line  auction  site  on 
the  Internet.  This  recent  appearance  makes  the  second 
time  it  has  appeared.  The  description  was  as  follows: 


The  new  subscription  rates  are  listed  below.  I  know  it 
seems  steep,  but  we  have  not  raised  rates  since  1988.  I 
hope  that  most  of  you  will  understand,  but  even  more,  I 
hope  that  you  feel  the  product  is  worth  it. 

Baseball  season  is  gearing  up.  Kenton  is  trying  out  for 
West  Valley  High  School,  and  will  be  playing  Senior 
Little  League.  I  will  be  playing  in  the  adult  league  and 
coaching  Kenton’s  SLL  team.  Besides  putting  on  a  new 
roof,  I  think  I  know  what  I  will  be  doing  this  summer! 


“Hudson  Bay  Fur  Trappers  Beaver  Token,  I  bought  out 
a  nice  collection  of  related  items,  I  can’t  say  how  old  this 
jewel  is,  looks  to  be  nickel  silver?  Measures  3  V2”  long. 
Stamped  HB  in  two  places,  also  has  stamped  picture  of 
a  beaver.” 

Is  this  an  honest-to-goodness  Hudson  Bay  item?  With 
all  the  fabrications  and  fantasy  pieces  out  there  these 
days,  one  cannot  be  too  careful.  Feedback  on  this  would 
be  appreciated. 


That  said,  1  will  probably  make  June  one  of  my  months 
off! 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Corns.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 

Subscription  Rates:  All  mailed  via  First  Class  or  Air  Mail. 
US  &  Canada  $15  per  year 

Canada  $18  per  year 

Elsewhere  $35  per  year. 

Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  Vi  page  -  $8  Vi  page  -  $5 

1/8  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5  issues. 

Classified  ads:  20  cents  per  line. 

Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates. 


RUSSIAN  POLAR  BEARS 


World  Coins  News,  April  1998,  showed  a  series  of  7 
polar  bear  coins  in  silver  and  gold  from  3  Roubles  to 
10,000  Roubles.  Some  designs  are  shown  above. 
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^ind  below  elongated  designs  from  the  ^/Vortbwest 
available  currently  for  $1.00  each. 
y$etsd  remittance  and  designs  requested  to: 
^orseshoe  ^^ntigues  £oins 
^•O*  C5°*  l8f|  /  Jglaine,  ^f/?ashington  98251 
Or  ph/fax  to:  560-552-1870  -  email: 
horseshos@aol.com 


★  *  * 


C 


.  *=>  MARIN£  */<V 

*/ jj 4_  \\ 


*  ^  w.  C0P<S1  * 

■¥  u  '  C 


*  *  * 


,.*&  o«  B££1""C>, 


‘V4SHINGT0H##o« 


. 

. . 

Y  * 


vv  -  -  , 

***‘.^°e HTwjiSS*** 

•••••••••• 


.1 


.••JSckanut 
/g*0  »  /,W 


..••^aKER  to,7?0*.. 
•*vv  ^  Vv 


^international* 

a  nmikirv*  r> « «  • 


,*:cV  “K,LLER”^x 


19  y  v//  t 

v  -^a^=£?£i_  .• 

iv.  CO 

••••••••••••• 


v;gham  interJ  4  ¥ 

*  A 1 R  PORT  X, 


v>.  gulfstream  n 
*  *  *  *  * 


•  boundary  J 

•  ^U.S.A.^  • 

•••••• 
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ALASKA  RARE  COINS 
P.O.  BOX  72832 
FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA  99707 

e-mail:  akcoins@mosquitonet.com 

(907)  452-6461 


MAY  1998  NEW  PURCHASES  LIST. 

Most  are  not  on  our  last  list.  Some  were  sold  out  from  that  list.  Others  are  listed  because  we  think  they  may  have  been  sold  out,  but 
don’t  know!  Some  of  the  items  offered  here  are  illustrated  in  “For  the  Record”  this  month  and  maybe  last  month. 

This  list  is  in  two  parts.  The  first  part  is  comprised  of  tokens  that  are  found  in  “Alaska  Tokens”  by  Ron  Benice,  generally  pre- statehood. 
Also  included  here  are  older  tokens  from  Yukon  and  other  polar  regions.  The  format  followed  is  generally  business  name,  denomination, 
Benice  number.  We  have  tried  to  include  all  Benice  listed  tokens  in  this  section.  The  second  part  is  made  up  of  tokens  and  medals  issued 
after  statehood.  Only  a  brief  description  of  the  token  or  medal  is  given..  If  more  information  is  required,  please  write  or  call.. 

Orders  over  $100  postpaid,  under  $100,  include  $3.00  for  postage  and  insurance.  SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED.  ANYTHING  MAY 
BE  RETURNED  WITHIN  7  DAYS  FOR  A  FULL  REFUND. 


ALASKA  RURAL  REHABILITATION  CORP.  (Palmer) 
mOl  ARRC,  10  I/T,  B-la  20.00 

m02  ARRC,  50  I/T,  B-lb  20.00 

m03  ARRC,  100  I/T,  B-lc  20.00 

m04  ARRC,  250  I/T,  B-ld  40.00 

m05  ARRC,  500  LT,B-le  60.00 

m06  ARRC,  $1  FT,  B- If  90.00 

m07  ARRC,  $5  I/T,  B-lg  125.00 

m08  ARRC,  $10LT,B-lh  150.00 

m09  ARRC,  Complete  set  of  8  500.00 

mlO  ARRC,  Complete  set  of  8,  500  I/T  scratched.  450.00 


ANCHORAGE 

ml  1  Cheechako  Tavern,  12*/2  0  I/T,  B-l  lb,  HI  with 
stars.  This  may  be  a  new  variety.  It  really  does 
not  match  the  photos  in  the  book.  45.00 

ml2  Anchorage  Public  Transit,  B-Tlb,  100  Fare.  4.00 

CLEARY 

ml 3  Fritz,,  no  denomination,  B-la.  Dug,  but  not 

corroded  as  are  the  hoard  pieces.  1 25.00 

FAIRBANKS 

ml 4  Bentley  Dairy,  100  Milk  Bottle  Check,  B-6a.  45.00 

ml 5  Palace  Cigar  Store,  no  denom.,  B-42&  Dug,  but 

not  as  corroded  as  the  hoard  pieces.  65.00 

ml  6  Riverside  &  Wonder  Bars,  750  I/M,  post-state- 

hood  but  a  true  trade  token.  Brass,  28mm.  25.00 

ml  7  Pioneer  Taxi,  Courtesy  Card,  set  of  3,  B-T6. 

All  unc.,  but  one  is  badly  creased.  20.00 

FT.  WAINWRIGIIT 

ml8  Barber  Shops,  one  haircut,  B-la,  toned.  20.00 

KETCHIKAN 

ml  9  Northern  Bus.  Co.,  1  bus  fare,  B-T4a.  10.00 

MURPHY  DOME 

m20  Open  Mess,  1 00,  B-2b.  10.00 

m21  Open  Mess,  250,  B-2c.  20.00 

TELLER 

m22  Half  Bottle  Whiskey  FANTASY,  but  fun!  5.00 


MODERN  TOKENS  AND  MEDALS 

ALASKA,  GENERAL 

m23  “Alaska  Gold”  token.  Similar  to  the  Pinch  series, 
this  piece  does  not  have  the  word  ‘Pinch.”  Brass, 
dated  1 897.  A  replica  or  fabrication  similar  to  the 
California  gold  imitations.  Only  the  second  we 
have  encountered  (fortunately).  6.00 

m24  Alaska  Statehood  medal  by  Heraldic  Arts,  1 959. 
Sterling  silver.  The  first  medal  in  a  series  that  was 
to  fill  the  void  by  the  lack  of  commemorative 
half  dollars.  25.00 

m2  5  Alas  com,  Aurora  II  (communications  satellite), 

one  ounce  silver.  Scarcer  than  Aurora  (I).  20.00 

ANCHORAGE 

m26  Glacier  Pilots  Baseball  Team,  National  Champions 

1 969/71 ,  36mm,  silver  colored  base  metal,  cast.  7. 50 
m27  Moose  Gooser,  Kiwanis  Steam  Railroad,  1967PC, 


brass,  40mm.  train  going  right,  un-numbered.  8.00 

CORDOVA 

m28  Elks  Lodge  No.  1483.  Brz.,  32mm.  5.00 

FAIRBANKS 

m29  Anchorage  Fur  Factory,  10%  disc.,  red  on  wd.  2.00 

m30  Barnette  Elementary  School,  Christmas  Bazaar, 

1 980  red  on  white  plastic,  4 1  mm.  1.50 

m3 1  As  above,  1981,  white  on  red.  1 . 50 

m3  2  Club  Manchu,  Draft  Beer,  gold  on  green  poker 

chip.  3.00 

m3  3  The  Country  Kitchen,  good  for  1  free  cup  of 

coffee  or  tea,  black  on  wood.  2.00 

m34  The  Courtney  Court,  Round  Tuit,  black  on  yellow 

plastic,  42mm  2  00 

m3  5  Wil  Courtney,  Collector  of  Dairy  Memorabilia, 

black  on  white  plastic,  4 1  mm  2  00 

m36  Cynde’s  Boutique,  elongated  cent,  1975.  3  00 

m3 7  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  ingot,  1988.  2  s  00 
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MODERN  TOKENS  AND  MEDALS,  cont. 


m3 8  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  02.  silver  round,  1989.  25.00 

m3  9  Fairbanks  Daily  New’s  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  round,  1990.  25.00 

m40  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 
1  oz.  silver  ingot  (undated,  presumably  1991  but 
maybe  1987).  25.00 

m41  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  round,  1992.  25.00 

m42  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  round,  1993.  25.00 

m43  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  round  1994.  25.00 

m44  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  round,  1995.  25.00 

m45  Fairbanks  Daily  News  Miner,  Annual  Christmas 

1  oz.  silver  round,  1996.  25.00 

m46  Fairbanks  North  Star  Borough,  US  Bicentennial 
1976,  Silver  and  bronze.  The  silver  is  quite 
scarce.  This  silver  medal  is  deeply  toned  blue 
and  very  attractive.  35.00 

m47  Goldpanners  Baseball,  Annual  Midnight  Sun 
Baseball  Game,  June  21,  1991.  Blue  on  yellow 
plastic,  60mm.  5.00 

m48  Gold  Rush  Saloon  &  Silver  Dollar  Bar  &  Cafe, 

set  of  5  plastic;  5,  10,  25  and  500  and  SI. 00  ITT.  18.00 
m49  Ideal  Collectibles,?  1  ITT,  black  on  blue  plastic 

41mm.  2.00 

m50  Impressions,  5%  Discount,  black  on  wood.  1.50 

m51  (Numismatic  Services  of  Alaska),  one  of  only 

100  with  small  gold  nugget,  (circa  1978).  15.00 

m52  As  above,  no  nugget.  2.00 

m53  Pastime  Bar,  set  of  5,  all  white  lettering  on  plastic: 

750  black,  750  light  blue,  900  light  blue,  $1.00 
red  and  $1.00  black.  15.00 

m54  Pioneer  Hotel,  good  for  one  drink,  black  on  wd. .  2.50 

m55  Pioneers  of  Alaska,  1978  convention,  brs,  39mm.  5.00 
m56  Tanana  Lodge  No.  3,  Oldest  Farthest  North  Lodge 

in  North  America  Bronze,  34mm.  6.00 

m57  Tanana  Valley  Community  College,  Lucky  Pickle 

Nickel,  green  on  wood.  3.00 

m58  Tanana  Valley  Community  College,  Pickle  Nickel, 

blue  on  wood.  3.00 

m59  Silver  Anniversary  Edition,  1 959-1984,  one  ounce 
silver  bar.  Reverse  engraved  “Myrtle  Thomas/One 
of  Fairbanks  Finests/Democrats  20.00 

m60  Uncle’s  Pizza  Parlor,  250  I/T,  black  on  wood.  2.00 
m61  Wooden  Nickel  Furniture  &  Gifts,  blk  on  wood.  2.00 

HOMER 

m62  Salty  Dawg  Saloon,set  of  2  “Spit  Token  1957-1977. 


White  on  red  and  white  on  blue  plastic,  38mm.  8.00 

m63  Yah-Sure  Club  Wa-Hoo,  1977,  one  drink,  white 

on  blue  plastic,  38mm.  5.00 

m64  Museum  Centennial  Souvenir,  1967,  brs,  40mm.  4.00 
m65  As  above,  but  numbered  silver  and  bronze 

(numbers  do  not  match).  30.00 

KETCHIKAN 

m66  Commemorating  Pan  Am  Big  Jet  Inaugural, 

1962.  Silver  color  on  brass.  25.00 


m67  Dolly’s  House,  Come  Again  Free,  brass,  34mm.  5.00 

m68  Pioneers  8 1  st  Convention,  (rain  bird  design),  blue 

on  wood.  3.00 

MT.  McKINLEY  NATIONAL  PARK 

m69  National  Parks  Centennial,  1972.  Original  issue 


before  name  change  to  Denali  National  Park. 

Brz.  38mm.  10.00 

NORTH  POLE 

m70  Farthest  North  Rodeo,  1965,  brs,  #’d,  40mm.  8.00 

SKAGWAY 

m71  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Gold  Rush  to  Alaska, 

“The  Klondike,”  1973.  Bronze,  40mm.  5.00 

m72  Kellers  1976,  black  on  wood.  1.00 


VALDEZ 

m73  Acres  Saloon,  free  drink  black  on  wood.  Dirty,  looks 
old,  holder  marked  1958. 

WASILLA 

m74  John  F.  Kent  Real  Estate,  Patrick  Mint  copper.  2.50 

m75  Green  Acres  Resort,  good  for  Sixty  Cents.  Black 

on  wood.  Holder  marked  Wasilla,  not  on  wood.  3.00 

WHITEHORSE,  YUKON 

m76  Hub  Of  the  Yukon,  Land  of  Promise,  sterling 

silver.  40.00 

m77  As  above,  bronze.  8.00 

SPECIALS!!! 


m78  South  Coast  Inc,  a 
Alaskans  Building 
ounce  silver. 


Subsidiary  of  Klukwan  Inc. 
a  Future  for  Alaska  One 


m79  Iditarod,  1997,  once  ounce  silver.  Listed 

with  Alaska  Mint  @$100  80.00 
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GREENLAND  COINS,  TOKENS  &  CURRENCY 

A  R  C.  is  pleased  to  offer  a  very  nice  collection  of  coins,  tokens  and  currency  from  Greenland.  Greenland  material  is  hard  for  find, 
and  this  collection  was  assembled  over  a  number  of  years.  Terms  of  sale  are  as  noted  at  the  beginning  of  die  May  New  Purchases  List. 


GREENLAND  COINAGE 

KM-5  25  Ore,  1926,  MS-63+,  outstanding  quality  20.00 

KM-6  25  Ore  with  hole,  1926,  XF.  40.00 

KM-6  25  Ore  with  hole,  1926,  VF  20.00 

KM-6  25  Ore  with  hole,  1926,  VF,  hole  off-center.  40.00 

KM-7  50  Ore,  1926,  MS-63+,  very  nice,  It  toning.  25.00 

KM-8  1  Krone,  1926,  MS-63+,  very  nice  with  light 

toning.  40.00 

KM-9  5  Kroner,  1944,  MS-63,  very  nice,  It  toning.  125.00 
KM-10  1  Krone,  1957,  MS-63+,  very  nice.  It  toning.  35.00 

KM-lOa  1  Krone,  1960,  MS-63+.  20.00 

KM- 10a  1  Krone,  1964,  MS-63+.  20.00 

DENMARK/GREENLAND  COMMEM. 

KM-844  2  Kroner,  1953,  BU.  Map  of  Greenland.  30.00 


GREENLAND  TOKENS,  by  Sieg  numbers 
ANGMAGSSALIK 

S-40  25  Ore,  VF  or  better.  150.00 

S-43  100  Ore,  VF  150.00 

A.  GIBBS  &  SONS,  OST  GRONLAND 


S-9  6  Skilling,  1863,  XF-AU.  700.00 

IVIGTUT  KR Y OLITHBRUD 

S-24  50  Ore,  VF-XF.  50.00 

S-25  2  Kroner,  XF,  cleaned.  60.00 

S-27  10  Kroner,  XF  to  AU  with  luster.  90.00 

IVIGTUT 

S-18nb  5  Ore,  Fine.  150.00 

S-20m  10  Ore,  VF  150.00 


GRONLANDSK  MINE  DRIFTS 


S-28/30  10,  25  and  100  Ore,  191 1,  AU-BU  85.00 

MODERN  TOKENS 


KANTINEN 

NARSSARSSUAQ 


Kantincn  Narssarssuaq,  Set  of  4  meal  checks.  100.00 

Coal  Token,  Greenland  coal,  5  KG  1 5.00 

10  KG  15.00 

20  KG  15.00 

50  KG  15.00 

Coal  Token,  Imported  coal,  5  KG  1 5.00 

100  KG  25.00 


THULE  KAP  YORK 


S-31/33 

5,  25  and  100  Ore,  1910,  all  BU. 

80.00 

S-34 

500  Ore,  1910,  AU 

50.00 

S-35 

5  Kroner,  1932,  BU 

120.00 

S-36 

10  Kroner,  1932,  BU,  streaks. 

255.00 

KGH,  SSTR,  laundry  token  for  Sondre  Strom.,  wide  25  00 
as  above,  but  narrow  lettering.  25.00 

NANORTALIK,  Nan-Grill,  20  Kroner.  20.00 

QAQORTOQ,  Grill-Baren,  20  Kroner.  20  (H) 

(CHRISTEANSHAB),  Olsvig,  25  Kroner  Spillemarke  20  00 


GREENLAND  CURRENCY 

Catalogued  by  Pick  numbers 


P-Il 

25  Ore  (1913),  CU,  unissued. 

125  00 

P-1 5b 

5  Kroner  (1926-52),  F,  Vi”  tear  at  center 

3500 

P-18 

5  Kroner  (1953-67),  EF 

60.00 

P-19 

10  Kroner  (1953-67),  F 

25  00 

P-2  Is 

100  Kroner,  1953,  Specimen.  F.F 

650  00 

P-M8/10 

1,5,20  Skilling,  (1942),  CU 

75  00 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


The  following  mavericks  were  dug  up  by  a  bottle  digger, 
probably  in  the  60s.  We  have  known  of  these  for  years, 
even  before  we  started  the  newsletter. 


MAVERICK:  A.A.C.,  35£,  aluminum,  31mm.  This 
piece  was  dug  up  in  Dawson.  Can  anyone  pm  down  the 
initials? 


r 

1 

hi 

-• 

JO 

j 

MAVERICK:  “1500”.  Good  for  25,  50  and  100  in 
trade,  all  incuse,  18mm,  probably  brass.  Neat  little 
tokens  that  were  dug  up  someplace  in  the  north. 
Unattnbutable.  All  the  “50”  tokens  have  a  hole,  and  the 
“100”  token  is  damaged. 


MAVERICK:  “A”  stamped  in.  50^  Drinks,  18mm, 
brass.  Another  unattributable  maverick  dug  up  some 
place  between  Fairbanks  and  Dawson. 

The  last  two  items  are  the  type  of  token  that  could  have 
been  sold  by  a  traveling  salesman.  The  “1500”  could 
have  been  stamped  in  before  hand  or  at  the  time  of  sale. 
The  “A”  is  a  deep  punch  and  was  probably  done  on-site. 
This  type  of  marking  would  be  all  that  was  needed  for  a 
merchant  to  distinguish  his  tokens. 

Your  editor  has  speculated  on  a  traveling  salesman 
selling  tokens  such  as  this  in  the  past.  Can  anyone  verify 


trade.  Brass,  32mm.  Can  anyone  find  owners  to  match 
the  initials  in  Fairbanks  or  Ketchikan???  (submitted  by 
Kurtis  Hawk). 


FAIRBANKS:  Club  Manchu,  Draft  Beer.  Gold  on  green 


FAIRBANKS:  Country  Kitchen,  good  for  1  free  cup  of 
coffee  or  tea,  black  on  wood. 


FAIRBANKS:  Impressions,  5%  Discount,  black  on  wd. 


FAIRBANKS:  Pioneer  Hotel,  good  for  one  drink,  black 
on  wood. 


FAIRBANKS:  “Would  you  accept....”  black  on  wood, 
1 00  with  gold  nugget,  ?  without.  Issued  by  your  editor 
approximately  1976. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD, 


cont. 


TM€ 


249  Illinois  St 
Fairbanks, 
Alaska 
456*4121 


A 

ROUND 

TUIT 


/ 


FAIRBANKS:  Courtney  Court,  A  round  TUTT,  black  on 


yellow  plastic  with  raised  rim,  43mm. 

,  . 

WIL COURTNEY 
P.O.BOX  1370 
FAIRBANKS. 

ALASKA 

99707  __ 

^  (907)456-4121  ^ 

FAIRBANKS:  Wil  Courtney, 


of  Dairy 


Memorabilia,  black  on  white  plastic,  40mm. 


FAIRBANKS:  Farthest  North  Elks  Lodge,  1997  ASEA 


GIRDWOOD:  Northern  Light,  Alaska  Freemasonry, 
17th  Annual  Communication,  1998.  Bronze,  38mm. 


HOMER:  Jack’s  Other  Place,  good  for  $2.50  in  trade, 
silver  on  blue  plastic,  38mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


ALASKA:  “1867  Centennial  U.S.  Purchase  of  Alaska 
1967”  above;  portrait  of  Seward  flanked  by  “1801/1872” 
and  “U.S.  Secretary  of  State  1861-1869”;  “Seward’s 
Folly  -  William  H.  Seward”  below.  Reverse  “William 
Goldman  Theatres”  above,  “Paul  D’Ortona”  below, 
“1967”  superimposed  on  a  map  of  Alaska  in  the  center. 
Brass,  reeded  edge,  35mm.  Does  anyone  know  anything 
about  this  piece?  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


ALASKA:  North  to  Alaska,  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun, 
1977.  Presumably  a  one  ounce  silver  round,  39mm 
(submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


SEATTLE:  Liberty  Theatre,  “See  Me  in  the  Gold 
Rush,”  standing  portrait  of  Chalie  Chaplin.  Brs.,  30mm. 


Alaska,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


RICHARD  KEISINGEK 
2610  1IOLGATK  ST 
TACOMA  WA  9R402 
272-7092 

(2£>V> 

Anything:  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co. 


•  Travel  Brochures 

•  Ephemera 

•  Postcards 

•  Photos  A  Viewbooks 

•  City  Directories 

•  Telephone  Books 


Pre-  I960 

ALASKA 

Yukon  &  N.W.T. 

Adxxrtismg  &  Souvenirs 

WANTED 
T  r  d  welcome 

•  Tourist  Souvenirs 

•  China  A  Bottle* 

•  Pin*  A  Radge* 

•  Posters  A  Painting* 

•  Matchbooks  A  Calender* 

•  License  nates 


Admiral  Line  -  Pan  American  Airway* 


I  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material ' 
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JUNE,  1998. 


The  Anchorage  City  Trolley  is  really  a  bus  made  to  look  like  an  old-time  electric  street  car.  They  offer  an 
informative  one  hour  tour  of  metropolitan  Anchorage.  Further  information  can  be  found  in  the  enclosed 
brochure. 


What  is  interesting  to  us  are  the  tokens  that  have  been  used  since  1995.  Minor  variations  can  be  found  in 
the  obverse  design  from  year  to  year.  The  1995-1997  tokens  show  an  address  of  “4th  Avenue  Theatre”.  This 
is  replaced  on  the  1998  with  “4th  Avenue  Trolley.”  The  1997  and  1998  tokens  also  carry  the  legend  on  the 
obverse  “Keep  the  Gold.”  This  refers  to  the  brass  token.  Passengers  receive  two  tokens,  and  present  the 
cupro-nickel  token  to  the  driver,  and  keep  the  brass  token. 

Anchorage  City  Trolley  does  the  transportation  for  ERA’S  Classic  DC-3  flight-seeing  trips.  The  First  Flight 
token  is  used  for  this  purpose. 

Sets  of  4  tokens  in  comprised  of  the  three  1995-1997  Anchorage  City  Trolley  Tours  tokens  and  the  First 
Flight  token  are  available  for  $20.  These  are  housed  in  a  custom  plastic  display  case.  The  1998  Anchorage 
City  Trolley  token  is  available  for  $5.  There  is  a  $3  postage  charge  per  order.  Orders  may  be  sent  to 
Anchorage  Trolley  l  ours,  P.O.  Box  102299,  Anchorage,  AK  99510. 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 


TAMS  BANQUET  AT  ANA 


The  best  laid  plans  of  mouse  and  men There  was  not 

going  to  be  a  June  issue,  but  the  notice  in  the  next 
column  had  to  get  out.  Fortunately,  we  have  material  to 
print  that  we  thought  you  would  find  of  interest. 


The  American  Numismatic  Association’s  annual 
convention  will  be  held  in  Portland,  Oregon  this  year. 
As  usual,  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  will  a  banquet 
during  the  convention. 


For  you  transportation  token  collectors,  we  have  the 
trolley  tokens  on  the  front  page.  A  brochure  is  also 
enclosed.  These  are  neat  items  that  we  thought  you 
would  like  to  know  about  and  possibly  add  to  your 
collection.  Steve  Alpert  sheds  some  light  on  a  couple  of 
maverick  tokens  we  ran  last  month.  See  page  38!Audun 
Davidsen  of  Norway  gives  us  an  historical  episode  of  the 
Shetland  Bus,  with  numismatic  implications. 

The  next  issue  will  be  a  July/ August  issue.  We  will  have 
a  great  article  by  Les  Hill  on  cardboard  tokens  of  the 
Cassiar  region  of  southern  Yukon  and  Northern  British 
Columbia.  We  think  that  this  upcoming  issue  will  be  one 
of  our  best  ever! 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Ron  Bemce  is  planning  a  gathering  of  Alaska  and  Yukon 
token  collectors  at  the  TAMS  banquet,  to  be  held  on 
Thursday  evening,  August  6,  with  separate  tables  for 
these  collectors.  There  will  be  time  for  trading  in 
addition  to  meeting  collectors  from  as  far  away  as 
Florida.  You  do  not  need  to  be  a  member  of  TAMS  to 
attend! 

Any  questions,  you  can  contact  Ron  Benice,  4452  Deer 
Trail  Blvd.,  Sarasota,  FL  34238,  or  E-mail  at  MNPN80A 
@prodigy.com. 

At  the  present,  your  editor  is  not  planning  on  bemg 
there.  This  summer  is  filling  up  very  quickly,  and  it  just 
does  not  look  like  I  will  be  able  to  get  away. 


BOOKS  FOR  SALE 
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Anything:  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  -  Admiral  1  .inc  -  Pan  American  Airway* 


I  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material ! 

(ctp.#1099 


We  have  in  stock  once  again  “The  Alaskan  Parchment 
Scrip  of  the  Russian  American  Company  1816-1867”  by 
Randolph  Zander.  Price  is  $12  plus  postage  (with 
insurance  -  $2,  without  insurance  750. 

We  have  also  obtained  a  copy  of  a  very  scarce  philatelic 
book:  “The  Cancellations  of  the  Falkland  Islands  and  the 
Dependencies”  by  James  Andrews.  This  was  published 
in  1974  by  Robson  Lowe,  a  well  known  philatelic  dealer 
in  the  UK.  The  book  illustrates  the  known  cancellations, 
has  several  maps  and  some  photos. 

This  book  is  more  than  just  cancellations,  but  contains  a 
good  deal  of  history  for  the  region.  It  is  hardbound,  56 
pages.  Dust  jacket  has  some  tears  and  the  boards  are 
warped.  Definitely  not  as  bad  as  it  sounds. 

A  scarce  book,  and  a  good  buy  at  $33,  postpaid.  Sorry, 
but  only  one  copy  is  available. 

Kurtis  Hawk  has  also  informed  us  of  what  appears  to  be 
an  interesting  book.  We  do  not  have  it  in  stock,  but  we 
have  our  distributor  tracking  it  down.  The  book  is  “The 
Coppers  of  the  Northwest  Coast  Indians:  Their  Origin. 
Development  and  Possible  Antecedents”  by  Carol  F. 
Jopling.  It  is  part  of  a  series,  “Transactions  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Held  at  Philadelphia  for 
Promoting  Useful  Knowledge,  Volume  79,  Part  I,  1989  ” 
The  price  will  be  about  $25.  Advise  if  you  would  like  a 
copy. 
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TRADE  STIMULATORS 


Last  month  we  ran  a  couple  of  mavericks  with  “1500” 
and  “A”  stamped  into  them.  Steve  Alpert  has  identified 
them  as  trade  stimulators.  We  quote  from  his  book 
“Tokens  and  Medals”: 

“Trade  stimulators  are  slot  machines  that  had  no 
automatic  payout,  or  paid  out  in  tokens  only.  Some  of 
the  earliest  machines,  circa  1890,  were  made  by  cigar 
manufacturers  to  help  stimulate  sales  of  their  cigars.  For 
example,  when  a  customer  bought  a  50  cigar,  he  would 
pay  for  it  by  dropping  a  nickel  in  the  machine.  The  coin 
would  bounce  around,  or  an  arrow  or  wheel  would  spin; 
if  the  coin  landed  or  marker  stopped  in  a  winning 
position,  the  customer  would  get  one  or  more  additional 
free  cigars  from  the  clerk.  That  possible  bonus,  plus  the 
fun  of  playing  the  machine,  encouraged  the  customer  to 
buy  more  cigars,  thus  “stimulating”  more  trade  for  the 
merchant. 


“In  the  first  two  decades  of  the  20th  century, 
many  trade  stimulators  resembled  the  slot  machines  of 
the  time,  but  most  were  smaller  and  sat  on  a  counter. 
They  paid  out  in  dime-sized  tokens  stating  “In  Trade” 
and  bearing  a  value  and  machine’s  number  (most  were 
stock  tokens;  a  few  had  the  manufacturer’s  or  machine 
name). 


“Smaller  counter  top  trade  stimulators  were 
widespread  in  the  1930s  and  1940s  and  paid  off  in 
tokens  (slightly  smaller  than  a  quarter)  good  for  packs  of 
cigarettes  or  free  plays.  The  cigarette  tokens  were  used  m 
machines  with  pictures  of  packs  of  cigarettes  on  the  reels. 
Lining  up  three  packs  of  the  same  brand  in  the  windows 
paid  out  a  token  good  for  one  or  more  packs  of 
cigarettes.” 

This  explanation  sheds  light  on  the  two  mavericks  we  ran 
last  month,  f  he  tokens  we  showed  match  rubbings  in  Mr. 
Alpert’ s  book  (illustrations  above  are  from  the  book).  I 
would  really  like  some  proof  (from  contemporary 
literature,  newspapers,  etc.)  that  these  machines  were 
used  in  Alaska,  it  is  obvious  that  that  was  the  purpose  in 
the  lower  48.  I  still  tend  to  think  that  they  were  used  in 
the  usual  manner  as  other  trade  tokens. 


“Roubles  to  Statehood”  listed  and  the  Hopfenmaier 
collection  had  some  mavericks  attributed  to  Ketchikan 
that  match  the  latter  category  mentioned  above:  cigarette 
tokens.  These  tokens  were  issued  later  than  the  others, 
and  the  inscriptions  make  it  likely  that  there  were 
machines  to  accept  them  in  Ketchikan.  However,  while 
these  may  have  seen  use  in  Ketchikan,  it  is  likely  that 
their  usage  was  not  confined  to  Ketchikan,  and  they  were 
used  in  the  lower  48  states. 

Our  thanks  to  Steve  Alpert  for  providing  this 
information. 


FANTASY?? 

Last  month  we  showed  you  an  item  purporting  to  be 
from  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  We  have  had  not  feed 
back  on  this  from  readers  concerning  this  pieces 
legitimacy. 

Now,  in  the  May  1 1,  1998  issue  of  “Coin  World,”  we  see 
a  brass  trade  spear  point  supposedly  from  the  Northwest 
Fur  Trade  Company.  The  front  is  engraved  “WB 
Northwest  Fur  Trading  Company  (a  beaver)  1782.”  The 
reverse  is  etched  “NW  Company  Guns-Powder-Ball 
Knives-Blankets  Tea-Kettles  Hatchets  Cloths  Traps.” 


“Coin  World”  reports  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Charles 
Opitz,  author  of  “Odd  and  Curious  Money”  that  this  is  a 
fantasy  piece. 

While  there  are  well  know  fabrications  and  copies  in  our 
hobby  (the  Teller  whisky  token),  it  is  sad  to  see  even 
more  coming  onto  the  market.  It  just  makes  it  more 
difficult  for  newcomers  in  the  hobby  to  enjoy  their 
collecting  activity.  There  is  always  a  learning  curve,  and 
we  can  only  hope  that  the  new  collector  will  not  get 
burned  by  this  type  of  item  before  he  has  had  the  time  to 
acquire  sufficient  knowledge. 


SHETLAND  BUS  SMUGGLES  PRINTING  PLATES  OUT  OF  NORWAY 


The  date  is  April  9,  1940.  In  a  coordinated  operation,  the 
Germans  attack  every  important  city  on  the  coast  of 
Norway.  At  exactly  4:21AM,  the  commander  of  Oskars- 
borg  Fort  in  Drobak  outside  Oslo,  Colonel  Birger 
Eriksen  opens  fire  on  the  first  vessel  in  the  attack  group 
of  5  battleships.  At  a  range  of  1,400  meters,  German- 
made  Krupp  cannons  from  1891  hit  the  cruiser  Blucher 
with  devastating  accuracy  and  the  Blucher  begins  to  sink. 
The  battle  at  Oskarsborg  continued  for  24  hours,  giving 
the  Norwegian  King  and  his  government  time  to  escape 
from  the  capital  and  the  country.  In  this  same  time 
period,  the  Norwegian  military  established  several 
resistance  groups. 

One  of  these  groups  was  Milorg  D13.  This  group  was 
comprised  of  all  kinds  of  people  from  all  social  positions. 
An  unknown  young  employee  in  the  Norwegian  Central 
Bank  was  one  of  them.  He  contacted  a  friend  in  Milorg, 
and  they  decided  to  steal  all  the  original  Norwegian 
banknote  printing  plates  from  the  bank  and  smuggle  them 
through  an  underground  network  to  England.  An 
unknown  date  was  set  to  steal  the  plates,  but  it  must  have 
been  a  few  days  after  the  invasion. 

The  plates  were  packed  in  newspapers  and  smuggled 
outside  the  bank  to  a  courier.  Max  Manus  (later  to 
become  very  famous  in  Norway).  He  delivered  them  to 
another  agent  in  town.  The  Germans  noticed  that  the 
plates  were  missing  and  there  was  a  full  alert  in  Oslo. 
When  Manus  visited  a  friend  later  the  same  day  in 
Milorg,  the  Gestapo  was  waiting  was  in  his  friend’s 
second  floor  apartment.  He  was  certain  they  were 
waiting  for  him.  When  he  saw  the  Gestapo,  he  dove  over 
the  coach  in  which  they  were  sitting  and  through  a 
closed  window  to  the  street  5  meters  below.  He  was 
paralyzed  and  could  not  move.  He  was  sent  to  a 
hospital,  and  the  doctor  told  the  Gestapo  he  was 
unconscious  for  several  days,  when  in  fact  he  was 
recovering.  He  received  help  from  a  nurse  to  escape  from 
the  hospital  and  the  Gestapo. 

While  all  this  was  going  on,  the  printing  plates  were 
smuggled  successfully  to  Telavag  in  west  Norway.  They 
were  then  sent  by  boat  to  Shetland  (the  Shetland  Bus) 
and  then  on  to  England. 

This  hazardous  and  risky  operation  led  to  an  instant 
shortage  of  banknotes,  resulting  in  a  massive  issue  of 
private  currency.  Local  authorities,  private  companies 
and  down  to  almost  every  local  merchant  made  their  own 
currency.  Possibly  as  many  as  5,000  different  types  of 
private  notes  were  issued.  There  has  never  been  a 
complete  survey  of  this  type  of  currency.  Uncertainty 
will  exist  until  a  serious  catalogue  is  compiled.  Some  are 


very  rare  today,  while  others  were  printed  in  large 
quantities,  and  are  quite  common. 

And  last  but  not  least,  the  action  taken  by  stealing  the 
printing  plates  made  it  possible  for  the  government  to 
invalidate  any  notes  issued  during  the  war,  while 
maintaining  the  legitimacy  of  those  that  the  government 
had  issued  prior  to  the  war.  People  who  could  not  make 
mi  accounting  for  their  currency  did  not  get  to  make 
exchanges  to  valid  notes.  Those  that  made  a  fortune  on 
the  black  market  were  back  to  zero. 

-Audun  Davidsen 

?  N?  2099  UK.  A 
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(Military  note  issued  by  General  William  Steffen  who 
fought  to  the  last  man  at  Voss,  outside  of  Bergen) 


NORWAY’S  SILVER  TREASURE 


We  received  the  annual  report  from  Den  Kongelige  Mynt 
(the  Royal  Norwegian  Mint)  the  other  day.  As  well  as 
reporting  on  the  mintages  of  the  past  year’s  coins,  and 
plans  for  upcoming  coinage,  they  also  report  on  medals 
produced. 

“Norway’s  Silver  Treasure”  traces  the  history  of  Norway 
from  1814  to  the  present  in  24  medals.  The  medals  are 
struck  in  sterling  silver  on  39mm  planchets.  While  they 
do  not  list  or  illustrate  all  24  medals,  two  that  were 
illustrated  are  of  interest  to  polar  numismatists.  One 
commemorates  Amundsen's  attainment  of  the  South  Pole 
in  1911.  The  other  notes  the  Svalbard  (Spitsbergen) 
Treaty  of  1920.  Both  of  these  medals  are  illustrated 
above. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 
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CORDOVA:  Cordova  Co-op,  50  and  $1.00  in  trade,  both  black  on  lemon-yellow.  The  Cordova  Co-op  Food  Store 
operated  for  a  few  years  in  the  early  1950s.  It  was  a  stock  company  and  was  eventually  sold  because  of  problems  among 
the  stock  holders.  The  name  was  changed  to  K&E  Food  land.  It  was  eventually  sold  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Co.  There 
may  be  other  denominations  (G.  Larry  Kritchen). 


Ladd  AFB:  Open  Mess,  no  denomination.  An 
interesting  hoard  of  green  mess  tokens  have  appeared. 
These  are  a  marbled  blue/green  with  printing  in  gold.  A 
lot  of  92  recently  appeared  on  an  on-line  auction  site. 


THE 

COURTNEY 

COURT 

249  Illinois  St 
Fairbanks, 
Alaska 
456-4121 


FAIRBANKS:  The  Courtney  Court,  A  Round  Tuit. 
Black  on  yellow  plastic,  42mm. 


FAIRBANKS:  Fairbanks  Inn  Husky  Room,  Husky 
Buck,  good  for  one  free  drink.  Black  on  wood 
(illustrated  at  the  top  of  the  next  column). 


DOG  SLEDDING  AROUND  ALASKA:  One  ounce 
silver  medal  by  the  Alaska  Mint.  Suggested  retail  is  $25, 
available  from  ARC  for  $22  plus  $3  postage  and 
insurance. 
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McDames  Post  (McD) 
Callbreath,  Grant  &  Cook  (CG&C) 
John  C.  Callbreath  (diamond  C) 


McDames  Post 

Callbreath  (diamond  C) 


. ^ 

J  H.B.G . 


Location  Unattributed 

Simpson  (diamond  S) 


Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Dease  District 


(continued  on  page  43) 


South  of  50° 


North  of  60° 


EDITORIAL 


TAMS  BANQUET  AT  ANA 


We  are  deeply  indebted  to  Les  Hill  for  his  fine  article  on 
Cassiar  card  money.  We  thought  this  was  so  good,  it 
deserved  a  color  front  page!  As  you  can  see  from  the 
map  with  the  article,  the  Cassiar  region  straddles  the 
British  Columbia- Yukon  border.  Most  tokens  seem  to 
have  been  issue  for  use  in  British  Columbia.  While  this 
is  south  of  our  “North  of  60,”  the  Cassiar  gold  rush  of 
1873-1874  was  a  predecessor  to  the  Klondike  gold  rush. 

Other  items  of  interest  in  the  issue  can  be  found  in  “For 
the  Record.”  We  were  able  to  further  examine  the 
Butrovich  collection,  and  copy  a  few  more  items  that 
have  not  previously  been  recorded. 

As  we  approach  the  end  of  our  second  10  years,  we  have 
been  asked  if  we  were  going  to  bind  up  these  10  years 
and  sell  as  a  unit.  Please  advise  if  you  would  like  a  10 
year  volume.  Your  response  will  determine  if  we  do  it  or 
not. 


The  American  Numismatic  Association’s  annual 
convention  will  be  held  in  Portland,  Oregon  this  year. 
As  usual,  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  will  a  banquet 
during  the  convention. 

Ron  Benice  is  planning  a  gathering  of  Alaska  and  Yukon 
token  collectors  at  the  TAMS  banquet,  to  be  held  on 
Thursday  evening,  August  6,  with  separate  tables  for 
these  collectors.  There  will  be  time  for  trading  in 
addition  to  meeting  collectors  from  as  far  away  as 
Florida.  You  do  not  need  to  be  a  member  of  TAMS  to 
attend! 

Any  questions,  you  can  contact  Ron  Benice,  4452  Deer 
Trail  Blvd,  Sarasota,  FL  34238,  or  E-mail  at  MNPN80A 
@prodigy.com. 


A.R.R.C.  TOKENS 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurds  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 


From  “The  Frontier  in  Alaska  and  the  Matanuska 
Colony”  by  Orlando  W.  Miller. 

“At  the  same  time,  the  system  of  family  credit  allowances 
was  altered  to  simplify  bookkeeping  and  to  facilitate 
direct  transactions  among  colonists  by  the  introduction 
of  brass  and  aluminum  tokens  called  bingles.  The  bingles 
could  supposedly  be  used  only  by  colonists  at  the  trading 
post,  but  within  a  few  days  a  Palmer  taxi  driver  was 
offering  to  accept  them.” 
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Anything  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  -  Admiral  Line  -  Pan  American  Airway* 


I  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material. 


This  medal  was  first  issued  on  July  28,  1978.  It  was 
awarded  for  active  contribution  to  the  development  of  oil 
and  gas  fields  in  Siberia.  Approximately  25,000  were 
issued.  Sorry,  poor  computer  printout. 
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CARD  MONEY  OF  THE  CASSIAR  REGION 

OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

by 

Leslie  C.  Hill 


The  use  of  card  money  as  a  medium  of  exchange  in  the  fur  trading  business  seems  highly  illogical  due  to  the 
perishable  nature  of  cardboard,  especially  in  British  Columbia  and  the  southern  part  of  the  present  Yukon 
Territory  where  considerable  rain  and  snow  must  be  contended  with.  In  spite  of  these  conditions,  we  note  that 
at  least  four  trading  companies  made  use  of  card  money  in  the  Cassiar  region  in  their  dealings  with  trappers  over 
a  span  of  forty  years,  from  the  mid- 1880s  until  the  mid- 1920s. 


Great  Britain  and  Russia  came  to  an  agreement  in  1 825  settling  their  trading  zones  with  boundaries  much  as  they 
are  today  between  British  Columbia/Yukon  and  Alaska.  The  Stikeen  Territory  containing  parts  of  what  is  now 
British  Columbia,  mainly  the  Cassiar  district  and  southern  parts  of  the  northwestern  territory  including  the 
present-day  site  of  Whitehorse  was  established  in  1862.  When  the  colonies  of  Vancouver  Island  and  British 
Columbia  united  in  1866  the  Stickeen  Territory  was  included  in  British  Columbia  with  the  60th  parallel  as  the 
northern  border. 
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In  the  “Transactions  of  the  Canadian  Numismatic  Research  Society”  for  August  1988,  we  briefly  described  the 
Cassiar  card  money  as  we  were  aware  of  it;  a  scant  three  varieties.  Recently  a  small  hoard  has  turned  up  in  the 
possession  of  Glen  C.  Simpson,  a  great  grandson  of  Scott  Simpson,  one  of  the  traders  who  made  use  of  this  card 
money.  He  has  generously  supplied  us  with  color  photocopies  so  we  may  research  and  record  them  for 
numismatics.  The  illustrations  on  the  front  page  are  a  sampling  of  those  known. 


Callbreath  (John  C.),  Grant  (John  R.)  and  Cook  (G.W.)  hereafter  referred  to  as  CG&C  were  likely  the  first 
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bifacial,  whereas  penned  inscriptions  vary  on  each  side.  All  seem  to  have  the  initial  “C”  within  a  diamond  on  one 
side,  with  CG&C  on  the  other,  sometimes  with  a  post  name. 

John  Callbreath  came  to  the  region  in  1874,  likely  due  to  the  Cassiar  gold  rush  of  1 873-74,  becoming  active  in 
shipping,  packing  and  trading,  together  with  his  sons  James  K.,  J.  Frank,  and  Charles.  According  to  his 
granddaughter-in-law,  Eva  Callbreath,  he  passed  away  in  1898.  We  can  locate  no  official  record  of  his  death 
so  assume  that  being  a  U.S.  citizen,  with  business  interests  in  Wrangell,  he  likely  died  outside  of  British 
Columbia.  His  son  James  K.  was  bom  in  1857  in  the  U.S.;  J.  Frank  was  bom  in  Quesnel,  B.C.  in  1863;  and 
Charles  was  bom  in  B.C.  in  1867.  From  this  we  can  assume  that  he  ventured  into  the  Cariboo  during  that  gold 
rush  in  the  early  1 860s,  then  went  farther  north  with  his  family  to  try  his  luck  in  the  Cassiar  gold  rush  in  1 874. 
John  C.  Callbreath  and  his  many  sons  and  grandsons  were  a  driving  force  in  the  Cassiar  for  many  years. 

John  R  Grant  of  CG&C  was  elected  as  a  member  of  the  provincial  government  from  1 882  to  1 890,  also  Mayor 
of  Victoria  from  1887  to  1891.  At  this  time  he  became  less  active  in  the  north,  his  name  being  dropped  from 
the  title  of  the  trading  company  which  became  known  as  Callbreath,  Cook  &  Co.  (CG&Co)  about  1893  and 
continuing  in  business  until  around  1905. 

Webster  Scott  Simpson  was  bom  at  Sault  St.  Marie,  Ontario  in  1854.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  Company  as  a  young  man  with  duties  in  the  North  West  Territories  eventually  ending  up  in  the  Cassiar  when 
the  HBC  acquired  the  posts  of  Rufus  Sylvester  in  1 888.  He  remained  with  the  HBC  in  the  region  until  going  into 
business  with  the  Callbreaths  in  1895.  The  firm  of  Callbreath,  Simpson  &  Callbreath  (CS&C)  was  formed  to 
compete  with  John  La  Mountagne  who  had  a  lease  on  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  posts.  He  managed  the 
Muddy  River  or  Simpsons  Post  at  the  junction  of  the  Liard  and  Kechika  (Muddy)  Rivers  until  the  CS&C  was 
sold  in  1 898  to  Casca  Trading  &  Transportation  in  1898,  which  in  turn  was  absorbed  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  in  1901.  He  remained  connected  with  the  Callbreaths  for  a  number  of  years  at  McDames  or  Dease 
Posts  and  this  is  where  his  card  money  with  the  “diamond  S”  was  issued. 

Round  card  money  was  put  into  use  by  the  Callbreath  related  companies  CS&C  and  CC&  Co.  during  the  mid 
1890s.  This  series  is  of  a  different  size  and  printing  than  those  used  by  CG&C  a  decade  earlier.  Those  known 
to  us  are  250  green,  500  blue,  $1.00  red,  and  $5.00  yellow.  The  $1.00  is  38mm  in  diameter  and  the  others  are 
32mm.  The  printed  portion  is  bifacial  while  the  penned  markings  varied  with  an  S  or  C  within  a  diamond  on  one 
side  and  sometimes  a  post  name. 

On  a  number  of  these  cards  we  see  additional  markings;  for  250  -  2/-;  for  500  -  4/-;  for  $1.00  -  8/-.  These 
markings  resemble  notations  for  the  British  Pounds-Shilling-Pence  (£/S/d)  system.  However,  the  exchange  rates 
of  the  time  do  not  correspond  with  these  values.  Dick  Hanscom  suggests  this  may  refer  to  bits  or  12V20,  and  we 
are  inclined  to  agree.  Tokens  in  denominations  of  bits  (\2V2t)  or  half-bit  (6%0)  were  commonly  used  in  British 
Columbia  and  Alaska  during  this  period. 

The  fourth  company  to  use  card  money  in  the  Cassiar  was  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  (HBC),  established  in 
1670,  with  headquarters  in  London,  England  and  North  American  facilities  at  York  Factory  on  the  western  shore 
of  Hudson  Bay.  After  amalgamation  with  the  Northwest  Company  in  1821,  the  HBC  acquired  Fort  Vancouver 
in  the  Oregon  Territory,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  which  was  more  convenient  for  trade  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  After  the  1 825  agreement  between  Britain  and  Russia  delineating  the  boundaries  of  their 
trading  zones,  the  HBC  leased  the  mainland  of  the  panhandle  of  Alaska  for  trading  purposes  establishing  briefly 
Fort  Dunham  on  the  Taku  River  and  another  near  the  mouth  of  the  Stikine  River  not  far  from  Wrangell.  The 
Russians  retained  the  islands  adjacent  to  the  panhandle  for  their  own  trading  efforts.  The  HBC  had  briefly 
explored  the  Dease  I>ake  area  in  1834  from  the  east,  then  returned  to  erect  Dease  Post  in  the  winter  of  1 838-39. 
This  effort  was  abandoned  in  the  spring  of  1 839  and  the  HBC  did  not  again  become  active  in  the  Cassiar  until 
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fifty  years  later  in  1 888  when  they  acquired  the  three  trading  posts  of  Rufus  Sylvester  at  Sylvesters  landing  near 
McDames  Creek,  Lower  Post  near  the  junction  of  the  Dease  and  Liard  Rivers,  and  the  post  on  the  Black  River. 
The  HBC  operated  the  three  posts  until  1 893  when  they  were  leased  to  John  La  Mountagne. 

In  1897  the  HBC  repossessed  the  posts  from  La  Mountagne  and  it  is  after  this  repossession  that  we  feel  that  the 
HBC  initiated  the  use  of  card  money.  An  excerpt  from  the  missionaries  publication  relating  to  events  witnessed 
in  1898  at  Liard  Post  of  the  HBC  appears  in  the  “Transactions  of  the  CNRS”  issued  in  the  spring  of  1988, 
relayed  by  Don  Stewart.  A  paragraph  briefly  mentions  HBC  card  money  in  denominations  of  500,  $  1 .00  and 
$5.00  in  use  in  trade  with  trappers.  The  HBC  card  money,  unlike  the  local  companies  efforts,  was  rectangular 
in  shape.  This  came  in  denominations  of  250  white,  500  green,  $1.00  red  and  $5.00  blue.  These  cards  are 
known  to  have  been  used  at  Fort  Liard,  McDames,  Dease  and  Fort  Grahame  to  the  east.  Not  all  denominations 
are  known  from  all  four  posts,  however,  they  were  likely  utilized  and  may  turn  up  in  time. 
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An  excellent  reference  “Medals,  Trade  Tokens,  Paper  and  Card  Money  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company”  was 
published  by  Larry  Gingras  in  1975  which  briefly  mentions  the  cards  known  to  him  at  the  time. 


The  illustrations  of  the  cards  shown  with  this  text  are  not  the  finest,  but  represent  the  condition  of  the  cards 
available  to  us.  Sometimes  we  have  not  used  exact  dates  or  the  first  names  of  the  Callbreaths  where  exact 
information  is  lacking.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  information  provided  will  prove  of  value  to  future  researchers. 


The  author  appreciates  the  assistance  of  Glen  C.  Simpson,  Dick  Hanscom,  Ronald  A.  Greene,  and  the  National 
Collections  of  the  bank  of  Canada  for  information  and  photocopies  of  cards  in  their  possession. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


(from  the  Butroviih  collection) 


ANCHORAGE:  Elks  1351,  12V2#.  Black  on  red 
cardboard,  38mm. 


ANCHORAGE:  Elks  1351,  12^.  Black  on  red 


CHITINA:  L.C.  Stringer,  12 !40  in  trade.  Presumably 
brass,  20mm. 


IDITAROD:  Automatic  Pool  Room,  John  Mullen,  Prop. 
25^  in  trade.  Black  on  pink  cardboard. 


IDITAROD:  Imperial  Cigar  Store,  25^  in  trade.  Listed 
(B-2a)  but  not  illustrated. 


FAIRBANKS/ANCHORAGE:  University  Bus  Lines, 
one  trip.  Black  on  blue  cardboard,  50mm  by  27mm. 


FAIRBANKS:  University  Bus  Lines,  one  trip.  Black  on 

green  cardboard,  56mm  by  29mm. 

'  -  - 


Good  for 

50  Cents 

in  trade  at  the 

FLAME  ROOM 


■„ 


(FAIRBANKS):  Flame  Room,  50^  in  trade.  Black  on 
white  cardboard,  45mm  by  35mm. 


Pioneer  Wells 

■  ■  ,ri-.  ,-•••  >  ? 

Dial  3002 


■V.-'it 


1  Bottle  Water 

- : - W’ZZ- 


FAIRBANKS:  Pioneer  Wells,  1  Bottle  Water.  Black  on 


beige,  59mm  by  32mm. 


£ 


» 

ik 


th 

v: 

% 

Jr* 

m 

u  * 

•  -4 

r  •("< 


SQUADRON  CLUB 

FAIRBANKS.  ALASKA 


TAXI  DANCE 

.  1 

»  V  ■  ~  


HANCOCK  BROS.  SAN 


SQUADRON  CLUB 

FAIRBANKS.  ALASKA  . 

• 

D  .  1 

m 

. 
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ZD 

EST.  PRICE  -  17c  On~ 
FED  TAX  -  -  3c  ^/IJC 
TOTAL  -  -  -  -  fcUW 

ADM  IT  Good  Onty  S»M 

v.««mrK  ni««f**TO 

— ) 

FAIRBANKS:  Squadron  Club,  20c,  Taxi  Dance.  Black 
on  yellow,  50mm  by  53mm.  We  have  seen  the  upper 
stub  before,  but  not  the  two  connected. 
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the  Butrovich  collection),  cont. 


The  Narrows 


NEW  ENGLAND 
FISH  COMPANY 

MEAL  TICKET  BOOK 

64 


NEW  ENGLAND 
FISH  COMPANY 

GOOD  FOR  ONE  MEAL 

64 


No  detached  coupons 
honored  * 

■t  '  ,  . 

non-t'ransferablT 


Present  book  to  attend¬ 
ant. who  will  detach 
meal  ticket 

/. 

Books  with  unused  tickets 
may  be  returned  and 
will  be  redeemed  at 
end  of  season  r 


BOOK  OWNER 


ilQ^-^asl^i^til^^  6 

See  list  on  back  of  businesses  when 
Dollar  is  redeemable  in  trade.;; 

Authenticated  by  . . . 

fiS >--1  -^>N— -  t  ibB| 


<Z  <T><!  ^ 

(NAKNEK):  New  England  Fish 
Company,  Meal  Ticket  Book. 
Black  on  yellow,  with  red 
C  number.  Booklet  is  100mm  by 
50mm.  Ticket  is  80mm  by  50mm. 


KETCHIKAN:  Fall 
Festival  1966,  $1.00 
in  trade  at  13  listed 
businesses.  Black  on 
green(?),  142mm  by 
91mm. 


Northland  Restaurant 


Pioneer  Cafe 


-Pioneer  Bar 
Sg;..  Yukon  Bar 
Fo’c’sle  Bar 

Sourdough  Taxi  5-5544 


Mecca' Bar  and  Liquor 
Gateway  Club 
Sourdough  Bar  and  Liquor 

Thomas  Basin: 

A  Arv'..  S 

Alaska  Bar 

Frontier  Bar 


(Mi 
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FOR  THE  RECORD  (from  the  Butrovich  collection) 


DOUGLAS:  Billiken  Bar,  one  drink.  Black  on  wood, 
R/75  is  in  red. 


FAIRBANKS:  Western  Auto  Store,  wooden  dollar, 
“Due  to  Present  Inflation/Good  for  100  in  trade.  Black 
on 


FT.  WAINWRIGHT:  NCO  OM,  500  in  trade.  Brass, 


KETCHIKAN:  Wingren’s  Food  Stores  50  in  trade 
wooden  nickels,  two  varieties:  1967  black  and  1970  red. 


PETERSBURG:  Moose  Lodge  1092,  $1.50  in  trade. 
Bronze,  33mm. 


(MAVERICK):  Turf  Club,  100  trade  or  250  on  our 
amusement  machines.  Black  cm  wood.  Believed  to  be 
Fairbanks. 


(KETCHIKAN?):  Smoke  Shop,  250  and  $1.00  in  trade. 
Brass  or  copper,  24mm  and  30mm  respectively. 
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(MAVERICK):  Detour  Arcade  and  Lunch,  one  cup  of 
coffee.  Black  on  wood.  Believed  to  be  Fairbanks. 


YELLOWKNIFE  $2 


The  Yellowknife  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  issued 
a  1998  $2  municipal  token  in  brass  colored  aureate 
bonded  steel  to  honor  the  commissioning  of  the 
Maritime  Coastal  Defense  Vessel  HMCS 
Yellowknife,  which  took  place  on  April  18,  1998  at 
Esquimah,  B.C.  Last  year  a  $2  token  was  issued  to 
honor  the  launching  of  the  same  vessel. 

The  obverse  design  shows  the  HMCS  Yellowknife 
with  a  series  of  flags  flying  along  the  length  of  the 
ship.  The  reverse  shows  a  collage  of  objects 
representing  Yellowknife’s  history;  a  wolf,  dog 
team,  log  building  with  a  sign  “The  Wildcat  Cafe,” 
and  in  the  background  is  a  mine  shaft  from  one  of 
Yellowknife’s  gold  mines.  The  reverse  was  designed 
by  Robert  Butler. 

Lawrence  Medallic  Art  struck  15,000  tokens  on 
33mm  aureate  bonded  steel  blanks.  They  plated 
200  tokens  in  each  of  die  following  finishes:  gold, 
antiqued  copper  and  antiqued  silver. 

Mail  orders  are  being  handled  by  Ray  Desjardins, 
P.O.  Box  11447,  Station  H,  Nepean,  Ontario, 
Canada  K2H  7V1.  Prices  in  US  dollars  are  as 
follows:  NBS  -  $3;  gold  plated  -  $15;  antiqued 
copper  -  $10;  antiqued  silver  -  $12.50.  The  1997 
tokens  are  still  available  from  Desjardins  in  the 
same  finishes  and  at  the  same  prices. 

-Jerry  Remick 


PACIFIC  STEAM  WHALING  CO. 

We  had  an  article  on  the  Pacific  Steam  Whaling  Co. 
and  their  token  in  the  July,  1997  of  ATC&PN. 
They  were  not  only  a  whaling  company,  but  also  a 
trading  and  transportation  company,  and  later, 
owned  salmon  canneries. 

The  pass  illustrated  to  the  right  was  issued  to  I.A. 
Nadeau,  general  agent  for  die  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  in  Seatde  (submitted  by  Richard 
Reisinger). 


FAIRBANKS  GOLD 
DISCOVERY 
CENTENNIAL 
1902-2002 


In  1901,  E.T.  Barnette  arrived  aboard  the  Lavelle 
Young,  establishing  Barnette’s  Cache,  later  to 
become  the  city  of  Fairbanks. 

On  July  22,  1902,  Felix  Pedro  discovered  gold  on 
the  creek  that  now  bears  his  name,  and  another 
great  Alaskan  gold  rush  was  begun. 

The  obverse  of  the  medal  depicts  the  Lavelle  Young 
on  the  Chena  River  in  front  of  early  Fairbanks  with 
the  cabin  from  Barnette’s  trading  post,  and 
Northern  Commercial  Company  buildings. 

The  reverse  of  die  medal  shows  Gold  Dredge  #8, 
operated  by  the  Fairbanks  Exploration  Company  in 
Fox.  Gold  Dredge  #8  is  now  a  National  Historic 
Site. 

The  medals  one  ounce  pure  silver  and  are  struck 
with  a  proof-like  finish.  They  are  available  from 
Alaska  Rare  Coins,  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  AK 
99707  for  $24.95  per  medal,  and  $3  per  order  for 
postage  and  insurance. 
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ALASKAN  TOKEN  CO 


rnpic  Qoj^b 


A  SHORT  SUMMARY  OF  GOLD  OPERATIONS  ON  THE 
UPPER  TULUKSAK  RIVER,  SALMON  RIVER,  ANIAK, 
AND  BETHEL  RECORDING  DISTRICTS  IN  ALASKA: 


In  our  Oct./Nov.  1995  issue,  we  made 
note  of  some  gold  medals  that  were  made 
to  the  order  of  Alaskan  miners.  One  piece 
was  a  bit  of  a  mystery  -  the  Nyac  gold. 

Now,  thanks  to  Kurtis  Hawk,  we  have 
more  information,  and  one  for  our 
collection.  The  flier  reproduced  to  the 
right  gives  all  the  important  information 
about  the  medal  and  the  company. 

My  memory  concerning  the  mintage  of  24 
is  correct,  but  the  information  I  was  given 
years  ago  was  wrong.  The  medals  we 
have  seen  are  numbered  up  into  the  90s, 
and  the  limit  is  1,000.  We  have  not  been 
able  to  find  out  how  many  were  struck. 

If  you  would  like  a  specimen,  please  let  us 
know.  We  have  sold  them  for  $350,  and 
are  currently  out  of  stock.  We  may  be  able 
to  obtain  more. 


The  first  placer  gold  was  found  in  this  area  on  a  sand  bar  at  the  /unction  of  the  Salmon 
and  Aniak  rivers  during  the  first  Russian  survey  of  that  part  of  the  district. 


The  earliest  gold  mining  claims  of  record  were  on  the  Tuluksak  River  in  1906.  In  1910- 
1911  placer  gold  was  discovered  on  Marvel  Creek  —  a  tributary  of  the  Salmon  River.  A 
gold  rush  followed. 


Most  of  the  people  who  poured  into  the  area  were  from  the  Iditarod-Flat  mining  district. 
Camps  and  mining  villages  grew  up  on  the  major  streams  and  creeks.  Salmon  City  on' 
the  Salmon  River  at  the  peak  of  the  gold  rush  was  the  center  of  a  population  of  200 0  to 
3000  people.  Mining  for  gold  was  small  scale  using  primitive  methods.  •  - 

Since  then  many  of  the  mining  claims  have  passed  through  a  succession  of  owners. 
About  1918  the  predecessors  of  the  present  Tuluksak  River  drainage  area  mining  opera¬ 
tion  began  to  accumulate  mining  claims.  After  accurate  prospecting  and  evaluation  of 
properties  the  first  floating  dredge  (Nyac  til)  was  moved  across  country  in  pieces  and 
assembled.  Dredging  operations  on  upper  Bear  Creek  —  a  major  tributary  of  the 
Tuluksak-began  in  1925. 

Under  the  able  management  of  Mr.  fames  K.  Crowdy.  President,  the  New  York  Alaska 
Dredging  Corporation  (from  whence  “Nyac"  was  derived)  grew  until  at  peak  production 
three  other  bucket  dredges  were  in  use  —  Nyac  #2.  Nyac  #3.  and  Nyac  »4.  Supporting 
them  was  a  hydro-electric  distribution  system  and  various  sluicing  operations.  The 
number  of  employees  approached  ISO,  with  families  and  support  personnel. 

The  town  of  Nyac  was  founded  in  1937,  with  residences,  shops,  warehouses,  recrea¬ 
tional  facilities,  store,  and  school. 

Current  operations  are  under  the  name  Tuluksak  Dredging  Ltd.,  an  Alaskan  family 
corporation,  and  are  restricted  to  the  use  of  one  floating  dredge  —  Nyac  #4,  with  support 
equipment  and  a  crew  of  less  than  10  employees. 
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Operating  costs  are  great.  Regulations  of 
various  governmental  agencies  have 
become  restrictive  and  costly..  For  these 
reasons  it  is  unlikely  that  there  will  be 
increase  in  the  size  of 

The  gold  in  the  commemorative 
was  mined  with  the  dredge  Nyac  #4.  Cold 
from  the  upper  Tuluksak  drainage  system 
is  some  of  the  finest  found  in  nature,  about 
925  fine  parts  of  gold  and  75  fine  parts  of 
silver  per  1000  units  of  pure  gold.  This  gold 
was  then  refined  to  999. 5  before  striking. 

This  medallion  is  certified  to  be  of 

1000  at'lhe  time  of  original  purchase  and  Is 
so  marked.  It  is  further  certified  that  the 
dies  will  not  be  reused  in  their  present 
form  after  the  production  of  1000  units. 


CHARLES 


tpTOft  Cr 
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER,  1998. 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


EDITORIAL 

As  I  type  this,  we  are  getting  ready  for  our  October 
auction.  A  listing  of  Alaskan  lots  is  included  in  this 
newsletter.  We  think  there  are  some  really  nice  tokens 
and  hope  that  you  take  advantage  of  this  offering. 

Nothing  really  special  this  month.  Just  a  bit  of  new  items 
surfacing.  We  do  feature  a  number  of  Yukon  items  in 
“For  the  Record”  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

We  have  been  real  busy  in  the  store,  with  the  tourist 
season  winding  down  and  getting  the  auction  list  printed. 
I  leave  this  weekend  for  a  week  to  visit  my  mother.  Then, 
die  end  of  October,  I  go  to  Phoenix  for  our  annual  on  my 
religious  pilgrimage  (baseball  tournament  -  how  about 
that  home  run  race!). 


GANDER  $2  TRADE  TOKEN 


A  different  type  of  aircraft  is  shown  on  both  sides  of  the 
1998  $2.00  municipal  trade  token  issued  by  the  Gander 
and  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Most  previous  issues 
of  this  token  showed  the  logo  of  the  GACC  on  the 
reverse  and  an  aircraft  on  the  obverse.  This  is  the  17th 
consecutive  annual  token  issued  by  the  GACC,  the  first 
being  issued  in  1982.  This  is  the  first  time  the  $2  value 
has  been  used.  Previous  issues  have  been  $1  tokens. 


The  next  issue  will  be  mailed  approximately  Nov.  1,  with 
our  annual  “Holiday  Shopper.” 


Alaska,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


Pre- 1960 

ALASKA 

Yukon  &  N.W.T. 

Advertising  b  Souvenirs 

WANTED 
Tracies  welcome 


RICHARD  KEISINGER 
2610  HOLGATE  ST.. 
TACOMA.  WA  98402 
-*866.)  272-7092 

(2SV> 


•  Travel  Brochure* 

•  Ephemera 

•  Postcard* 

•  Photos  A  Viewbooks 

•  City  Di  rectories 

•  Telephone  Books 


•  Tourist  Souvenirs 

•  China  A  Bottles 

•  Pins  A  Badges 

•  Posters  A  Paintings 

•  Matchbooks  A  Calenders 

•  License  Plates 


Anything:  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.  -  Admiral  Line  -  Pan  American  Airways 


I  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material ! 

(«p#109$ 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent. 


Editor  -  Dick  Hanscom 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurds  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 

Subscription  Rates: 

US  &  Canada  $  1 5  per  year 

Canada  $18  per  year 

Elsewhere  $35  per  year. 


The  obverse  of  the  1998  token  shows  a  Douglas  DC-4 
transport  plane,  with  the  legend  “Aviation  Dollar/Series 
XVII/Douglas  DC -4/Value  $2.00  Expires/December  31, 
1998/World  War  II.”  The  Douglas  Aircraft  Company  of 
Santa  Monica,  CA  developed  the  DC-4  in  1938.  Mainly 
used  for  intercontinental  transportation,  it  could  carry  44 
passengers  and  cargo  to  a  total  of  34,800  pounds.  The 
DC-4  was  often  used  for  VIP  transportation  for 
government  officials  and  visiting  dignitaries.  Commercial 
use  of  the  DC-4  began  in  1946,  after  its  services  in  die 
US  military  as  the  C-54  Skymaster  during  World  War  II. 

The  reverse  features  a  side  view  of  a  Bell  47  helicopter 
and  the  legend  “Chamber  of  Commerce  Town  of 
Gander.”  The  central  legend  notes  the  35th  anniversary 
of  Universal  Helicopters  of  Newfoundland  Ltd.,  with  its 
head  office  at  Gander  International  Airport.  They  have 
been  using  Bell  helicopters  since  they  began  operations 
in  1963,  starting  with  the  Bell  47.  From  its  introduction 
in  1946  to  the  end  of  its  production  in  the  early  70s, 
34,000  Bell  47s  were  sold  to  126  countries. 

Electra  Sign  Design  in  Gander  designed  the  token. 
Lawrence  Medallic  Art  struck  5,000  tokens  on  33mm 
nickel  bonded  steel,  milled  edge  blanks  and  gold  plated 
503  of  them. 

The  1998  token  is  available  from  the  Gander  and  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  109  Trans  Canada  Highway, 
Gander,  Newfoundland,  Canada  A1V  1P6.  The  nickel 
bonded  steel  is  $2.50  and  the  gold  plated  is  $9.63.  Both 
prices  are  postpaid. 


Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  Vi  page  -  $8  V* *  page  -  $5 
1/8  page,  business  card  size  -  $15  for  5  issues. 
Classified  ads:  20  cents  per  line. 

Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates. 


A  brochure  containing  descriptive  data  on  the  aircraft 
depicted  on  each  of  Gander’s  17  “Aviation”  dollars  is 
available  from  the  Gander  and  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 

-Jerry’  Remick 
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FOR  THE  RECORD  -  FEATURING  YUKON!! 


FIFTY  THOUSAND  DOLLARS 


Klondike  Dollars  are 
kindly  sponsored  by: 


DAWSON  i| 
CITY 
1998 


50,000 


- 


Klondike  Dollars  are 
kindly  sponsored  by: 


00  ooo 


$100,000 
No  Cash  Value 


ONE  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS 


DAWSON 

CITY 

1998 


j 

i 


DAWSON:  Klondike  Dollars,  1998,  sponsored  by  IGT. 
$50,000  (black  on  tan)  and  $100,000  (black  on  off- 
white)  no  cash  value.  Salvaged  from  the  Dawson  dump 
by  Bob  Majm  and  Brian  Denman.  Bob  continued  on  to 
Fairbanks  to  visit  with  us,  but  Brian  wimped  out  and 
went  back  to  B.C.!  Some  sort  of  “play”  money,  but  we 
have  not  been  able  to  find  out  its  usage. 


KLONDIKE  GOLD  RUSH:  Sterling  silver  medal  in 
postal  cachet  noting  the  Klondike  Gold  Rush.  Cancella¬ 
tion  dated  August  16,  1982. 

DAWSON:  Pioneers  of  Alaska  1998  Convention  medal 
and  wood.  One  ounce  silver  medal,  struck  by  the  Alaska 
Mint  Blue  on  wood  dnnk  token.  Good  for  One  Nip. 
This  is  the  first  time  the  convention  was  held  outside 
Alaska.  Items  at  the  top  of  the  next  column. 


"TON  OF  GOLD 


iti 


1897  1997 


fiAWSON  CITY  -  SEATTLE 


DAWSON:  “Ton  of  Gold  Reenactment,”  1997.  One 
ounce  silver  bar.  The  obverse  is  selectively  gold  plated 
with  a  gold  nugget  in  the  pan,  while  the  reverse  is  all 
gold  plated.  Designed  by  Steven  R.  Lundberg.  Struck  by 
Northwest  Territorial  Mint. 


DAWSON:  C.A.,  10  Cents  in  trade,  brass,  24mm. 
Obverse  die  work  similar  to  J.Z.  Dawson  token.  Reverse 
die  work  similar  to  Yukokaket  D.W.  Lewis  \2V2^.  I  am 
sure  I  have  seen  the  10  Cents  die  on  an  Alaskan  token 
but  can’t  place  it.  The  die  work  seems  to  be  from  a 
Seattle  stamping  company.  The  size  and  denomination 
are  unusual  for  Yukon.  C.A.  could  be:  Charles  Allen, 
hotel  keeper,  1901;  Charles  J.  Anders,  merchant,  1901; 
or  Con  Angelo,  Standard  Cafe,  1902.  Our  inclination  is 
Con  Angelo. 
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ALASKA  RARE  COINS 

P.O.BOX  72832  -  551 B  SECOND  AVE. 

99707  FAIRBANKS,  ALASKA  99701 

(907)  452-6461 

e-mail:  akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


AUCTION:  TO  BE  HELD  AT  7:00  P.M.,  OCTOBER  17TH  IN  FAIRBANKS.  These  are  just  the 
Alaskan  items.  If  you  want  a  complete  listing,  please  call  or  write  to  the  address  above.  Phone  bids  may  be  called  in 
between  10:00  A.M.  and  5:00  P.M.,  Monday  to  Saturday.  Bids  will  also  be  accepted  at  the  e-mail  address  above. 

ALASKAN  TOKENS  &  MEDALS 


Offered  below  is  an  assortment  of  outstanding  Alaskan  tokens,  ranging  from  scarce  to  very  rare,  followed  by  other  lots 
that  may  be  of  interest.  A  nice  selection  of  Juneau  and  Tenakee  tokens  are  the  highlights.  Most  will  grade  VF-AU. 
Exceptions  are  noted.  This  is  the  first  time  that  some  of  these  have  been  offered  at  public  auction.  For  others,  it  has 
been  many  years  since  they  have  appeared.  If  you  need  these  tokens  for  your  collection,  do  not  be  bashful,  as  it  will 
probably  be  years  before  they  appear  again! 


241  Alaska  Token:  Chitina,  Overland  Hotel,  6 Vic  I/T,  B-5a.  A  scarce  token  from  a  town  with  few 

tokens.  Fine  to  Very  Fine  with  some  dark  spots.  250.00 

242  Alaska  Token:  Dillingham,  Lowe  Trading  Co.,  50  I/T,  B-4a.  Scarce  token,  EF,  dark.  250.00 

243  Alaska  Token:  (Fairbanks),  J&B  Eagle  Cigar  Store,  250  I/T,  B-14c.  Once  attributed  to  Eagle, 

Alaska,  a  postcard  showing  advertising  on  a  backdrop  on  an  auditorium  stage  in  Fairbanks 

positively  attributes  this  piece  to  Fairbanks.  Some  corrosion,  especially  on  the  reverse,  however 

still  very  acceptable  on  this  rare  token.  350.00 

244  Alaska  Token:  Ft.  Yukon,  H.E.  Carter,  250  I/T,  B-3b,  EF+.  A  scarce  token  from  an  Alaskan  village.  275.00 

245  Alaska  Token:  Juneau,  Cain  Buffet,  6*A0  I/T,  B-13a.  A  rare  token,  a  small  hole  as  found  on  many 

Juneau  tokens.  250.00 

246  Alaska  Token:  Juneau,  Germania,  50  I/T,  B-24a.  A  rare  token  from  Juneau.  The  listing  in  “Alaska 

Tokens”  by  Ron  Benice  shows  this  business  as  a  saloon,  theater  and  bordello!  A  real  whorehouse 
token!!!  Condition  is  Fine  or  better.  350.00 

247  Alaska  Token:  Juneau  &  Douglas,  Gross  Picture  Show,  12/40Rebate,  VF,  some  scratches,  but  not 

bad.  Douglas  B-18,  Juneau  B-26.  A  scarce  piece,  and  unique  in  Alaska  using  the  term  “rebate,” 

not  in  trade  or  in  merchandise.  325.00 

248  Alaska  Token:  Juneau,  Opera  House  Billiard  Hall,  6!40  FT,  B-59a,  Fine.  Another  R-8  token  from 

Juneau.  A  very  scarce  and  desirable  token.  250.00 

249  Alaska  Token:  Juneau,  Yukon  Bar,  6Vi0  FT,  B-73a,  Fme  but  dark.  The  last  of  our  R-7  and  R-8 

tokens  from  Juneau.  Again,  a  very  scarce  token.  250.00 

250  Alaska  Token:  McGrath,  McGrath  Pool  Hall,  250,  B-3a,  EF  a  couple  of  white  spots.  Scarce  token. 

One  other  McGrath  token  attribution  is  tentative,  the  other  issue  has  known  dies,  but  no  tokens. 

The  only  positively  attributable  token  available  from  this  location.  250.00 

251  Alaska  Token:  Nenana,  W.A.  Coghill,  250  FT,  B-2a,  VF  or  better,  a  nice  natural  token.  The 

Coghills  are  well  known  throughout  Alaska,  and  Coghill’ s  Store  is  still  going  strong  in  Nenana. 

A  very  scarce  piece,  we  expect  some  family  members  to  be  bidding!  250.00 

252  Alaska  Token:  Quinhagak,  Pauline  Jean,  $5  FT,  B-ld,  EF.  We  can’t  believe  these  are  as  common 

as  the  catalogue  indicates.  We  have  not  handled  any  of  these  in  20+  years.  This  auction  will  tell!  125.00 

253  Alaska  Token:  Ruby,  Shel’s,  Worth  250  in  this  Store,  B-5a,  Fine  with  a  dent  on  one  side.  Only  five 

issuers  of  tokens  in  this  small  village.  None  are  common.  225.00 

254  Alaska  Token:  Tenakee,  Brunswick  Billiard  Room,  12Vi0  FT,  B-la,  Fine  or  better.  The  first  of  three 

scarce  tokens  from  Tenakee!  225. 00 

255  Alaska  Token:  Tenakee  Springs,  Hugh  Day  Pool  Room,  B-3a,  well  worn  but  still  legible.  A  very 

scarce  token.  300.00 

256  Alaska  Token:  Tenakee,  Tillicum  Club,  6  V«0  FT,  B-5a,  Fine  or  better.  175.00 

257  Alaska  Token:  Valdez,  The  Fairbanks,  Geo.  Krau,  12V20  FT,  B-6b,  EF  or  better.  A  scarce  token 

with  a  triangular  central  hole.  225.00 


ALASKA  TOKENS  &  MEDALS,  com 


ESTIMATE 


258 

259 

260 
261 

262 

263 

264 

265 

266 

267 

268 

269 


Alaska  Token:  (Wrangell),  Thomas  Dalgity,  Star  Cigar  Store,  100  I/T,  Fine,  some  light  scratches. 

.Another  scarce  token.  200.00 

Alaska  Token:  Wrangell,  Grant  &  Lemieux,  100  I/T,  B-4a,  VG,  some  corrosion  but  not  bad. 

How  many  ways  can  you  say  “Scarce  Token?”  200.00 

Alaska  Token:  Vakutat,  St.  Elias  Packing  Co.,  $1.00  I/T,  B-2c,  EF,  some  light  surface  corrosion.  200.00 
Alaska  Token:  Yakutat,  Y.&S.  Ry.  Co.  (Yakutat&  Southern  Railway  Company),  B-3d,  Fine. 

.And  just  where  did  this  railway  go?  Primarily  a  cannery,  sawmill  and  general  store.  200.00 

Anchorage,  Fur  Rendezvous  Medal  Sets,  1971  to  1985.  A  total  of  15  silver  and  bronze  or  brass 
sets.  Also  included  are  the  following  brass  or  bronze  Fur  Rendez  medals:  (2)  1967,  1970,  1971 
brass,  1971  bronze,  1972,  (2)  1975,  1976,  1978,  1980.  1981  and  1983.  A  great  start  on  the 
way  to  a  complete  Fur  Rendezvous  collection.  15  sets  and  13  single  medals.  500.00 

Fairbanks,  Eskimo  Olympic  Medal  Sets,  1965,  1966  and  1967,  silver  and  bronze  sets.  Very  well 
executed  medals  with  the  1965  featuring  the  design  of  the  award  medal,  and  the  1966  and  1967 
showing  two  of  the  events.  All  matching  numbers  (294).  Six  medals.  75.00 

Alaska  Highway,  1992  by  the  Anchorage  (Alaska)  Mint.  The  last  price  we  saw  them  listing  this 

for  was...  150.00 


Alaska  Medal,  1993,  proof.  The  yearly  official  medal  by  the  Alaska  Mint.  This  is  the  one  with 

the  wolf,  and  listed  by  the  Alaska  Mint  at...  200.00 

Alaska  Medal,  Yukon  Quest  Mule,  1997.  This  medal  is  struck  with  the  State  Seal  reverse,  rather 
than  the  Yukon  Quest  reverse.  It  is  edge  numbered,  so  perhaps  the  Alaska  Mint  did  a  production 
run  with  the  wrong  reverse  die.  100.00+ 

Matanuska  Valley  Honorary  Colonist  pin  back  button.  Undated,  blue  on  gold.  We  have  had 
this  piece  for  several  years,  hoping  to  be  able  to  dig  up  some  information.  Unfortunately,  we 
know  no  more  after  all  this  time.  Several  button  collectors  have  looked  at  it  (and  expressed 
an  interest),  but  could  not  shed  any  light.  Our  best  guess  is  that  it  dates  from  the  50s.  100.00+ 

Anchorage  Fur  Rendezvous  Pennant,  1951.  Gold  on  blue,  7  inches  in  length,  “Anchorage  - 
195 1  -  Fur  Rendezvous.  This  is  the  first  example  of  this  early  Fur  Rondy  memorabilia  we 
have  seen.  Excellent  condition  with  full  color.  50  00-100.00 

Gold  Panner  Earrings.  Not  marked  probably  lOKt,  on  screw-back  findings.  These  could  easily 

be  converted  for  pierced  ears.  80.00+ 


017  Russian  Rouble,  1732,  Ch.  VF-30  to  XF-40,  KM-192.1.  Very  natural  gray  surfaces  highlighted 
by  golds  and  blues.  A  portrait  of  the  rather  robust  Anna  is  on  the  obverse  with  the  traditional 
double  headed  eagle  on  the  reverse.  These  large  silver  coins  are  quite  fascinating  as  are  the 
histories  of  the  rulers.  A  great  opportunity  to  pick  up  an  historic  coin  (Alaska’s  first  currency?). 

Minted  at  Moscow.  250.00 

019  Spitsbergen  “Arcticugol”  Notes.  This  is  the  last  issue  of  notes  of  the  Russian  Coal  Mining  Conces¬ 
sions  on  Norway’s  arctic  archipelago  Svalbard  (Spitsbergen).  Included  are  1,2,  3,  5  Kopeks  (all 
CU);10  Kopeks  VG  with  small  tear  at  center;  1  Ruble  XT';  3  Rubles  Fine;  5  Rubles  VF;  10  Rubles 
Fine,  tear;  25,  50  and  100  Rubles  all  VG  with  tears  and  tape.  The  higher  denominations  are  not 
pretty,  but  are  very  scarce.  Our  sources  indicate  that  only  3000,  1600  and  750  respectively  were 
printed  of  the  three  high  values.  A  total  of  12  notes.  125.00+ 


THIS  MONTH’S  OFFERINGS 


Only  a  couple  of  items  this  month. 


AHTNA,  INC.:  One  of  Alaska  s  Native  corporations.  One 
ounce  silver.  We  were  told  only  250  were  struck  by  the  FAIRBANKS:  KWLF/KUWL  radio  and  Fairbanks  Internet 

Alaska  mint.  $28  post  paid.  Mall  woods.  Both  red  on  wood.  $2/set  plus  SASE. 
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POLAR  NUMISMATIST 


Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


VOLUME  XX,  NUMBER  9. 


NOVEMBER,  1998. 


In  the  gold  rush  days.  Fortune  had  a  way  of  selecting  her  favorites  and  by-passing  others.  Fortune’s  favorites  struck 
in  rich:  suddenly,  excitingly,  with  great  flair  and  cities  rose  around  the  places  where  pay  dirt  was  found.  There  was 
another  group:  those  that  Fortune  delighted  in  teasing.  For  these,  she  would  bring  the  big  strike  close  -  so  close  a  man 
could  see,  feel  and  smell  success  -  before  she  snatched  it  way. 


JOE  NOTTI 

pxmcaz  03  zuj£  yuxcm 


by 

Lone  E.  Janson 


Joseph  Notti  came  to  America  from  Italy  at  the  age  of  14  and  prospected  his  way  west.  He  obtained  citizenship  in 
Spokane,  Washington,  and  was  on  the  West  Coast  when  word  of  the  “Ton  of  Gold”  reached  him.  Notti  joined  the 
throngs  stampeding  over  the  Chilkoot  Pass  to  the  Klondike.  During  these  early  years,  he  prospected  in  die  Klondike, 
Fortymile,  Chandalar,  and  down  the  Yukon  River.  He  was  a  friend  of  Felix  Pedro;  “all  of  those  old  timers  hung 
around  together,”  said  Emil,  Joe’s  youngest  son.  Felix  Pedro  was  one  of  Fortune’s  favorites:  he,  like  Notti,  an  Italian 
immigrant,  discovered  a  rich  mine  on  Pedro  Creek  from  which  grew  the  town  of  Fairbanks. 


The  first  time  Joe  Notti  struck  it  rich  was  on  Ester  Creek,  near  Fairbanks.  Notti  remained  with  the  claim  while  his 
partner  went  to  town  to  file  on  it.  But  news  of  such  a  strike  was  a  heavy  burden  and  Joe’s  partner  stopped  off  at  the 
local  saloon  for  a  bit  of  rejuvenation.  Here,  the  wily  miners  wined  Mid  dined  him  until  every  detail  was  public 
knowledge.  The  result  was  predictable:  a  swarm  of  gold-seekers  stampeded  to  Ester  Creek  where  Joe  Notti  awaited 
his  partner’s  return. 

As  the  stampeders  drew  near,  Notti  warned  them  off,  making  clear  his  right  to  the  discovery  claim,  nearly  always  the 
richest.  Knowing  that  the  claim  had  not  yet  been  recorded,  the  men  pushed  forward,  determined  to  stake  out  Notti ’s 
claim.  Notti  stepped  into  his  tent  for  his  rifle  with  which  to  defend  what  was  rightfully  his  and  when  the  men  refused 
to  halt,  shot  one  man  in  the  leg.  As  the  man  fell  to  the  ground,  he  cried  out  for  his  friends  to  seize  Notti. 

“And,  Alaskan  justice  being  what  it  was,”  said  Emil,  describing  the  incident,  “they  put  him  in  federal  prison.  Judge 
Wickersham  hand-carried  his  request  for  a  pardon  to  President  Teddy  Roosevelt.  Roosevelt’s  reply  was,  “Release 
the  man.  If  I  were  him,  I’d  have  killed  the  S.O.B.”  Thus,  Joseph  Notti,  discoverer  of  the  Ester  Creek  diggings, 
obtained  a  pardon  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  himself. 

He  lost  the  mine,  though.  Someone  else  had  staked  it  when  Notti  was  unable  to  record  it  after  his  arrest.  It  later 
developed  into  one  of  the  richest  mines  in  the  Fairbanks  region,  producing  well  over  one  million  dollars. 


So  Joseph  Notti  continued  the  search  for  gold.  Prospecting  his  way  westward  down  the  Yukon,  he  eventually  entered 
the  Koyukuk  area.  He  and  a  partner  went  up  the  Koyukuk  to  a  place  near  Hughes,  and  in  the  fall  they  built  a  cabin 
there.  They  spent  several  winters  sinking  shafts.  “They  must  have  dug  40  or  50  holes,”  said  Emil,  “  and  in  all  of  them 


North  of  60° 


South  of  50° 


continued  on  page  57. 


EDITORIAL 


FEEDBACK:  H.B.  CO. 


This  month  our  special  thanks  go  to  Lone  E.  Janson  for 
a  neat  article  about  Joe  Noth.  Ms.  Janson  is  best  known 
for  her  book,  “The  Copper  Spike,”  a  history  of  the 
Copper  River  and  North  West  Railroad. 

The  Joe  Noth  tokens  from  Dalby  rank  right  up  there  with 
all  but  the  classic  rarities  of  Alaskan  tokens.  Very 
scarce,  there  are  probably  a  few  more  known  today  than 
m  1973  when  the  article  was  written. 

Our  Fall  1998  auction  is  now  history,  with  another 
strong  showing  for  the  Alaska  tokens.  You  can  find  the 
prices  realized  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Due  to  other  pressing  business  needs,  we  will  not 
produce  our  Christmas  Shopper  this  year.  Most  of  you 
have  our  last  price  list,  and  everything  that  we  would 
have  put  in  the  shopper  can  be  found  on  that  list.  Many 
of  the  older  tokens  are  sold,  but  most  of  the  post¬ 
statehood  material  is  still  available. 


Alaskan  Token  Collector  &  Polar  Numismatist,  published  10 
times  per  year,  is  a  publication  of  Alaska  Rare  Coins.  All  articles 
remain  the  property  of  the  authors  and  may  not  be  reprinted 
without  their  consent 


Editor  -  Dick  Hans  com 
Associate  Editor  -  Jerry  Cleworth 
Anchorage  Correspondent  -  Kurtis  Hawk 
Canadian  Correspondent  -  Jerry  Remick 
Yukon  Correspondent  -  Jim  Robb 
Scandinavian  Correspondent  -  Jorgen  Somod 


Subscription  Rates: 
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Canada 
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Collector’s  Advertising  Rates: 

1  page  -  $15  '/z  page  -  $8 

1/8  page,  business  card  size  ■ 
Classified  ads:  20  cents  per  line. 
Commercial  advertisers:  Write  for  rates. 


$15  per  year 
$18  per  year 
$35  per  year. 
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$15  for  5  issues. 


Alaska ,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted 


2610  MO  I  f  ;atk  ST 
TACOMA  WA  9M02 
272  7092 

(i  s  ri 

Anything 


•  V’hnto*  Ar  Virwriook* 

•  (!ity  Dircrtorw* 

•  Telephone  I  took* 


Pre- I960 

ALASKA 

Yukon  &  N.W.T. 

Advertising  &  Souvenirs 

WANTED 


•  Tourist  Souvenirs 

•  China  A  Mottles 

•  Pin*  A  Badges 

.  Costers  A  Painting* 

•  Matehbooks  A  Calenders 

•  License  Plates 


arifie  Const.  Steamship  Co  Admiral  lane  Pan  American  Airways 


I  am  a  serious  buyer  with  a  good  stock  of  trading  material ! 

(ap#IO0* 


In  the  May  issue,  we  ran  an  illustration  of  an  oval 
Hudson  Bay  medal.  Henry  Garrett  of  California  writes 
the  following: 

“I  owned  an  obvious  fake  two  years  ago  at  $15.  If  my 
memory  serves  me,  I  bought  it  from  the  fellow  that  said 
he  makes  them. 

“I  saw  one  (the  same  type  of  fake)  that  went  for  $350  in 
an  auction  about  10  years  ago. 

“I  don’t  believe  there  are  any  real  originals  of  this  piece. 
I  collect  Beaver  items  and  Northwest  Company  items  and 
have  never  seen  one.” 

Which  goes  to  prove  that  one  must  be  real  careful  these 
days.  I  have  seen  many  “whorehouse”  tokens  on  the  net 
being  sold  as  original.  These  large,  brass  tokens  have 
been  around  for  years,  generally  in  flea  markets  to  fleece 
the  unsuspecting,  or  sold  for  what  they  were,  novelty 
items. 


PRICES  REALIZED 

October  17,  1998  auction,  Alaskan  and  related  lots. 
mb=  sold  to  mail  bidder.  *  =  reduced  bid 
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50 
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30 

253 

200mb* 
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75 

254 

280mb* 

269 

40mb* 

Our  next  auction  will  be  held  in  March  1999. 
Consignments  are  now  being  accepted.  If  you  feel  that 
these  prices  are  too  high,  perhaps  now  is  the  time  to 
consign!  Or,  if  you  have  duplicates  that  have  been 
waiting  for  a  trade,  maybe  it  is  time  to  turn  them  into 
cash.  Our  consignment  rates  are  15%  for  non-gold  and 
10%  for  gold.  We  charge  no  buyer’s  fee.  We  believe 
that  the  amount  the  bidder  actually  bids  should  be  what 
they  pay.  We  feel  it  gives  a  more  realist  price  realized, 
not  artificially  low  because  the  buyer  is  computing  the 
“  juice”  on  top  of  his  bid. 
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JOE  NOTTI,  cont 

they  found  traces  of  gold,  but  they  couldn’t  find  enough 
to  make  wages.  About  20  years  later,  the  F.E.  Company 
went  into  the  same  place.  By  then  the  old  cabin  had 
fallen,  and  they  sank  a  shaft  through  the  rotted 
floorboards.  They  found  the  pay  streak  right  under  the 
cabin.”  For  the  second  time.  Fortune  had  brushed  close 
to  Joseph  Notti  and  flitted  away. 

Notti  and  his  partner  worked  the  area  near  Hughes  for 
about  three  years.  They  spent  the  winters  sinking  their 
holes  and  then  came  into  the  town  of  Ruby  during  the 
summer  when  mosquitos  swarmed  the  mine. 

Noth  had  other  reasons  for  wanting  to  spend  his  summers 
in  Ruby.  He  had  met  a  young  Athapaskan  girl  from 
Rampart  who  lived  in  Ruby,  Madeline  Pitka.  Mrs.  Notti 
said  she  met  Joseph  Notti  in  the  spring  of  1922.  “He  was 
playing  piano  and  mandolin  for  the  dance.  There  was  a 
big  dance  every  Saturday.  “We  didn’t  get  married  ‘til 
1924,  in  September.  He  opened  up  the  store  in  Dalby  at 
that  time.  He  went  into  partnership  with  Dominick 
Vemetti;  that’s  how  he  opened  up  the  grocery  store  in 
Dalby.” 

It  is  a  strange  quirk  of  fate  that  Joseph  Notti,  a  true 
pioneer  who  greatly  assisted  the  development  of  our 
country,  should  be  known  in  Alaskan  history  books 
mainly  for  the  aluminum  bingles  coined  for  trade  in  his 
store  at  Dalby  on  the  Koyukuk  River. 

In  those  days,  coins  and  U.S.  currency  were  in  short 
supply,  so  many  stores  and  companies  issued  their  own 
bingles  or  trade  tokens.  Notti’s  store  was  no  different: 
tokens  reading  “Joe  Notti,  Dalby,  Alaska”  in 
denominations  of  $1,  500,  and  250  are  listed  in  “Alaska’s 
Coinage  Through  the  Years.”  The  store  was  described  in 
the  book  as  being  about  80  miles  north  of  Koyukuk  on 
the  Koyukuk  River,  the  town  being  called  Dalbykaket  or 
Dalby  for  short. 

“When  he  closed  down  the  business,”  said  Emil  Notti, 
“he  gave  us  kids  a  tin  box  full  of  bingles  to  play  with.  I 
don’t  know  what  happened  to  them  after  that.  Dad 
didn’t  want  them  to  get  into  circulation,  as  he  was  afraid 
people  would  try  to  redeem  them.”  Emil  knows  three 
people  who  have  Dalby  bingles,  which  have  become 
valuable  collectors’  items.  They  are  Ella  Vemetti  of 
Koyukuk,  Hazel  Pilkington  of  Anchorage  and  one  of  die 
authors  of  “From  Rubles  to  Statehood,”  a  handbook  on 
Alaskan  coins. 

Joe  Notti’s  career  included  prospecting,  trapping  and 
operation  of  several  stores  in  the  Koyukuk  area,  during 
which  time  he  acquired  an  unimpeachable  reputation  for 


honesty  and  fair  dealings.  Joe  Notti  is  seldom  given 
credit  due  him  by  historians.  He  worked  to  establish  and 
improve  the  miners’  meetings,  and  thus  Alaska’s  future 
laws,  as  the  basis  for  equitable  and  unbiased  judgment. 
He  was  practically  a  fanatic  on  education,  working 
tirelessly  to  establish  schools,  and  was  insistent  that  his 
children  be  educated. 

Ed.  Note.  This  article  was  originally  published  in  1973. 
Ms.  Janson  is  the  author  of  “The  Copper  Spike”  and 
“Mudhole  Smith,  Alaskan  Flier”  and  innumerable 
articles  about  Alaskan  history. 

THE  PATAGONIAN  SHEEP 
FARMING  CO.  LTD. 


An  interesting  token  was  recently  offered  in  England  It  was  a  3d 
token  on  the  Patagonian  Sheep  Farming  Co.,  Ltd.  The 
description  below  is  from  a  price  list  from  another  dealer  in 
England,  from  several  years  ago. 

“In  1891  Sir  Roger  Tucker  Goldsworth  K.C.M.G.  was  appointed 
as  the  Governor  of  the  Falkland  Islands.  His  arrival  coincided 
with  the  renewal  of  the  Islands  land  leases.  A  serious  dispute 
arose  between  influential  settlers  and  the  Governor  over  terms 
of  the  renewals.  At  this  time,  land  was  available  on  very 
favorable  terms  in  an  undeveloped  region  near  Port  San  Julian  in 
Patagonia,  several  Falkland  Islanders  took  the  opportunity  and 
started  sheep  farms  in  this  area  by  introducing  live  stock  from 
the  Islands.  Most  of  these  farmers  retained  their  interests  in  the 
Falkland  Islands,  the  Patagonian  farms  being  run  by  Managers. 
As  well  as  the  Falkland  Islanders  there  was  a  sizeable  community 
of  Welsh  farmers  in  the  Chubit  region.  The  descendants  of  many 
of  these  Welsh  farmers  still  live  and  farm  in  this  part  of 
Argentina 

“The  token  described  here  is  most  interesting  being  uniface  brass 
with  the  legend  -  The  Patagonian  Sheep  Farming  Co.  Ltd.  with 
the  denomination  3d  added  later.  The  sterling  value  (threepence) 
would  indicate  that  the  piece  was  used  for  trading  with  the 
Falkland  Islands.  Had  it  been  meant  for  trading  with  the 
Argentinians  it  would  surely  have  been  issued  with  a  Centavo 
denomination.  It  is  also  worth  noting  that  the  Welsh  community 
was  entirely  Welsh  speaking,  and  any  token  issued  by  them 
would  have  certainly  been  in  Welsh.  This  most  interesting  item 
of  great  interest  to  collectors  of  British  Colonial  coins,  we 
believe  to  be  previously  unpublished. 
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(Thanks  to  Bob  Lyall  for  providing  this  information) 


ALASKA’S  THIRD  LARGEST  GOLD  PRODUCER 


Copied  below  is  the  inside  of  a  brochure  that  accompanies  the  medal,  above.  It  celebrates  the  Alaska  Gold  Rush 
C  entenmal  Decade,  1994  to  2004.  The  Matanuska-Susitna  Borough  is  Alaska’s  third  largest  gold  producing  region,  and 
there  is  a  great  amount  of  history,  as  shown  in  the  text  below.  The  medal  is  brass,  35mm. 


1 906,  by  Robert  Hatcher.  One  of  the  region’s  most  productive  mines,  Independence 
opened  in  1 984,  as  a  State  Historical  Park.  Visitors  are  welcome  to  take  guided  tours  or 
wander  among  the  buildings.  Willow  serves  as  the  western  access  to  the  Willow  Creek 
mining  district. 

©  1696  KNIK-SUTTON-CHICKALOON 

Knik  was  the  first  Euro-American  supply  port  in  the  region.  Knik,  Sutton  and  Chickaloon 
became  part  of  a  trail  blazed  in  1898  by  Captain  Glenn’s  expedition  in  search  of  an  “All 
American  Route"  to  the  Yukon  Gold  fields.  During  the  expedition,  coal  was  discovered  on 
the  Matanuska  River.  Sutton’s  Alpine  Historical  Park  features  50  years  of  coal  mining 
history.  Knik  Museum  showcases  the  early  Gold  Rush  port. 

©  1 900  HOUSTON-filQ  LAKE 

By  1 900s  a  mill  at  Big  Lake  supplied  lumber  to  mines  above  tree  line.  Houston  has  a  15 
mile  Gold  Rush  era  hiking  trail  leading  to  Willow  Creek  mines.  Big  Lake  today  is  a  popular 
year  round  recreational  area. 

©  1913  PALMER-NELCHINA 

Palmer  was  originally  homesteaded  and  farmed  by  disenchanted  1913  Nelchina  Gold 
Rush  prospectors.  In  1935  its  farms  became  the  focus  for  an  agricultural  “New  Deal” 
Matanuska  Colony  resettlement  project.  The  Colony  House  is  open  daily  for  summer 
visitors. 


0  1917  WASILLA 

After  Knik  was  bypassed  by  the  railroad  in  1917,  the  new  railroad  townsite  of 
Wasilla  became  "Gateway  to  the  Willow  Creek  Gold  Mines  (Hatcher  Pass).” 
Dorothy  Page  Museum  portrays  the  region’s  early  miner  and  homesteader  stories. 
The  Museum  of  Alaska  Transportation  §  Industry  exhibits  Gold  Rush  history  and 
Alaskan  transportation. 

©  1916  T  A  LKEETN  A-TRAPPER  CREEK 

Petersville  Road  in  1918,  was  blazed  from  the  railroad  townsite  of  Talkeetna  through 
Trapper  Creek  to  the  Yentna  gold  district.  Death  of  an  outfitter  traveling  through 
Susitna  swamp  lands  prompted  construction  of  a  safer  route.  Horse  corrals  were 
kept  at  Trapper  Creek  for  freighting  the  trail.  Talkeetna  School  House  Museum  and 


DAWSON,  YUKON  ADVERTISING  MIRROR 


The  find  of  the  year,  if  not  the  decade  in  Yukon  tokens 
goes  to  Brian  Denman.  Brian  has  located  an  advertising 
mirror  from  McHenry  and  Drake  of  the  Auditorium 
Theatre  and  Standard  Cigar  Store  and  Billiard  Hall. 

It  is  a  common  design,  but  a  very  desirable  piece. 
Advertising  mirrors  are  second  only  to  trade  mirrors  and 
maybe  gold  nugget  tokens  in  desirability.  Needless  to 
say,  we  are  jealous! 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


(DAWSON,  YT):  D.C.M.F.  (Dawson  City  Music 
Festival),  Good  for  one  drink  only,  white  on  blue  plastic, 
38mm  (submitted  by  Brian  Denman). 


O 
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JUNEAU:  Triangle  Club,  good  for  one  drink  and  good 
for  one  beer.  Red  on  yellow  and  black  on  white  plastic, 
respectively.  Both  43mm  (submitted  by  Randy  Partin). 


(KETCHIKAN):  Arctic  Bar,  good  for  one  beer.  Black 
on  wood  (submitted  by  Randy  Partin). 


KETCHIKAN:  Sourdough  Bar,  good  for  one  drink. 
Black  on  wood  (submitted  by  Randy  Partin). 


Bar,  I  think  I’ll  have  another. 
Gold  on  red,  38mm  (submitted  by  Randy  Partin). 


KETCHIKAN :  Foc’sle  Bar,  you’ve  got  one  coming. 
Gold  on  green  plastic.  39mm  (sub.  by  Randy  Partin). 


KETCHIKAN:  Totem  Bar,  good  for  one  drink.  Red  on 
wood  (submitted  by  Randy  Partin). 


SKAGWAY:  Moe’s  Frontier  Bar,  good  for  one  drink. 
Black  on  wood  (submitted  by  Randy  Partin). 


(FAIRBANKS):  Eagle’s  1037,  $1.00  in  trade  Gold  on 
blue  plastic,  39mm. 
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A.R.C  •  P.O.  Box  72832,  Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707  •  (907)  452-6461  •  akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
VOLUME  XX,  NUMBER  10.  DECEMBER,  1998. 


From  an  insurance  report  dated  1937, 
prepared  for  Levison  Brothers. 
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About  4:30  on  the  morning  of  July  8,  1936,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Cocks  (vice  president  of  Northern  Fisheries, 
Inc.)  was  awakened  by  a  call  from  the  telegraph  company  and  the  following  message  was  read  to  him: 


“BOTH  CANNERIES  AND  WAREHOUSES  ALL  STOCK  COMPLETELY  DESTROYED 
BY  FIRE  THIS  AFTERNOON  ABOUT  FIVE  O’CLOCK  FISH  DOCKS  STILL  STANDING 
BUT  DOUBTFUL  WHETHER  ON  NOT  WE  CAN  SAVE  THEM  NOT  SURE  AT  THIS  TIME 
IF  WE  CAN  SAVE  MESS  HOUSE  BUNK  HOUSES  AND  OFFICE  AS  FIRE  STILL  BURNING 
SAVED  SOME  OF  THE  PROVISIONS  NOBODY  INJURED  ALL  WELL  EXPECT  TO  LEAVE 
FOR  HOME  AS  SOON  AS  CAN  BE  ARRANGED  CAUSE  OF  FIRE  UNKNOWN  AT 
PRESENT. 

(signed)  C.P.  HALE.” 


When,  with  the  suddenness  of  an 
earthquake  and  with  the  completeness 
of  death,  fire  struck  the  salmon 
packing  plant  of  the  Bristol  Bay 
Packing  Company  on  the  afternoon 
of  July  7th,  1936,  it  wiped  out  the 
largest  canning  plant  of  its  kind  in  the 
Territory  of  Alaska. 

One  moment  five  hundred  employees 
of  the  company  were  engaged  in  the 
matter-of-fact  occupation  of  canning 
the  largest  number  of  salmon  within 
the  short  time  available;  the  next  they 
were  thrown  violently  off  their 
normal  equilibrium  and  became  a 
fearful,  disorganized  crowd  of  men, 
thousands  of  miles  from  home, 
overwhelmed  by  disaster  and 


BRISTOL  BAY  DISTRICT 


primarily  interested  only  in  the 
preservation  of  their  individual  lives. 


continued  on  page  62 
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EDITORIAL 


PIPELINE  COMPLETION 


As  another  year  comes  to  an  end,  it  is  time  to  thank  our 
faithful  subscribers  and  article  contributors.  It  has  once 
again  been  a  privilege  to  bring  you  this  newsletter.  We 
would  like  to  thank,  by  name,  those  who  have 
contributed  information  to  the  newsletter  over  the  past 
year.  Our  deepest  apologies  if  we  miss  anyone.  In  order 
of  appearance,  our  thanks  go  to  the  following: 


Jerry  Remick 
David  Ways 
Skip  Pelletier 
Jorgen  Somod 
Brian  Denman 
Ron  Benice 
Kurtis  Hawk 
Charles  Kemp 
Douglas  Wamsley 
Lee  Poleske 
Alan  Weinberg 


Richard  Reisinger 
George  Hall 
Dick  Powell 
Stephen  Alpert 
Audun  Davidson 
Leslie  C.  Hill 
Bob  Majni 
Lone  E.  Janson 
Henry  Garrett 
Bob  Lyall 
Randy  Partin 


Please  look  at  your  mailing  label.  If  the  first  line  has 
98/10,  then  it  is  time  to  renew.  Some  of  you  have 
already  done  so,  and  we  thank  you.  For  those  needing  to 
renew  their  subscriptions,  an  order  blank  is  enclosed. 


If  your  mailing  label  ends  with  99/xx,  your  renewal 
notice  will  be  marked  to  extend  your  subscription 
through  the  end  of  1999.  This  just  makes  my  life  easier. 
If  you  do  not  want  to  renew  at  this  time,  a  reminder  will 
be  sent  when  your  subscription  expires. 

If  you  choose  not  to  renew,  we  would  like  to  thank  you 
for  your  support.  If  you  are  not  re-subscribing  because 
of  some  failing  of  ours,  please  drop  us  a  note  and  let  us 
know.  There  is  always  room  for  improvement,  and  we 
take  serious  suggestions  seriously. 

We  usually  send  out  an  index  with  the  last  issue  of  the 
year.  It  may,  or  may  not  be  enclosed.  If  it  is  not 
enclosed,  it  will  be  sent  out  with  the  January  issue. 


The  Trans  Alaska  Pipeline  Completion  &  Start-Up  medal 
is  fairly  common  (sorry,  no  illustration  as  it  is  out  of 
stock),  but  we  had  never  seen  it  with  the  original 
literature.  Below  is  the  text,  supplied  by  Stephen  Albert. 

ANNOUNCING... 

A  permanent  memento 
now  being  minted  for  you 
...in  appreciation. 

Alyeska  pipeline 

service  company 

ABOUT  THE  MEDALLION... 

The  official  Trans  Alaska  Pipeline  are  medallion  is  a 
three-inch  bronze  miniature  of  the  actual  four-foot  (pipe¬ 
line  size)  bas-relief  sculpture  especially  prepared  for  the 
dedication  site  at  Valdez. 

The  artist,  John  Edward  Svenson  of  California,  is  a 
member  of  the  National  Sculpture  Society.  He  is  inter¬ 
nationally  known  for  his  architectural  sculpture  and 
medallic  art. 

Production  of  the  medallion  by  AMI  and 
MedalliCraft/Art  Medals  West. 

FROM  ALYESKA... 

This  medallion  has  been  commissioned  for  you  by 
Alyeska  Pipeline  Service  Company  in  recognition  of  your 
untiring  and  unselfish  dedication  to  the  task,  to  your 
spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  helped  to  overcome  count¬ 
less  difficulties  encountered  throughout  the  life  of  the 
project,  and  now  leaves  an  indelible  sense  of  pride  in  the 
unprecedented  feat  you  have  accomplished:  The  comple¬ 
tion  and  start-up  of  the  trans  Alaska  pipeline...  on 
schedule. 

E.L.  Patton  W.J.  Darch 

Chm.  &  Chief  Exec.  Officer  President 


Alaska ,  Yukon  and  NWT  wanted. 


As  always,  we  are  in  need  of  information  for  the  news¬ 
letter.  The  file  is  currently  very  thin.  If  you  have  an 
article,  space  filler  or  item  for  the  record,  please  share 
this  with  other  readers.  We  try  to  give  appropriate  credit 
on  your  subscription,  but  realize  we  have  failed  to  do  so 
at  times.  A  not  so  gentle  reminder  would  be  in  order. 

Finally,  our  thanks  to  all  who  have  supported  this  effort 
during  our  20th  year,  and  all  previous  years.  Without 
your  encouragement  and  support,  we  would  have  ceased 
publication  long  ago.  Knowing  our  efforts  are 
appreciated  is  almost  payment  enough,  however,  we  do 
need  your  subscriptions!! 
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BRISTOL  BAY  FIRE, 

When  it  was  realized  that  the  fire  could  not  be 
controlled,  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  employees 
became  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  C.P.  Hale.  He  at 
once  took  steps  to  see  that  they  were  removed  from  any 
possibility  of  danger  from  the  fire  and  that  their  physical 
wants  were  adequately  provided  for.  At  the  same  time,  he 
moved  with  such  speed  that,  almost  before  the  ruins  were 
cool,  the  company  steamer,  the  “Glacier,”  was  outfitted 
with  salvaged  supplies  and  materials  and  was  able  to 
leave  for  San  Francisco  almost  2,500  miles  away; 
returning  the  entire  canning  and  fishing  crews  to  their 
homes  -  sadder,  poorer  than  they  had  hoped  to  be  -  but 
whole,  hale  and  hearty. 

The  story  of  the  fire  was  such  a  tale  by  itself  that  we 
requested  Mr.  Hale  to  write  his  experiences  of  that  day. 
We  can  add  nothing  to  his  story  and  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  repeating  it  exactly  as  it  was  told  to  us: 

“On  the  afternoon  of  July  7,  1936,  twelve  days  after  the 
season  had  opened,  canning  operations  were  in  full 
swing.  The  run  of  fish  had  been  very  satisfactory  and  all 
our  equipment  was  running  to  capacity.  While  we  had 
considerable  difficulty  with  various  labor  unions  earlier 
in  the  year,  our  troubles  were  smoothed  out  and,  in  spite 
of  a  greatly  increased  payroll,  everything  indicated  a 
profitable  season. 

“A  few  minutes  after  five  o’clock,  I  had  completed  my 
usual  inspection  tour  of  the  entire  cannery  and,  finding 
everything  in  order,  had  returned  to  the  superintendent’s 
house.  I  had  a  few  matters  to  attend  to  before  the  5:30 
whistle  would  blow,  and  wanted  to  complete  them 
before  die  cannery  shut  down.  It  was  but  a  few  moments 
after  I  entered  the  house  and  before  I  got  settled  at  my 
desk,  that  the  whistle  blew.  The  clock  at  the  moment 
indicated  5:20  P.M.  and  the  thought  flashed  through  my 
mind  that  something  had  gone  wrong.  Immediately 
following  the  first  blast,  a  second,  third  and  fourth  were 
heard,  indicating  either  a  fire  drill,  which  I  had  not 
ordered,  or  a  fire.  Obviously,  a  fire  had  broken  out. 

“As  I  rushed  to  the  window,  hoping  against  hope  that  I 
was  wrong,  my  heart  sank  when  I  saw  a  dense  cloud  of 
smoke  pouring  out  of  the  north  end  of  Warehouse  No.  1. 
As  quickly  as  I  could,  I  rushed  over  the  500  or  600  feet 
separating  the  office  from  the  canneries  to  get  the  men 
organized  into  a  makeshift  fire-fighting  brigade.  When  I 
arrived,  I  found  the  fireman  on  duty  in  the  boiler  house 
of  Cannery  No.  1  had  already  started  the  pump  and 
spread  out  several  hundred  feet  of  hose,  preparatory  to 
getting  water  on  the  northern  end  of  the  warehouse 
building  While  the  efforts  of  the  fireman  and  his  force 


were  temporarily  augmented  by  the  gathering  throng  of 
our  entire  cannery  crew,  who  very  rapidly  came  to  help, 
their  numbers,  in  a  few  moments,  was  a  definite 
hindrance  to  our  efforts.  In  the  end,  however,  this  made 
no  difference,  as  we  had  hardly  started  to  effectively  fight 
the  fire  when  the  pressure  in  the  pump  dropped  and  we 
found  we  had  not  water.  As  it  developed,  this  came 
about  through  the  bursting  of  a  steam  pipe  adjacent  to 
the  building  on  fire,  but  we  did  not  know  this  at  the  time 
and  were  very  much  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  had 
happened. 

“All  this  time,  a  strong  southwest  wind  was  blowing  and, 
as  we  now  had  no  water  and  no  other  means  of 
combating  the  flames,  there  was  nothing  more  we  could 
do  and  it  was  only  a  matter  of  minutes  before  the  can 
shop  and  box  factory  were  involved,  as  well  as  Cannery 
No.  1,  the  refrigerator  building.  Cannery  No.  2  and 
Warehouse  No.  2. 

“By  now,  I  realized  that  the  fire  was  completely  out  of 
control  and  the  plant  doomed.  It  came  to  me  that  I  was 
responsible  for  the  lives  and  safety  of  more  than  500 
men,  and  my  thoughts  turned  to  their  welfare.  I  gathered 
a  large  crew  of  men  around  me  and  rushed  them  to  the 
saltery  building,  which  had  hot  as  yet  caught  fire.  With 
their  prompt,  wholehearted  aid,  all  the  provisions  in  that 
building  were  moved  a  considerable  distance  over  the 
boat-ways  toward  the  west,  where  they  would  be 
comparatively  safe.  Prompt  as  we  were,  we  were  only 
just  in  time  for  no  sooner  had  we  finished  removing  these 
supplies  than  the  saltery  building  itself  caught  fire  and, 
within  a  very  few  moments,  was  completely  destroyed. 
All  our  provisions,  except  a  small  amount  kept 
elsewhere,  had  been  in  this  building  so  we  were,  at  lest 
for  the  time,  in  no  danger  of  being  in  actual  want. 

“It  was  about  this  time  that  I  had  the  first  opportunity  to 
ask  the  chief  fireman  if  he  knew  how  the  fire  started. 
Unfortunately,  all  he  could  tell  me  was  that  he  had  heard 
several  men  running  out  of  the  north  end  of  the  second 
floor  of  the  warehouse  building,  shouting  ‘fire’  at  the  top 
of  their  lungs  and  that,  before  he  had  finished  blowing 
the  whistle  -  which  he  had  done  at  once  -  the  flames  and 
smoke  were  pouring  out  of  the  whole  north  end  of  the 
building.  The  cause  of  the  fire  therefore  will  probably 
never  be  known.  Was  it  incendiary;  did  it  come  from  a 
carelessly  discarded  cigarette  or  match;  was  it  due  to 
spontaneous  combustion  or  defective  wiring?  All  these 
thoughts  flashed  through  my  mind.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  there  appears  to  be  no  answer. 

“As  there  was  nothing  that  could  be  done  at  the  moment. 
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BRISTOL  BAY  FIRE,  corn 

now  that  the  food  had  been  saved,  I  had  an  opportunity 
to  check  on  the  extent  of  the  fire  and  discovered,  much 
to  my  surprise  and  delight,  that  the  fish  docks  had  not  yet 
been  involved.  The  wind,  while  generally  coming  from 
the  southwest,  and  veered  to  the  west  and  greatly  aided 
the  flames.  Now  it  turned  again  to  the  southwest  and 
proved  to  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  us  in  the 
successful  efforts  made  with  a  bucket  brigade  and  wet 
sacks,  and  which  ended  by  saving  both  fish  docks. 

“In  the  meantime,  I  sent  a  radiogram  to  Mr.  Cocks, 
telling  of  the  fire,  because  I  felt  that  our  San  Francisco 
office  should  at  once  notify  Levison  Brothers,  and  they 
the  insurance  companies,  to  start  the  necessary 


preliminaries  of  the  adjustment.  By  good  fortune,  the 
living  quarters  of  the  men  were  not  destroyed  and  we 
were  able,  therefore,  to  care  for  them  until  the  ‘Glacier’ 
sailed  for  San  Francisco  July  1 1th.” 

Ed.  Note:  This  is  an  excellent  account  of  how  one  firm 
handled  a  very  dangerous  situation.  The  Bristol  Bay 
Packing  Co.  was  one  of  three  subsidiaries  of  Northern 
Fisheries  Inc.  The  other  two  were  the  Alaska  Salmon  Co. 
with  a  plant  at  Nushagak  on  Bristol  Bay  and  the  Union 
Fish  Co.  which  operated  a  codfish  plant  at  Belvedere  in 
San  Francisco  Bay.  The  layout  of  the  cannery  buildings 
before  the  fire  is  shown  below. 
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FOR  THE  RECORD 


ALASKA:  United  States  Army  Alaska,  Supporting 
Excellence,  Presented  by  the  Command  Master  Sergeant 
Major  (Cunningham).  Bronze,  45mm.  The  bear  is 
enameled  black,  red  and  white,  with  blue  background. 
Chevrons  are  enameled  blue  and  yellow. 


ALASKA:  Similar  to  above,  but  Presented  by  the 

on  flag. 


ALASKA:  Arctic  Support  Brigade 
Commander’s  Award  for  Excellence.  Obverse  enamel¬ 


ing:  red  around  rim,  yellow  star,  white  bear,  blue 
background,  brass  sculpted  edge.  Reverse  has  a  silver 
finish,  green  map,  and  black,  red  and  white  enamel. 
Medal  is  38mm. 


ELMENDORF  A.F.B.:  United  States  Air  Force,  Pacific 
Air  Force,  61 1th  Air  Support  Group,  Supporting  Remote 
Alaska.  Bronze,  39mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk). 


PETERSBURG:  Moose  Lodge  1092,  SI. 50  in  trade. 
Bronze,  34mm. 


SITKA:  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  State  Convention,  1975, 
oxidized  cupronickel,  40mm  (submitted  by  Kurtis  Hawk) 


SKAGWAY:  P.C.  Co.,  no  denomination.  Aluminum, 
29mm.  This  is  B-19a,  tentative  attribution. 
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